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CluFemiwas bornin Londen, England, on 1
May 1940, to Dr Moses Adekoyejo
Majekodunmi and Madam Olutomi
Agbebi. He grew up in Migeria and
attended 5t Gregory's College, Lagos. He
later returned to the United Kingdom to
study Architecture at the Glasgow School
of Art, Kingston College of Art {now
Kingston University) and graduated in
1966.

After graduation, Femi worked For some
yvears with firms in Washington, D.C.
Afterwards, he returned to Migeria and
worked with Godwin and Hopwood
Architects, Lagos before establishing his
architectural firm, then Femi
Majekodunmi Associates, now FMA
Architects Led, in Migeria in 197 3. The Firm
has grown to a large practice, with branch
locations in Botswana and South Africa.
He worked with various architectural
organizations to advance the practice of
architecture in countries across Africa. He
was closely associated with many
architectural organizations. He was the
first president of the Nigerian Institute of
Architects, the first secretary of the
African Union of Architects and a past
president of the Inbernational Union of
ArchitectsFrom 1990 o 1993,

Majekodunmiwas a Fellow of the Nigerian
Institute of Architects and a member of
the Royal Institute of British Architects
He was Juror For several competitions
including WAN Awards For World
Architecture. He was an Associate
Professor of Architecture at the University
of Lagos.

Chielr Olufemi Majekodunmi was married
to Chief (Mrs.) Victoria Majekodunmi and
they had five children. He died on 5 June
2026, atthe age of BS.
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ADIEU OM

Femi Majekodunmi Associates was founded in
1973 by Chief {Arc.) Olufemi Majekodunmi,
RIBA, FMIA—Fondly known to all as OM. Prior to
establishing the practice, he had worked with
Godwin & Hopwood Architects. What beganin a
modast Flat at 52 Odunlami Street, Lagos, with
just OM and a draughtsman, has, over the past
83 years, evolved into an internationally
recognised practice with offices in Migeria,
South Africa, and Botswana, employing over 50
staff and producing hundreds of alumni who
have gone on to excel in their own professional
endeavours.

OM was truly exceptional—a rare breed of
human being. He possessed an extraordinary
blend of emotional intelligence and
professional excellence. Compassionate,
generous, and ever willing to lend a helping
hand, he supported countless individuals, both
financially and otherwise. He was a man of deep
Faith, but more importantly, he lived out that
Faith daily through his actions. The many lives
he touched and transformed stand as a
testament to his kindness, generosity, and
unwavering commitment to humanity.

As the pracktice grew, it transitioned into a
partnership under the name FMA Architects.
One of OM's enduring legacies is the strong
culture of succession and leadership
development he established. Over the years,
the firm has been successfully led by three
Managing Partners, while several others have
risen through the ranks and made significant
contributions to the growth and success of the
practice,

OM embodied professionalism, transparency,
and integrity. He inspired and influenced
everyone he encountered—From senior
colteagues to the youngest interns. He believed
firmly in merit, led by example, and constantly
reminded people that their future was largely
determined by their own aspirations,
dedication, and character.

I'was privileged to accompany him to numerous
professional and social engagements. One
quality that consistently stood out was his
remarkable ability to listen attentively before
offering thoughtful, insightful contributions.
His education, distinguished background, and
broad worldview equipped him to engage
meaningfully across all spheres of life.

The last few months were particularly
challenging. | had the privilege of spending
many evenings alone with him in his private
lounge, and those moments remain among the
most treasured memories of our relationship.
They provided an opportunity to know him
beyond the public Figure and to appreciate
even more deeply the man behind the legacy.

Baba hasearned his rest.

Sleep an, beloved. Sleep peacefully in the
bosom of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace
enabled all that you became and afl that you
achieved.

Today, FMA mourns the loss of a Father, mentor,
leader, and shining light. We extend our
heartfelt condolences to Deji, his siblings, and
the entire Majekodunmi Family. May you Find
comfort in the cherished memeories, invaluable
lessons, and enduring legacy that OM leaves
behind. we pray that the Holy Spirit grants you
strength, peace, and grace during this difficult
Lime.

Adieu, OM. Good night—not goodbye.

Arc.Femi Agboola, i
For the Partners and 3taffof Flda Architects



TRIBUTE TO CHIEF (ARC.) OLUFEMI

MAJEKODUNMI, FNIA

I first met OM in 1986 after completing my
Mational Youth Service. One of his friends had
given me a letter of introduction, reguesting
that he consider me For any available entry-
level architectural position at Femi
Majekodunmi Associates (FMA), as it was then
known. In those days, OM travelled frequently,
and it tock nearly a month after | delivered the
letter before | could secure an appointment
with him.

After listening attentively to my presentation,
he explained that there was very little work
going on in the office at the tima and that he
was not recruiting. He then called in his
Personal Assistant and instructed him to
prepare letters of introduction For me to other
architectural firms. Thak first meeting left an
indelible impression on me. | was struck by his
transparency, honesty, and humility in openly
sktating the brue situation.

| subsequently had a brief stint in public service,
obtained another master’s degrea, and worked
in two other major architectural firms. In 1997,
at the invitation of Arc. Roti Delano, | returned
ba FMA as a Senior Architect.

OM was out of the country when | joined, and
like any new employee, | looked Forward to
meating him. He returned about two weeks
later, and we met over lunch one afternoon. |
expected him to question me extensively about
my professional background and technical
expertise, Instead, our conversation revolved
entirely around Family. He spoke about his
Father, his student days in the United Kingdom,
his wife, and his children. He then azked about
mine. The interview lasbed over two hours, and
by the time it ended, it Felt as though we had
knowneach other foryears.

| was assigned to a team led by Biola Akinlade,
whao had been three years behind me in primary
school. It did not matter. He had spent more
time in the office, and we worked together
exceptionally well. Biola later relocated to
South Africa to be part of the FMA office there
and remains based in South Africa today.

Over the next three decades at FMA Architects,
| progressed from Associate to Senior
Associate, Partner, and eventually Managing
Fartner.

OM taught humility by example rather than by
words. It was not unusual to see him sharing
lunch with a driver or engaging comfortably
with staff at every level. He possessed
remarkable emotional intelligence and, having
grown up on Lagos Island, carried the wisdom
and insight of a true Lagos gentleman. He had
seen and experienced much in life, yet
remained remarkably grounded.

He was completely comFortable with himselF
and insisted on accountability. He received a
salary like every other member of staff and
personally Funded his travels and professional
association activities. He invested deeply in
people and embraced technology long before
it became commaonplace. Even before the era of
smartphones, OM purchased electronic
organizers for staff members so that no one
would have anexcuse for missing meetings.

Those of us privileged to work closely with him
inthe late 19905 and early 2000s witnessed the
depth of his knowledge, particularly in
professional practice and ethics. Every major
project that enterad the office was subjected
to an in-house design competition, and OM
invariably served as the jury chairman, He
taught us never to be dazzled by beautiful 3D
renderings alone. To him, they were merely
working tools that aided deeper analysis and
refinement of the design.

He embodied the principle of "Keep It Simple,
Stupid® (KISS), and this philosophy was evident
throughout his work. The Chevron Campus
remains an excellent example. For OM, a
building First and Foremost had to Function
effactivaly. At FMA, | saw projects detailed
down to scales of 1:1 when necessary,
reflecting his commitment to thoroughness
and excellence.



| also recall his extraordinary ability to listen
attentively during meetings. He would take
copious notes, carefully process every
contribution, and then provide thoughtful
assessments. He had a rare gift for carrying
everyone along and making people feel valued.

There is so much mare that could be said about
him.

OM, we will miss you deeply. My wife, who is
unavoidably out of the country, sends her
heartfelt condolences. All my children also
shared a connection with you. Just last
December, you attended my second son's
wedding, and everyone was delighted to
celebrate with you.

FtA will miss your Fatherly love, mentorship,
generosity, and charitable spirit. Every
December, you filled suitcases with gifts for
staff members—though the ladies invariably
seemed to receive a little more than the
gentlemen!

FATHER GOD,

I thank you today and always For allowing me to
be borne of Olufemi Adetokunbo
Majekodunmi, Wow what a physical Father on
earth you bestowed upon me and my siblings.
Whataman, what a father, what a champion!

My father showed me how to be a son as |
abserved him beingasonto his own parents.

My Father showed me how to be a brother as |
witnessed him being a brother to his own siblings

py Father showed me how to be a friend as |
noticed himbeing a friend to his own friends

My Father showed me how to work hard as | saw
him strive at his own endeavours

My Father showed me how to be a man because
| Felt his unique presence even amongst other
men—Lukotun Ajagajigi!

My Father showed me how to be a husband as |
watched him being a husband to his own wife

My Father showed me how to be a Father
because | experienced his Fatherly presence
until his departure

The last few years were challenging. OM no
longer came into the office as regularly as
before, so some of us made it a point to visit him
at home. | will forever cherish those evenings
we spent simply talking about life. None of us
knew that the endwould come sosuddenly.

may your soul find eternal rest in the bosom of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who loved you and paid
the full ransom for your redemption.

Sleep on, beloved.
Good night—not farewell.

Olufemi Agboola, Fus
Managing Parbner: FMA Architects Lid.

Almighty God itis with much appreciation that!
give thanks to you for this gift of 2 man, whilst
he was not perfect, Far From it; who is in this
physical world? He was still a model example of
how one is to live a life fair to all people no
matter creed orrace or age or gender.

From all accounts he was a generous man with
his time, with his means and with his presence;
all things | certainly Felt growing up and Eill this
day.

Father God | am so so happy and blessed that i
got to call this man Daddy or describe him as my
father; and | got to hear him introduce me as his
son as he was prone to do Frequently.

Dear God, | thank you that in the 54 days from
whenl arrived back from the UK after seeing off
my Father’s beloved First child, Olufunke, to the
day | then saw him off to; thera were only 2 days
out of the 54 that we did not see. Father in
heaven | thank you For the fast 52 days of his
presence when we often sat in comfortable
silence just content to be in each other's
presence; it really was a cherished period, | got
to absorb his essence one last time without
knowing it... my only supplication is that |
wished it was under better circumstances - but



even in that period my father further showed
me his metal, | suspected he was in
unimaginable pain having also lost his wife 3
years prior but he never complained to me or
riled at you Heavenly Father, at least not in my
presence, he took it on the chest like a man that
knows You or dear | say was about to see You. In
fact, God, one of the last conversations, we had
was him telling me with firm conviction that *I
may not be enamoured by organised religion
but | know there is a God, | have witnessed His
presence enough times in my B6 years that no
one can convince me otherwise!™

Lord, as you know | woke up on the morning of

the 8th June 2026, the day that wouldve been
my mother's 80th birthday with the conviction
that the 3 of them were celebrating with you
their perfect Father in heaven, Amen!

almighty God thank you for bestowing in me
the predominant emotions of Pride and Joy
rather than sorrow and despair | am truly
grateful; what an absolute giant of a father you
allowed me to have thank vou!

Deji Majekodunmi RIEA
Ceputy Managing Partner

TRIBUTE TO OM; MY BOSS, MENTOR
AND AN ARCHITECTURAL ICON

it is with deep respect and heartfelt reflection
that | pay tribute to my Chairman, mentor, and
one of the most remarkable architects | have
ever known.

At 86, he leaves behind a legacy that transcends
buildings and professional achievements. He
was an inspiration to generations of architects
and made immense contributions to the
architectural profession in Migeria and beyond.
His dedication to giving back to the profession
was evident through his active involvement in
numerous architectural associations, where he
served in leadership positions and helped
shape the Future of architecture both
nationally and internationally.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, he
was deeply passionate about knowledge
transfer. He devoted time te mentoring
students at the University of Lagos, believing
strongly in nurturing the next generation of
professionals. His commitment to educakion
and mentorship reflected his desire to ensure
that the profession continued to grow long
after hisown distinguished career.

I vividly remember my First day at FMaA. Walking
into his office, | was astonished by the countless
plagues and awards displayed on the walls. The
sheer number of national and international
recognitions, coupled with his memberships in
prestigious architectural organizations around
the world, was inspiring. It was the first
indication of the extraordinary individual | was
abouttolearn from,

Throughout my career, he inspired me not only
through his vast knowledge and professional
achievements but also through his humility and
accessibility. Despite all he had accomplished,
he always made time for others. Whenever
challenges arose, he was available to listen,
offer guidance, and help find solutions. His
wisdom extended far beyond architecture; it
touched every aspect of professional and
personal growth.

What stood out most to me was his genuine
concern for people. Every time we spoke, he
would ask about my family's well-being. It was a
reminder that despite his numerous
accomplishments and commitments, Family
remained one of his highest priorities. He
demaonstrated that true success is measured
not enly by professional accolades but also by
the relationships we build and the lives we
bouch.

He built a remarkable institution at FMA
Architects, creating an environment where
talent could thrive. Through the firm's open-
door policy and culture of opportunity, he gave
many of us the platform to grow and excel. | am
personally grateful for the opportunities he
provided, which enabled me to rise through the
ranks and eventually become a Partner at the
firm. | can confidently say that | would not be
where | am toeday without his guidance,
support, and beliaf in my abilities.

His passing is a tremendous loss to me
personally, to everyone at FMA, and to the



Migerian architectural community as a whole.
While we reflect on his departure, we also
celebrate a life of exceptional achieverment,
senvice, mentorship, and humanity,

Thank you for your wisdom, your leadership,
VOUr genercsity, and your unwavering
commitment to excellence. Your legacy lives on
in the countless professionals you inspired, the

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
MAJEKODUNMI (OM)

It is with a heavy heart that | write this tribute to
a man who played an immeasurable role in my
professional and personal journey.

Chief Majekodunmi, whom we all fondly called
QOM, First discovered me while | was a student at
the University of Lagos, where he served as my
external supervisor. Following my graduation in

students you mentored, the insticution you
built, and the lives you transformed.

Fest on, my Chairman and menbor. You will be
greatly missed, but your impact and legacy will
never be fargotten.

Arc Lateef Balogun
Bartner: EMAArchitects Lid,

2006, having been awarded the best thesis, he
encouraged and believed in me enough to offer
me a place at FMA Architects. That opportunity
marked the beginning of a mentorship and
relatienship that would profoundly shape my
life and career.

Over the years, OM continuously mentored,
guided, and encouraged me, contributing
significantly to my growth within the
organization. One of the greatest honors of my
professional life was having him personally sign
my elevation to Partner, a milestone that | will
forever cherish.

Beyond the office, OM was deeply invested in
the lives of those around him. | Fondly
remember the birthday messages, the
congratulatory notes on my wedding, the birth
of my children, and most recently, my
promotion. He always found a way to celebrate
the important moments in my life, and those
gestures spoke volumes about the kind of man
hewas.

He was particularly Fond of calling me "Prof" or
"Professor,” a nickname that always brought a
smile tomy face. Tome, he was much more than
a mentor or employer; he was a father figure, a
trusted guide, and a constant source of
encouragement.

Coming to terms with his passing is incredibly
difficult. His absence leaves a void that words
cannot adequately describe. Yet, | am grateful
For the privilege of having known him, learned
From him, and walked part of lifa's journey
under his guidance.

OM lived an inspiring life marked by kindness,
wisdom, generosity, and excellence. His legacy
will continue ko live on-through the many lives
he touched and the countless professionals he
helped shape.



My thoughts and prayers are with DM, his
family and close friends during this difficult
time. While we mourn his loss, we also
celebrate alife well lived and a man who made a
lasting impact on everyone privileged to know
him.

Restin perfect peace, OM.

You will be greatly missed.

May his memory be a blessing to you, his Family,
and everyone whose life he touched.

Arc. Chukwudi Osakwe nes, muis
Poartner: FMA Architects Lig)

SOLEMN TRIBUTE TO
CHIEF (ARC) OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI!

A loving Father and mentor, you never failed to
inguire about my husband and Family not just
about how the projects are Faring. An
unforgettable experience was when you flaw
down to Abuja For a high-profile event and
insisted that | and my husband attend alongside
with you. There you introduced me to the
dignitaries a5 one of your own. The next day,
you still treated us to a sumptuouws lunch at a 5-
star hotel, where you poured your wisdom into
us. That experience shaped my mind to view
practice and the profession in a new and
brighter light. Unforgettably, is your handy
notepad! You taught me the importance of
documentation, never think you have it all
stored in the head. It has been a privilege
building my career on this great platform you
created For us at FMA Architects Limited. We
will Forever make you proud in our endeavours.

Sleep well in God's bosom, my dear OM. Gone
butnever forgotten!

Mary Hadiza Aguebor, rre
Assoviobe: FMA Architects [ ba aAbuin

A TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
(ARC.) OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI @i, seria, punay

He was more than an architect, he was a nation
builder, a man of deep principle, and a guardian
of the integrity of our profession. But beyond
the titles and the towering legacy, he was
something rarer still, a great man who made
ordinary people feel seen.

They say never meet your hero, but Chief
Oluferni Majekodunmi was the exception to
that rule. | remember my first encounter with
him vividly, it was 2010, when the MLA gathered
in Ibadan to celebrate 50 years of architecture
in Migeria. | was just a Final year student, still
finding my Footing, still asking myself whether
this path was truly mine. That day, he granted
me audience without hesitation, no airs, no
distance, just warmth, wisdom, and the guiet
confidence of a man completely at peace with
who he was. | left that encounter with one
conviction firmly settled in my heart:
Architecture, or nothing. He did that For me
without even knowing it

When the opportunity came to work at FMA
Architects, | did not hesitate. | wanted to be
close to thosa principles, the same integrity,
discipline, and humility that defined his life and
his practice. As a mentor and institution builder,
Chief Majekodunmi held the younger
generation to the same exacting standards he
sok For himself, honesty in practice, discipline in
craft, and humility in service. Nigeria has lost a
man of rare character and immeasurable
contribution. His principles outlive him; woven
into the Fabric of every architect he shaped and
every building he signed. Rest in perfect peace,

Olujide Ankinola, mwe
SeniorArchitect: FMA ArchitectsLid,
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TRIBUTE TO A GOOD MAN,
A GREAT MENTOR AND
DISTINGUISHED
ARCHITECT

It is with deep respect, gratitude, and a
profound sense of privilege that | pay tribute to
a remarkable man, a renowned architect, a
mentor of great influence, a generous
benefactor to the architectural profession, and
a compassionate giver to society at large — the
man we all Fondly called QM.

My journey with OM began during my NYSC
yearin Sokotoin 1979/80. Asenior colleague in
Sokoto asked me where | intended to work
after service, | told him | had secured
employment with two big firms in Lagos and
was yet to decide which one to join. He then
asked whether | knew Femi Majekodunmi.
when | answered in the negative, he said, “I
think you should apply to him, because they say
he isagood man.”

After working with O For over 30 years, | can
say, without equivocation, that he was indeed a
good man,

I still vividly remember my first meeting with
him, which was my interview at 52 Odunlami
Street, Lagos, on the 5th of May 1980. | arrived
in my beige suit, opened the door into the
office, and was immediately struck by the
ambience, order, and professional atmosphere
of the space. My immediate thought was, if this
man employs me, this is where | will work, As it
turmed out, | spent 31 Fruitful and rewarding
years with OM, with the last 19 years as
Managing Partner, during which he entrusted
me Fully with the responsibility of steering the
ship of the office.

One of the defining moments of our
professional relationship was during the Qur
Saviour's Church, TBS project in 19%6. We had
submitted a fee proposal Fer the design team,
but after one of the initial meetings with the
Church Building Committee, | returned to the
affice and told OM that we, as FMA, should
render our architectural services pro bono.
Maturally, he asked why. After | related what
had transpired at the meeting, he agreed with
me. From that point, FMA rendered its services
pro bono. That experience became a turning
point For me personally, and since then, all my
ecclesiastical projects in my practice have been
undertaken pro bono — a decision For which |
know we have been mightily blessed!

M was not merely an employer. He acted in
loco parentis to members of staff, taking
genuine interest in their personal welfare and
development. In 1980, when the administration
of Lateef Jakande was selling the Jakande low-
income Flats, OM encouraged members of staff
to obtain the forms, and the office supported
them with interest free loans to purchase
homes. In my own case, in 1987, he caused the
office to guarantee a bank loan from UBA For
me to enable me to purchase my LSDPC Dolphin
Housing unit. That was the kind of man he was
— practical, thoughtful, and committed to
lifting others.

O related with me not only as an employer,
but as a senior brother. He shared personal
matters with me and sought my opinion, even
on family and private issues. OM was also a
meticulous organiser and planner. He wrote
everything down. His diary was always full of his
itinerary for the year, often prepared from the
beginning of the year. His Family obligations
were a major priority, and he managed to
combine his professional and family travels
with remarkable discipline. Indeed, because of
the frequency of his travels, his mother once
said to me that OM ought to have beana pilot.

As an architect, OM stood tall among his peers.
He was distinguished not only by the quality of
his professional work, but also by the nobility of
his character. He leaves behind a legacy of
excellence, discipline, creativity, and
commitment to the built environment. His
contributions to architecture are evident not
only in the buildings and projects associated
with his name, but also in the many lives and
careers he helped to shape.

He was one of the Few of his generation whose
office remained active even after his
retirement from active practice. His investment
in staff welfare, office tools, and professional
standards endeared him deeply to his staff_ it is
no surprise that many members of staff
remained with the firm for 20 to 30 years — a
testimony to the atmosphere of trust, stability,
and loyalty he built.



To many of us, OM was more than a senior
colteague. He was a mentor, a guide, and a
source of encouragement. He gave freely of his
knowledge, experience, and wisdom. He had a
rare ability to inspire younger professionals,
correct with firmness but kindness, and open
doors for others without seeking personal
recognition.

OM's generosity ta the Nigerian Institute of
Architects was exemplary. He supported the
growth and dignity of the profession, giving his
time, resources, and influence to strengthen
the Institute, promote standards, and
encourage professional Fellowship. He
understood that a profession is enly as strong
as the people who serve it selflessly, and he
served with distinction. This same spirit of
service led him to volunteer as a visiting
lecturer in the Department of Architecture at
the University of Lagos for many years.

Beyond the profession, OM had a large and
compassionate heart. He was deeply
philanthropic, especially towards the less
privileged. He was always willing to assist those
in need and uplift these who had little or no
hope of repaying him. His kindness was
practical, quiet, and sincere. He touched lives
nok for applause, but because he believed it
was the right thing to do. Two incidents remain
particularly striking.

The First occurred shortly after Shoprite
openedinLagosinthe 1980s, OM was shopping
there one weekend when he got to the check-
out desk and noticed that the lady attending to
him had a deformed hand. After a brief
conversation with this unknown lady, he
decided to sponsor her and her mother to
South Africa for treatment.

The second inddent took place one evening at
St Micholas Hospital. An unknown accident
yictim was rushed in. After administering first
aid, the hospital was about to transfer him to
the General Hospital when OM intervened. He
insisted that the hospital should give the man
Full treatment and send the bill to him. These
were acts of compassion towards people
completely unknown to him. One can only
imagine how much more he did For Family,
Friends, colleagues, and those within his
immediate circle.

| continue to remember OM with admiration
and thanksgiving. | learnt many lessons From his
lifestyle. He was neither ostentatious nor

flamboyant. | recall him once telling me about
an incident on a flight to London. Another
architect, his contemporary, met him at
baggage claim and was surprised to see him.
The gentleman asked where OM had sat during
the flight, and OM replied that he had flown
Economy. His colleague asked whether he was
not embarrassed that people would see him in
Economy Class. OM was shocked by the
comment and later said to me, "Why should | be
worried about what people say?” He then
added that, given the frequency of his travels,
he could not afford to fly Business Class, but
that after he turns 60, he might consider doing
0.

That was OM — practical, disciplined, modest,
and completely secure in himselF.

OM's life teaches us that true greatness is not
measured only by personal achievement, but by
the number of pecople encouraged,
empowered, and lifted along the way.

May his legacy continue to inspire the
architectural profession, his family, colleagues,
mentees, and all who were blessed to know
him.

May His Soul Rest in Perfect Peace in Eternity.
Admien.

RotiDelano
Delana Architects
Sth_ne 2026



TRIBUTE TO CHIEF ARC.
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

Itis with deep sadness, yet gratitude to God For
a life exceptionally well lived, that | write this
tribute to our revered Founder and Executive
Chairman, Chief Arc. Olufemi Majekodunmi.

Long before | joined FMA Architects, | had
heard about the firm while in school. Like many
aspiring architects, | hoped to one day practise
in one of the country's Foremost architectural
Firms, and FMA was always among the names
that stood out. When the opportunity
eventually came, it Falt like destiny Fulfilled.

Although I joined the Ffirm at a time when Chief
Majekodunmiwas no longer actively involved in
day-to-day architectural practice, his presence
and influence were unmistakable. Through the
stories shared by partners, colleagues, and
former staff members, | came to know him as a
man of remarkable kindness, generosity, and
humility. He treated people with dignity
regardless of their status, position, or
background. Those qualities undoubtedly
contributed to the enduring legacy he built
overseveral decades.

One of the moments | always looked Forward to
each year was his visit to the office during the
Festive season. He would sit with us, share
stories from his vast wealth of experience, and
offer words of wisdom and encouragement. His
stories were not merely entertaining; they
were lessons in leadership, professionalism,
Faith, and life itself.

| must admik that | also enjoyed reintroducing
myself to him whenever we met. It became
something of a personal tradition. However,
sometime last year and again this year, | was
pleasantly surprised when he remembered me
immediately. On one occasion, as | greeted him
in the office, he responded warmly, “Faji! How
are you?" It was a simple gesture, but one that
reflected his genuine interest in people and his
extraordinary ability to connect with others.

Beyond architecture, | knew him as a respected
elder within the Anglican Communion. His
influence extended far beyond the profession,
and he was widely known and admired
throughout the Diocese of Lagos For his
service, wisdom, and commitment to the work
of God.

Chief Majekodunmi leaves behind a legacy that
transcends buildings and professional
achieverments. His greatest legacy is perhaps
the countless lives he touched, the architects
he mentored, the opportunities he created, and
the values he exemplified.

Personally, | will miss his stories, his warmth,
and his words of guidance. The office will
undoubtedly Feel the weight of this loss, and his
absence will be deeply falt by all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

My thoughts and prayers are with his Family,
loved ones, Friends, and the entire FMA Family
during this difficult time. May God grant us all
comfort, and may the soul of Chief Arc. OluFemi
Majekodunmirestin perfect peace.

Arc. Oladele Faji, mmas
Profect Architect
FMAArchitecks Lid



TRIBUTETO OM

lam truly saddened by the passing of Chief Arc.
Olufemi Majekodunmi, Fondly known as OM to
the FMA Family. In attempting to write my
tribute to him, | have found myself joyfully
reminiscing about my woenderful memaries of
him, while at the same time Feeling the sadness
that comes with knowing that | can no longer
make new ones and that such an extraordinary
man is no longerwith us.

OM was a truly special person. | first met him as
an intern at FMA and was immediately struck by
his humility, warmth, kindness, playfulness and
genuine care for the people around him and For
society at large. | always looked Forward to
se@ing him in the office or at church and
cherished the one-on-one conversations we
shared, which | now realize | was incredibly
Fortunate to have had.

He was one of the most knowledgeable and
Forward-thinking individuals | have ever met,
yat he remained deeply reflective about the
past and was always willing to share valuable
insights and lessons from his experiences.

OM was also remarkably personable and
generous with his time. Through our many
conversations, | had the privilege of learning
from him, gaining a deeper appreciation of his
remarkable life and career, his love for his
Family and for humanity and sharing countless
laughs along the way.

He celebrated the successes of those around
him and encouraged everyone to strive for
excellence, whether their Future was at FMA or
elsewhere. Through his actions, leadership, and
immense contributions to the firm and the
architectural profession, he leaves behind a
profound legacy that will endure for
generations to come. His impact on my life,
FMA and the architectural community at large
will mever be Forgotten.

| will miss you dearly, OM. Words cannot Fully
express the grief | feel at your passing, but |
choose to celebrate the extraordinary life you
lived and the countless lives you touched.

My thoughts and prayers are with DM, his
immediate family, friends, colleagues and alt
who had the privilege of knowing him. May God
comfort them and grant them the strength to
bearthisimmense loss.

O, may you rest in perfect peace in the bosom
of Almighty God.

It has been a tremendous privilege to have
known you. | will fForever cherish our
conversations, your wisdom, your kindness
towards me and my family and the wonderful
memoriesshared.

Arc. Kelubia Onaro, uun
FMA Architects Lid

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

The inevitability of death mever makes its
arrival easier to accept. The passing of a mentor
and father figure is profoundly painful, and the
loss of Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi has left a
deep void in my heart and soul because of the
extraordinary man he was.

I First met Chief Majekodunmi fondly called OM
in October 1992 when | joined FMA Architects
in Lagos. At the time, his demanding travel
schedule meant | did not know him deeply until
February 1996, when | was redeployed to work
on an international project. That was when |
truly began to experience his leadership and
charackter.

Professionally

OM was a visionary. At a time when
architectural practices in Migeria wera largely
sole proprietorships, he broke tradition by
inviting employees into partnership. While
many firms worked in isolaton, he pioneered
joint ventures with both Migerian and foreign
firms, expanding opportunities and reach. He
was among the first to take Migerian
architectural practice beyond national borders
venturing into Zimbabwe, Botswana, and
eventually South Africa.

Working with him in Botswana revealed his
unigue style of leadership. He never demanded
from his team what he himself would not do. He



worked late nights alongside us, endured
overnight road trips, and attended meetings
across the region with tireless dedication. He
celebrated both successes and Failures with his
team, and his presence always infused the
office with energy and vibrance.

Personally

OM was kind, generous, and considerate. He
was a hands-on leader who shared in the
struggles and triumphs of his staff. His visits to
the Botswana office were always uplifting, as
his aura lifted spirits and strengthened morale.
He was more than a boss—he was a mentor and
a father.

He epitomized humility. Mo staff member was
koo junior to be acknowledged. Neo child was
too insignificant to be acknowledged. He took
genuine interest in the lives of his employees,
often asking after their spouses and children.
He built relationships across races and tribes
with respect and warmth, leaving everyone
around him feeling valued.

Inthe Community

OM's generosity extended beyond the
workplace. He spearheaded the establishment
of the FMA Architects Award for the best
graduating student at the University of
Botswana an award that has now endured for
over a decade, impacting countless lives.

A Lasting Legacy

when | resigned from my previous employment
in Kano in 1992 to join FMA Architects Lagos,
my former employer told me: "FMA Architects
is a good firm. You will be in good hands Femiis
a good and honourable man." Time proved
them right.

in OM, | found a boss, a mentor, and a Father. His
passing leaves a vacancy in our lives that will be
difficult to fill. His reassuring voice on the
telephone, his emails, and his social media
messages and posts are now gone forever.

Adieu, OM. You will remain in our hearts until
we meet again. We pray we can live up to your
vision as a firm and individually

Funsho Oyewo

STILL CAN’T BELIEVE THIS IS REAL...
OM, YOU ARE GONE... IT FEELS IMPOSSIBLE,
AND FAR TOO SOON.

On Saturday, June &, 2026, | walked into your
house hoping, somehow, bosee your usualwarm
and welcoming self. Instead, | was met by the
table in the foyer, with your picture placed in the
center and bwo candles glowing on either side. In
that moment, reality sank in and the tears began
to Fall. You were truly gone. ... Yet | take comfort
in kmowing that you are free from pain and
suffering, surrounded now by smiles, laughter,
and dancing—the very things you loved most.

Beyond your distinguished professionalism, |
also experienced your gentle and sincere
fatherlyside. You were always concerned about
my Family's wellbeing, often asking after my
"better half" as you Fondly called Ola, and my
youngest, Bolu, whom you nicknamed “my
handbag” because of his habit of quietly
sneaking around the office behind the low
partition walls. That led you to start a growth
chart on the wall by your office door post,
where you carefully marked his height from age
six to about eleven. What touched me even
more was that years later, after the office had
bean repainted and those marks were
accidentally covered, you still remembered
them and wished they had been preserved For
posterity. It was a true reflection of your pure
and deep love For people. You had an immense
heart and aramarkable capacity to love,

Youwere aFather, a teacher, and arole moedel to
me. As an associate who later became a partner
in your firm, FMA Architects, | always Felt
respected, valued, and appreciated by you. It



was both an honor and a joy to be part of the
FrAA Family. | will miss your hugs, and | will never
forget how you lifted me off the ground like a
child as recently as a yearand a half ago. Evenin
old age, your strength was remarkable. Words
like impossible and unattainable had no place in
your vocabulary. Simply put, God created you
specially for a purpose and a season, and you
ram an exceptional race. We love you, OM, but
God loves you best. Rest in perfect peace,
dearest OM. | know you are singing and dancing
with the angels.

Simply Me....... Feyishola Ogunneye, ruis

TRIBUTE TO A GOOD SAMARITAN -
CHIEF OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI - OM

OM, knowing you For more than twenty years
means that | have spent nearly half of my
lifetime privileged to know you and experience
theimpact of your remarkable life.

For this number of years, you remained
consistent in character. Your humility,
compassion, and kindness were truly
impeccable. You were a leader and a father,
embracing people from all walks of life without
discrimination, regardless of tribe, language, or
backaground. Your arms were always open, and
your heart was large enough to accommodate
everyone who encountered you.

You had a rare gift for seeing the needs of
others and meeting them quietly. You paid the
bills of strangers, supported the vulnerable,
comfForted the grieving, encouraged the
discouraged, and extended hope to those who
had almost given vp. Your kindness was not
occasional; it was away of life.

You were always willing to listen, advise, and
support, oftenwithout being asked.

Despite your accomplishments and influence,
you remained remarkably humble and
approachable. ¥You connected with people
effortlessly, treating everyone as Family.

OM, you were indeed a rare gem. Your life was a
shining example of selflessness, humility, and
genuine love For humanity. | learned countless
lessons from watching you live and From
listening to your words of wisdom and
encouragement. As | reflect on your life, | am
persuaded that you were one of the angels sent
by God to make the world a better place, and
you fulFilled that purpose with distinction.

O, your life reminds me that true greatness
lies not in wealth, power, or position, butin the
number of lives touched through love and
seffless service. Your memory will remain a
source af inspiration for all who knew you.

Good night OM, sleep tight and continue to rest
inthe Lord's bosom

Ann Nwajei
FMA Architecks L.
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

Dear OM, it's with a missed feelings that | am
writing Ehis tribute,

You were a man of few words but great action.

You worked tirelessly so that others could have
apportunities you never had.

You showed everybody what it means to be
responsible, honest, and dependable.

Even in your final days, you were more
concerned about others wellbeing than your
W,

Youwere notjust a boss— you were our hero.”

tMay Almighty Allah grant you eternal rest and
gives the Fortitude to bear the irreparable loss
tothe Family and loved onesleft behind.

Dr.Lateef Adio Abolaji
FMA Architects L,

O.M., Chief Femi Majekodunmi's, talents were

already firmly cemented in my mind decades
before | had the honour of meeting him.

As a young architectural student, his
internationally referenced works provided the
Fartile ground upon which a whole generation
of dreams blossomed across the world, Years
later, upon qualification, when the opportunity
came to waork For FMA Architects, | grabbed it
with both hands and saw The Almighty’s handin
absolutely everything that Followead.

Chief Majekodunmi dedicated a significant
amount of time and effort to raising leaders
and nurturing talent. There is a level of
excellence that O.M. Fostered at FMA
Architects — especially at managerial level -
which remains unparalleled. To be able to
identify, develop and keep together
managerial talent with close to two centuries
of combined experience is no mean Feat.

Q.M. created a beautiful space where design
talent could blossom in a caring environment.
He created a design Family, where a spirit of
development and camaraderie percolated

from top to bottom - characterised by
extremely low staff turmover; a forward-
thinking, engaging work environment; former
staff filled with nothing but praise; and one of
the most impressive bodies of built work in the
nation. O.M. was firm but Fair— reminding us all
that there is dignity and joy in graft. He ensured
we understood that, onour paths to excellence,
our God-given talents must be shored up by
diligence and discipline.

0.M."s professional achievements were only
bested by his persenal ones. Above all else, he
was a Family man. He loved his Family
completely and viewed that love not merely as
affection, but as a duty of care, protection and
stewardship. His Son, Arc. Deji, was my
supervising partner at FMA and remains one of
the most talented and dedicated architects |
have ever met. Watching the relationship
between Father and son was itself a lesson; Deji
doted on his father completely, and it was clear
that the values, discipline and generasity Q.M.
embodied had been successfully passed on to
the next generation. Qutside the office, | spent
hundreds of hours accompanying O.M on the
road, heading in and out of state: to Abeokuta
for Family church maintenance duties; to tbadan
to check in on loved ones; then back to Lagos
island te sit on influential boards, lending his
expertise to critical socio-cultural issues.

He gave himself to all of us completely. He was
the chairman at my wedding and stood in that
position for several of my colleagues. His
brilliant sense of humour and charming wit will
be missed by both the eminent personalities he
spent so much Gme personally visiting to rally
suppart For worthy causes, and the beil and
groundnut sellers who operated outside those
same eminent gates.

In all things, we give thanks and praise to The
Lord.

We thank The Almighty For giving O.M. a long
and Fruitful life. We thank The Almighty for the
generations O.M. impacted, both personally
and professionally. We thank The Almighty for
his guidance, leadership, skill and
determination.

The works of a man's hands testify to the values
he upholds. When we leave this earth, the Fruits
of our labour remain on display for judgemeant,
without us present to explain either context or
process—abitlike an architectural crit.



What did O.M. leave behind For us, the jury, to
ponder? A legacy of Family, leadership,
professional excellence, humility, love and
selflessness. But above all, a joyful godliness.

Farewell, sir, our darling O.M. - my mentor's
mentor; the architect's architect.

Rotimi Finnih
Former Associate Fid Archibects

A FATHER
BEYOND BLOOD

I still remember that Thursday afternoon in
August 2011, as clearly as though it were
yesterday. You came wheeling a piece of
luggage toward the M.Ed Il lecture room at the
University of Lagos for the Professional
Practice lecture. We had heard so much about
your coming, and there was quiet exciterment in
the room as we waited to receive you.

When the |lecture began, we discovered that
the luggage you had brought was filled with
notepads for every student in the class, each
one graciously signed by you. That simple act
said so much about who you were. Thoughtful
Intentional. Generous. A man who never
appeared empty-handed, because you always
came ready to give.

That was my very first encounter with OM.

You selflessly served as a lecturer at the
university, pouring your knowledge into young
architects and ensuring that graduates of
architecture were not only academically
prepared, but seasoned encugh to stand tall in
the business and practice of Architecture.

Im 2013, | innocently sent you an email seeking
employment. | did not know then that one
simple email would become a turping poink in
my life. You put in a word of recommendation

with the Managing Partner of FMA Architects
Ltd, and through that recommendation, |
earned an interview and eventually gaimed
employment with the firm.

Meeting you and knowing you changed the
trajectory of my life and career. That
opportunity will ferever remain etched in my
heart. But you did far more than open a
professional door for me. You held my hand
beyond the role of an employer or mentor. You
led me like a father leads a daughter.

All through your lifetime, you gave me
guidance whenever | needed it. You gave me
access bo your wisdom, your Family, and your
home. You nudged me forward when | doubted
myself. You supported me with every
opportunity within your reach. And on days
when | needed correction, you did not shy away
from it. You strengthened me, refined me, and
shaped me into a better person. You told me
how proud you were of me and continued to
reinforce my confidence as | walked through
VArious roosms.

O, you were kKind in a way that Felt effortless,
yot deeply intentional. You had a rare gift of
making everyone who encountered you feel
seen, valued, and cared For. | remember how
you would return from your travels with gifts
for every single member of staff in the office. It
was never about the size of the gift. It was the
thought behind it. The fact that you
remembered everyone. The fact that your
kindness always made room for others.

On days when | was troubled about life, work,
and the uncertainty of the Future, you became a
pillar of strength. You listened carefully, even
with your busy schedule. You never made me
feel like my concerns were too small or
unimportant. You would take yeur time to
counsel me, to teach me, and to prepare me for
life with the patience of aFather.

¥You were industrious, disciplined, and
hardworking. Even until just some years ago,
you would stay late in the office, writing letters,
attending to tasks, and giving yourself Fully to
the work. Whanaver | said, "OM, you work too
hard,” you would smile and reply, "Overwarking
and underpaid.” It became our inside joke, but
beneath the humour was a lesson | will never
forget. You taught me that true leadership is
not Found in title or position, but in service,
commitment, and the willingness to keep
giving of oneself,



You nurtured me as your own, and your love did
not stop with me. You extended that same
warmth and kindness to my family. For that, |
will always be grateful.

This is such a painful tribute to write, because
there were moments of joy and celebration we
still looked Forward to sharing with you. There
Were conversations yet to be had, milestones
yet to be witnessed, and memories yet to be
made. But even in this grief, | find comfort in
believing that you are mow resting with the
angels, watching overus from above.

indeed, God knows best.

it is my prayer that everything and everyone
you left behind will be preserved by the
Almighty Himself. May your legacy of kindness,
wisdom, diligence, and fatherly love continue
to live on in all of us who were blessed to know
yOu.

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)

Restwell, OM.

Youwera more than a mentor.
Youwere afather.

And you will Forever remain in my heart.

Omoyemi {aka Abikehin)

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI Fria, pPia

it is with deep respect and sadness that 1 join
athers in mourning Arc. (Chief) Olufemi
Majekodunmi FMIA, PPNIA, a true pillar of
Migerian architecture and a remarkable
mentor.

As an alumnus of FMA Architects, | carry lasting
memaories of a studio shaped by his gquiet
discipline, high standards, and unwavering
commitment to excellence. He taught us that
architecture goes beyond drawings and
buildings, it is about integrity, precision, and
responsibility.

Though firm in expectation, he inspired growth
im away that stayed with you long after you left
the studio. Many of us today owe our
professional grounding to the culture he built
and the values he upheld.

He ieaves behind more than a legacy of
projects: he leaves behind a generation of
architects shaped by his visionand example.

May his gentle soul rest in perfect peace, and
may his legacy continue to guide the profession
he so deeply loved.

Farewell, Sir, and thank vou For everything.

From an Alumnus of FMA Architects (Bolaji
Aleshinloye)



MY TRIBUTETO OM

We are very grateful to God for the gift of his
veryimpactful life.

Getting into FMA and realizing | could simply
address a renowned architect of his status as
"OM* was the first culture shock about the
special one. | soon realized how comfortable he
wasaboutit!

A boss who laid greater emphasis on being
human than being a businessman. Family
before work was his well espoused life
principle. That ultimately got greater loyalty
and commitment from every member of the
FMA team. He led by example with great
humility and clarity of values. He was always
eager to celebrate any of us and never tried to
make light of any effort towards excellence.
Wwe worked harder to make him proud more
than the fear of his anger because of his very
kind disposition tous.

A boss who rarely displayed anger and never
made condescending remarks about anyone, at
least to my knowledge. A perfect gentleman he
was!

Meeting him at the exit door at the end of a
day's work, however often that happened, was
always a pleasant experience as his remarks
would be more of enquiries about my welfare
and expressed regards to my wife and children
than progress with the official tasks of the day.
He just trusted us to do our best and that was
Fine by him.

My Family and | today celebrate our ebullient
OM, my late boss and professional life mentor.

Sleep well Arc (Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi
FHLA PPHIA.

Arc.Olusegun Abijo (S4)

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF ARC.
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

PPMIA, FNIA, PPAUA, PPULA

It is with deep sorrow that | pay tribute to the
life and legacy of Chief Arc. Olufemi
Majekodunmi (OM)

He was an exceptional architect, a visionary
leader, and a quintessential gentleman whose
influence on the architectural profession
extended Far beyond his immediate practice.
His commitment to axcellence,
professionalism, and integrity set a standard
that continues to inspire generaticns.

I had the privilege of working at FMA Architects
under his leadership, and he was a profound
source of inspiration. That experience played a
defining role in shaping my Foundation as a
practitioner and setting me on a fulfilling and
purpose-driven career path, For which | remain
sincerely grateful.

OM embodied mentorship in its truest sense.
His presence, guidance, and example left an
enduring impression on all who had the
opportunity to work with orlearn From him.

While we mourn his passing, we also celebrate a
life remarkably well lived—one marked by
service, impact, and lasting contribution to the
profession and sociaty,

| extend my heartfelt condolences to the
present and past FMA Family, to Architect Deji
Majekodunmi and his siblings, and to all who
were privileged to know him. His legacy will
continue to live on in the profession he helped
Lo shape.

May his gentle soul rest in perfect peace. Good
night sirl

Goke Faromika, United Kingdom



TRIBUTE TO ARC (CHIEF)
FEMI MAJEKODUNMI!

The news of Arc. Femi Majekodunmi came to
me like ashotout of the blues!

I've always known Arc Femi Majekodunmisince |
got back Ffrom the UK, as one of the leading
lights of the Built Environment in Nigeria
indead Africa.

He was not just a Leader, he was also a great
Mentor irrespective of your area of speciality in
the Industry.

He had a soft-spoken, not too assertive voice in
carrying out his duties as a Project Leader. This
indeed was a good tonic, a great attribute that
brings great laurels to him as a leader as well as
endeared him to the youmg ones in the
professionsasa'goto’ person.

He made a great and enduring stride in his
chosen career, Architecture.

The FMA flagship in Marina, the iconic, Old MAL
Headquarter, now Sterling Bank, headgquarteris
an eloguent testimony of how he had carried
his simplicity and unigue urbanist into his
architecture service delivary.

He was one in discussion with him, who always
believed that the Construction Industry is best
served when everyone stays within their areas
of compatence. He preached it, and he acted it
inall ramifications.

Arc Femi Majekodunmi, you have run a good
race and have left an indelible mark in the field
af Architecture globally.

Your legacy will live long ameng the young ones
who had the opportunity to meet with you and
many more who have heard or will hear only
your namein Future,

The Construction Industry, have lost a leader,
anerudite professional, a great organizer, and a
trail blazer.

May your path back to the luminous home,
paradise, be laced with floodgates of grace and
mercy from the throne of acceptance of
pravers. Amen.

Adieu Chief Arc. Femi Majekodunmi

Segun Ajanlekoko
Fost President of the NIQS

ARC. CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI,
LUKOTUN EGBALAND

That Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi was called to
rest at the period when the demise of his
beloved daughter (Funke) was still Fresh in our
mind is devastating. It is indeed a deadly blow
beyond human comprehension. God knows
best.

Chief Femi Majekodunmi, a Migerian in African
brown skin, with a mind of a European and a
heart of a Christian was unigue in all aspects of
life endeavors. When | got employed by Femi
Majekodunmi Associates in the month of
November 1990, nothing in my wildest dream
revealed to me that | would be in the
employment For over 2 decades.

Chief Femi Majekodunmi fondly called O.M. in
corporate environment made FMA Architects a
home and work environment, a family affair.
Chief Femi Majekoedunmi cared For the
wellbeing of all workers in the company and
would delightfully provide succor to anyone in
need. He ensured some of the workers in his
employment had roof over their heads, mine
was no exception. He got FMA Architects to
design my house and he was physically present
during the house dedication. An action which 1
found amazing and encouraging even up to the
moment of putting this tribute together.

In history, for over 20 years of my employment
in FMA Architects even in my capacity as the
Office Manager, Admin/Finance, Chief Femi
Majekodunmi ensured staff paychecks do not
exceed the due date. This is very unlike a
Migerian business man. The goodwill of my
service while in FMA Architects Ltd earned me
the clientele of my present consultancy service
15 years after exiting the Firm of Chief Femi
Majekodunmi. May God continually bless his
offsprings: Amen.

Chief Femi Majekodunmi didn't flaunt wealth
during his lifetime, he wasn't tribal, he
embraced all and age difference was no barrier.
His life was worthy of emulation in all
ramification.

“Surely he shall not be mowved forever; the
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance”
Psalm 112:6



My heartfelt sympathy goes to the Managing
Partner of FMA Architects Ltd, Arc. Femi
Agboola, all Partners, Associates and staff. |
pray almighty God comfort Arc. Deji
Majekodunmi, his siblings and all members of
the family both at home and in the diaspora.
While praying that Chief Femi Majekodunmi
gentle soul blossom in the bosom of our Lord.
ATMEn.

AdieuO.M.

Clugbenga Oresajo
Farmer, Office Manoger Admin/Fingnce (201 1)
FuaArchitects Lid

TRIBUTE TO ARC (CHIEF)

FEMI MAJEKODUNMI!

We give glory to God For the life of a gentleman
professional, whose simplicity, candour,
uprightness and humane demeanor attracted
both old, contemporaries and old te him in
loving adoration. Arc FMA, as many called him
lived a dedicated life in all sincerity to man and
the profession without neglecting attention to
his Maker. He related with the upcoming
generations in the profession to encourage and
challenge them to grow. My little interaction
with him in the 80s afforded me the
opportunity to experience his objective
approach and consideration for balanced
apinions during sessions of appraising
proposals submitted For the rehabilitation of
the burnt Fameous Cocoa House in Ibadan— a
Committee he chaired as representative of the
Migerian Institute of Architects.

His rising in the profession to the international
platforms added a Fillip to the recognition of
the Migerian Architect posture, and many
others followed with ease onthe global stage.

As age caught up with the colossus of the man
FMA, hisregular appearance on NiA WhatsApp
platform defied the aging syndrome, because
he was always ready to comment on and
appreciate peopla's contributions Fulfilling the
Christian 5Scripture of Psalm 92:14 that even at
that age, "they shall still bring Forth Fruit in old
age, they shall be Fat and Flourishing". Wea
honour today even in death, and his memory
will linger For quite some time, that a man FMA
truly came, saw and conquered in many realms
of endeavour. May the Lord endow the Family
with grace to keep the legacy of Arc. FMA as we

pray that they will operate in the type of love,
dedication to service of man and Ged, en this
side of the Divide_....

Arc.Dare Gbadegesin rus,
Btd Permanant Sacretary, Ovo Stale.

THE PASSING OF ARC.
CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI, ppnia, PPUIA

‘A Tsunamic Loss to the Architectural
Profession Locally and internationally’

| was deeply saddened to when | heard of the
passing of Arc. Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi,
PPMIA, PPUIA. With his passing, the
architectural profession in Migeria, Africa and
indeed the world has lost one of its most
distinguished and respected leaders.

Chief Femi Majekodunmi belonged to a
generation of architects who built the
foundations upon which many of us have
practiced our profession. Throughout his
distinguished career, he combined professional
excellence with service, leadership, courage
and an unwavering commitment to the
advancement of architecture.

He played a pioneering role in the affairs of the
African Union of Architects (AUA), serving as its
first Secretary-General from 1981 to 1984 and
helping to establish the Foundations upon
which the organisation continues to operate
today. His contribution to professional
development and cooperation among African
architects remains significant and enduring.

Chief Majekodunmi also served as the 10th
President of the MNigerian Institute of
Architects (MIA) From 1983 to 1985, During his
tenure, he strengthened the position of the
Institute both natiomally and internationally
and continued to advance the cause of
professional excellence within the
architectural community.

His leadership qualities were recognised
intermationally when, in 1990, he became the
First African to be elected President of the
Intermational Union of Architects (UIA), sarving
from 1990 to 1993. This was a proud moment
not only For Migeria but For the entire African



continent. Through his work in the MNIA, AUA
and UlA, he demonstrated that African
architects could lead the profession at the
highest international level.

I remember with pride that Chief Majekodunmi
was part of the delegation that successfully
campaigned for the removal of apartheid South
Africa from the Commonwealth Association of
Architects. At a time when many preferred
silence, he stood firmly on the side of justice,
fairness and professional integrity.

One of the ironies of history was that, years
later, Following the end of apartheid, he was
invited to South Africa by the South African
Institute of Architects. After attending a dinner
hosted by the President of the Institute, he was
informed that he had been admitted as a
member. Egbon later told me, with his
characteristic humour, that nebody had
informed him that the dinner itself was the
inberview.

That moment reflected the respect he had
earned throughout the international
architectural community and the esteem in
which he was held by colleagues across the
world,

Beyond his achievements and titles, Chief
Majekodunmi was a mentor to many younger
architects. He was generous with his time, wise
in counsel and always willing to support
initiatives that would strengthen the
profession. His calm disposition, dignity and
commitment to ethical practice earned him the
admiration of colleagues both at home and
abroad.

His passing at the age of 86 marks the end of an
extraordinary chapter in the history of African
architecture. Yet his legacy remains firmly
embedded in the institutions he helped to
build, the principles he championed and the
generations of architects he inspired.

The architectural profession has lost one of its
Foremost ambassadors. Migeria has lost one of
its most distinguished professionals. Africa has
lost one of its pioneering architectural leaders
and ene of its greatest international
representatives.

As the first Secretary-General of the African
Union of Architects, the 10th President of the
Migerian Institute of Architects and the First
African President of the International Union of

Architects, Chief Femi Majekodunmi leaves a
legacy that will endure for generations. His
achievements, leadership and dedication to the
profession will continue to inspire architects
throughout Africa and beyond.

| extend my deepest condolences to his Family,
friends, colleagues and the entire architectural
fraternity.

may his gentle soul restin perfect peace.
Farewell, Egbon Femi.

Your legacy will continue to inspire generations
of architects across Africa and beyond.

Dr.Lanre Towry-Coker, miza, rraw, MaLawiuw, Fho.

TRIBUTETO A
REMARKAELE FOUNDER
AND CHAIRMAN,

CHIEF (ARC.) OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI (OM)

"1 To everything there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is
planted:

— Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2 (KJV)

It is with a heavy heart yet profound gratitude
to God that | write this tribute in honour of our
beloved Founder and Chairman, Chief (ARC.)
Olufemi Majekodunmi (OM), whose passing has
teft an irreplaceable void in our hearts and in
the firm, FMA Architects Ltd., he so
passionately built.

For almost seven years, | had the privilege of
working under his leadership and witnessing
firsthand the extraordinary character that
made him not only a successful founder but
also an exceptional human being. He was a man
whose life reflected kindness, generosity,
humility, and genuine love For people.

In many organizations, the arrival of the
chairman often creates tension and anxiety
among staff. However, our Founder, OM, was
different. Faces brightened, smiles appeared,
and everyone looked forward to seeing him. His
presence brought joy rather than fear because
he always carried with him a spirit of kindness
and generosity.



He had a unigue way of making everyone feel
valued and appreciated. Mo visit was complete
without him finding a way to bless someone.
Whether through words of encouragement,
financial support, gifts, or simple acts of care,
he consistently demonstrated that leadership
isaboutserving others.

One personal memory | still remember was
when he gifted me a new wristwatch. it was one
of many examples of how he touched lives in
meaningful ways. He had an uncommaon abilicy
to make people feel seen, valued, and
remembered.

Beyond his generosity, his humility was truly
remarkable, Despite his achievements and
paosition, he related with people from all walks
of life with respect and dignity. He listened
attentively, spoke kindly, and treated everyone
as an important member of the organization.
His leadership was characterized by
compassion rather than authority, and this
earned him the genuine love and respect of
those who worked with him.

Hisimpact extended Far beyond the weorkplace.
He was a mentor, a Father figure, a benefactor,
and a source of inspiration to many. Countless
lives were positively transformed through his
suppart, guidance, and encouragement. The
values he embodied continue to influence us
and will remain a lasting part of his legacy.

While we mourn his departure, we are
comforted by the memories he left behind and
the countiess lives he touched. His good works,
selfless service, and unwavering kindness will
continue to speak long after his passing.

On behalf of my Family and |, we express our
unfeigned gratitude for a life well lived. His
legacy will continue to inspire both present and
Future generations.

May God grant his Family, loved ones, Friends,
and all members of the FMA Architects Ltd. the
strengthand comfort to bearthis great loss.
Rest peacefully, dear OM. Your work is done,
your race is finished, and yvour memory will
Farever remain a blessing to us all.

Joshua Borokinni [/8)
Farmer Staff-Faa Architects Lid

TRIBUTE TO A GREAT MAN,
LATE ARC. CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI.

With a broken heart yet a consolation For an
impactful life lived by OM. | am touched to
express my heartfelt tribute to the memory of
an exemplary leader Arc. Chief Olufemi
Majekodunmi. During my time at FMA
Architects Led From 2008 to 2013, | experienced
first-hand the positive influence he had on all of
us at the firm. His leadership and dedication not
only shaped our architectural endeavors but
also fostered a supportive and mokivating work
environment.

Chief Majekodunmi was not just a brilliant
architect: he was a mentor and a friend to ALL.
He was always ready to offer guidance and
encouragement. His commitment to excellence
and his genuine care For the well-being of staff
and colleagues left an indelible mark that will
be remembered Fondly. On a personal ground,
O assisted me at a difficult time that | will
never forget no matkter the situation.

As we gather to honor his remarkable life, | Feel
privileged to contribute my thoughts and
memories, Please include this tribute in the
keepsake that will be presented during the
funeral service,

May his gentle soul continue to rest in the
peaceinJesus name Amen.
With warmregards,

Arc. Chidi Emma Ifeagwu.
O Dept Buildings (DOE)
Washington D, UEA



TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

FONDLY CALLED OM,
WITH HIGH RESPECT.

#y Family and | give thanks to God For B6 years
of a life that meant so much to us.

OM was, in every sense of the word, a builder
not only of structures but of people. The global
reach of his works is a testament to his impact.
Structures that still stand today as testaments
to his skill, his eye for beauty, and his belief that
the spaces we inhabit should inspire the people
within them. But anyone who knew him well
will tell you: the buildings were never the most
impressive thing he built.

What set him apart was how he related to
people of all classes and tribes. No
discrimination. He had a gift forit. Whether you
were a seasoned professional or someone just
finding your Footing, he had a way of seeing
potential in you before you saw it in yourself.
His door was open to all. His phone was always
answered. Always caring about people's
welFare and progress. Many people who carry
confidence and purpose today trace it back to a
conversation with him, an opportunity he
created, or simply the way he believed in them
without condition.

He was a Father figure to my Family and many
more people. Not because he sought the role,
but because he lived in a way that maturally
drew people to him. He was generous without
FanFare, wise without arrogance, and kind in the
particularway that actually costs something.

His life demonstrated something worth
remembering: that greatness isn't only
measured in what you achieve, but in who you
lift along the way.

My Farnily and | will miss him deeply. But we also
celebrate him — For the skylines he shaped, the
Family he loved, and the lasting difference he
made in individual lives.

Rest well, OM. You lived a very admirable and
very good life.

“The memary of the righteous s a blessing.” —
Proverbs 10:7

May his Family, friends, colleagues, and all
whose lives he touched find comfort and

strength during this season of loss.

SeyiAderele

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

May the soul of Arc. (Chief) Femi Majekodunmi
restin perfect peace. Amen.

His passing is a great toss, and his good deeds
will be remembered by many. In the early days
of establishing CA Consultants, | approached
him te be my mentor, and he graciously
accepted. He gave my young consulting
engineering firm a remarkable opportunity by
inviting us to join the design team on several
Chevron Migeria projects in Escravos, Port
Harcourt, Warri, and Lagos.

For over 13 years, CA Consultants was
privileged to participate in major Chevron
projects, an experience that also took me on
numerous professional trips to Portland,
Oregon, USA, for collaboration and
consultations. At a time when such
opportunities were often reserved for larger
and more established firms, Chief
Majekodunmi believed in me and opened doors
that helped shape the Future of our company.

I will always remain grateful for his confidence,
mentorship, and support. His legacy will
continue to live on through the many lives and
careers he touched.

May his soul restin perfect peace. Amen.

Engr. Charles "Yele Akindayomi, rus:
Chairman, €A Consultants Lid,



IN HONOR OF A LEGEND:
INDUSTRY ICON AND
MENTOR

My early interactions with Chief were from a
respectful distance. Whenever | visited the
office, | always made sure to greet him
properly, and he always responded with
characteristic grace. To me, he was a reverad
elderand a Father figure.

Our dymamic changed the day he called upon
me to conduct a sktructural assessment of his
fFather's old property in Abeokuta. After |
submitted my report, | realized that Chief loved
ko engage with young professionals to gauge
their intellect and potential He possessed a
rare humility; he never looked down on anyone,
a trait that earned my deepest admiration.

Chief was widely celebrated as a pioneering
architect, but his true greatness lay in his
humanity. At his milestone birchday reception,
Arc. Roti Delano shared a story that | will never
forget. A mother had brought her child to St
Micholas Hospital for critical care but was
unable to afford the millions required for
immediate treatment. Seeing her frantic pleas
at the reception, Chief intervened. Upon
hearing the dilernma, he simply told the staff:
"Treat the child and send the bill to my office on
the penthouse.” He saved a life that day, doing
so for a stranger he expected nothing from in
return.

While 1 have met many successful individuals,
very few carry this level of genuine empathy.
That moment elevated my respect for him to an
entirely new level. Chief used his stature not to
diminish others, but to nurture the young
minds who crossed his path.

The architectural community has lost a titan
and a golden mentor. He will be deeply missed.
May his soul restineternal peace.

Niyi Olatunji
Managging Partner
Cruxstone Prafects Associates Lid

TRIBUTE TO ARC CHIEF
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

adieu OM, Arc Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi. Itis
sad to hear the news of your passing.

Working with you in the early 90s was a good
experience Ffor me, and | learnt so much from
your leadership within the Few years | was at
your office.

| admire your humble personality despite your
blessed resources. You were also endowed with
kind words.

Your generosity was a gift from God. | cannot
forgetin the late 90s when your firm gave some
architectural works to us, as you were
overloaded with works then. | still cherish that
gesture and privilege until today.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon him.

May the gentle soul of Late Arc Chief Olufemi
Majekodunmi and the souls of all the FaithFul
departed through the mercy of God rest in
peace, Amen.

Arc OlufFemi Aina, ruia
AlNA + ASSOCIATES DESIGNS LIMITED.
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF (ARC.)
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

I met Arc. Majekodunmi, or "OM" as he was
fondly known at FMA, in 1982 when | joined
Biobaku Faber and Partners.

We often held meetings in his office while
working on MAL (now Sterling) House. He was
also deeply passionate about 5t. Saviour's
Church, which became evident during our work
on the church project. He took a keen interestin
every aspect of the design and ensured that all
proposals received hisapproval.

Despite his seniority, he related with me as a
colleague and always treated me with warmth
and respect. Over the years, | made it a point to
reach out to him on his birthdays. My last
correspondence with him was on 10 May, when
he finally responded to my birthday message.

Arc. Majekodunmi made a tremendous impact
on the built environment in both Nigeria and
across Africa. His contributions, leadership, and
presence will be sorely missed.

| extend my sincere condolences to Deji, the
immediate Family, and the entire FMA team.

May his soul continue to rest in the bosom of
the Lord. Amen.

Engr. Oluwole Alli

TRIBUTE TO MY MENTOR
AND BIG EGBON

Dear Uncle Femi {or "OM", as we Fondly called
you behind your back),

| was deeply saddened to learn of your
departure Ffrom this earth. So saddened, in Fact,
that | Found myself doing something | never
imagined | would do—wailing as | spoke to Daji
that Fateful Friday morning when | heard the
MEAWS,

While | may have occasionally mentioned it to
you in snippets over the years, my greatest
regret now is that my wife and | never had the
opportunity to sit down with vou and properly
tell you just how much influence you had on the
trajectory of my life. | hope this brief tribute
can, in some small way, make up For that
Omission,

From the very first day | met you, while | was stifl
a site engineer with Bouygues an the MAL
Towers project in Marina (now Sterling Towers),
| was struck by your simplicity and down-to-
earth nature. Imagine the great Arc. Femi
Majekodunmi of Ferni Majekodunmi Associates
leaving my French bosses and coming over to
chat with us young Nigerian engineers. You may
never have realised it, but that gesture
immediately endeared you to me.

Years later, when | decided to strike out on my
own, you were the second person | informed of
my plans. | remember leaving your office
somewhat dejected because you were
remarkably non-committal. Much later, when |
brought this up in conversation, you laughed
and explained that you had received even
harsher treatment From your Father, Dr. Moses
Majekodunmi. You said it was your own way of
teaching resilience and ensuring that | never
took anything for granted.

| pressed on, pounding the pavement and
repeatedly knocking on your office door at 52
Odunlami Street—a place | can never forget
because, in many ways, that was where it all
began for me.

Eventually, you tested me with the renovation
of your block of flats at 2 Biaduo Street, Keffi. |
still remember presenting you with two pricing
options and, to my surprise and
disappointment at the time, you chose the
more expensive one. After the successful
completion of that project, which you correctly
suspected carried very little profit margin,
everything changed. You became one of my
greatest advocates, entrusting me with
projects and recommending me whenever you
believed | could deliver,

¥You referred me to countless clients, many of
whom | still maintain enduring relationships
with today. In many respects, you taught me niot
just construction but the art of business,
relationships, and client management

| remember dimbing roofs with you in lkoyi and
wondering why a man of your stature, with an
entire team of architects and site supervisors at
his disposal, was still personally inspecting
projects. That was your trademark—an
unwavering commitment to excellence
regardless of the size of the project or the
status of the client.



Throughwork, | came to know members of your
wonderful Family, including Aunty Victoria of
blessed memory. She was especiatly kind to my
wife, perhaps because of their shared love of
flowers. Those memaories remain very precious
tous.

| also remember the beautiful speech you gave
at my 40th birthday celebration. | silently
promised myself that one day | would repay
that kindness. ThankFfully, that opportunity
came on vour 70th birthday. When it was my
turn to speak, | told everyone present that you
were a gift to humanity. | also publicly
apologised because | doubted | would ever be
able to give your children even half of what you
had given me.

The truth is that almost everything about you
was worthy of emulation—your humility,
sincerity, diplomacy, character, competence,
principles, and integrity.

Professionally, you rose to the very pinnacle of
your field, serving not only Migeria but also the
architectural profession across Africa and the
Commaonwealth. Through your leadership roles
in the African Union of Architects and the
Commonwealth Association of Architects, you
left an indelible mark on the profession.

You expanded Femi Majekodunmi Associates
beyond Migeria into countries such as
Zimbabwe and Lesotho. Mamy of the young
professionals you mentored there continue to
thrive today, a testament to your ability to build
people as well as buildings.

In your later years, your desire bo give back led
you inko academia through youwr teaching and
mentering roles at the University of Lagos,
ensuring that another generation would
benefit from your wisdom and experience.

| can only imagine the emotional burden of
losing both your beloved wife and life
companion, Aunty Victoria, and your dear
daughter, Funke. Yet through it all, you carriaed

yourself with remarkable dignity and grace.

Sir, take heart. God knows, and we know, that

you lived a full, meaningful, and consequential
life.

You were a genuinely good man in every sense
of the word.

As | said on your 70th birthday, and as | believe
even more strongly today, you were a gift to
humanity.

Your legacy lives on in the buildings you
designed, the institutions you helped shape,
the architects you mentored, the Family you
nurtured, and the countless lives you
touched—mine included.

May Heaven receive you in glory and grant you
eternal rest.

Restin peace, Uncle Femi.

Always,
Yourboy,
NnamdiAgbim

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,
FNIA, RIBA

Very few people could inspire a young man
growing up the way Chief Femi Majekodunmi
did. | First knew of him through my maternal
Benin family, the aAkpataline.

One summer, while spending the holidays with
my uncle, Chief Tayo Akpata, he came home
with a giveaway plastic tray bearing the picture
of this handsome man, whose wedding he had
chaired.

His name was Architect Ferni Majekodunmi.

My next encounter with Architect Femi
Majekodunmi came when | was accepted as a
summer intern at the FMA offices on Odunlami
Street, Lagos. It was an inspiring experience. |
met Roti Delano as a young associate, |bare
Akinsan was my direct boss, and Architect
Brown was a partner. The overwhelming
authenticity for me was being in the midst of
Femi Majekodunmi himself.

Hewas a tall, handsome, deliberate, and almost
debonair architect extraordinaire. He
epitomised refinement and knowledge,
qualities that younger interns and architects
tried to emulate.

His initials, OM, were brandished at every
opportunity, and we were allin awe of his cross-
country and international journeys, as well as
his exposure to the wider world.



When | gualified, | applied to join Godwin and
Hopwood only because | knew Oflufemi
Majekodunmi was a director there after having
worked fora few years.

Wwhen | eventually set up practice on my own
and was trying hard to emulate him, | found
myself in Botswana and visited his offices

there, hoping to establish practice in Southern
Africa.

In between these times, | served as an early
secretary to the building committee at Our
Saviour's Church, where John Godwin was also
an adviser. When FMA was chosen as the
architect for the new church, we were all
relieved, and the testament to FMA is dearly
seen in the building, which remains a standard
Far churches in Nigeria.

In Ehe intervening years, Architect
Majekodunmi became a mentor to a greak many
of us, When ACAN was created, he gave his
support, even though he had also wanted the
Migerian chapter of the RIBA to be established.
He always put his country and his institute first.

The last time | interacted with Chief
Majekodunmi was at Our Saviour's Church, but
not before he delivered a most glorious speech
at the memaorial service of John Godwin in
London. My interaction with him confirmed
what many of us already knew: here was an
e¢lder statesman who could deliver great
oratory in a relaxed, jovial, and meaningFful
manner. His wit, knowledge, presence, and
skilful oratory were not lost on an international
audience. His legacy as a pioneering architect
and professional statesman, whose leadership
on the Migerian, African, and world
stages—from secretary te president of our
professional bodies—exemplified a man of a
generation we cannot replace. His integrity,
Foresight, and Forthrightness will always be
remembered by the next generation, just as his
buildings all over Migeria and beyond will
continue to add to his everiasting legacy.

| pray that his Family will take some solace in the
Fact that their Father, grandfather, brother,
uncle, and mentor to architects and building
professionals around the world was a great
Migerian whose legacy is cast in stone. | pray
that his soul will rest in perfeckt peace. Amen

Ayoola Tokunbo Onajide

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE

ARC [CHIEF] OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI, rnia, PeNIA

The Management and Staff of Geosys Migeria
Limited extend our heartfelt condolences to
the Partners, Management, and Staff of FMA
Architects on the passing of your Chairman and
Founder, Arc. OlufemiMajekodunmi, FMIA.

We recognize that this is a profound loss for
your organization and For the architectural
profession at large. The vision, leadership, and
commitment to excellence that Arc.
Majekodunmi, who brought to FMA Architects
helped establish the Ffirm as one of the most
respected names in the built environment,
leaving a legacy that will endure for
generations.

Over the years, Geosys MNigeria has had the
priviltege of working with FMA Architects on
various engagements, and we have always
admired the professionalism, standards, and
culture of excellence for which your
organization is known. These qualities stand as
a bestament to the values and Foundation laid
by your late Chairman.

At this difficult time, we join your clients,
associates, friends, and well-wishers in
mourning his passing while celebrating a life of
remarkable achievement and service.

Piease accept our sincere sympathies and
prayers. We wish the entire FMA Architects
Family strength, comfort, and peace in the days
ahead.

May his soul rest in perfect peace.
For: Geosys Nigeria Limited

Surv. 5ir. Olumide Vincent Adewebi reesis
Regards



ADIEU; CHIEF ARC.
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

FNIA, PPNIA, PPAUA.

It is with profound sadness, but with total
submission to the will of GOD that | join the
Majekodunmi Family, Friends, and the
architectural community in mourning the
passing of Arc. Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi,
FHLA, PPHIA, PPULA, PPALIA,

Chief Majekodunmi was a distinguished
architect, an exceptional leader, and a Father
figure to many of us. | was really broken today
as | went through our private chats, particularly
his last birchday wish to me this year..."My dear
sister, friend CHIOMA and NIA Firsk Vice
President, | wish you MANY HAPPY RETURNS
OF TODAY, full of the abundant blessings of the
Almighty for you and For your Family. Warmest
regards, Arc FemiMajekodunmi PPNIA

His wisdom, humility, and unwavering
caommitment to excellence left an indelible
mark on the profession and on all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

His remarkable service as Past President of the
Migerian Institute of Architects, the
International Union of Architects, the African
Union of Architects stands as a testament to a
life dedicated to advancing architecture locally
and globally.

Though he will be sorely and greatly missed, his
legacy of excellent service, mentership, and
professionalism will continue to inspire
generations.

On behalf of my colleagues, Friends, and
admirers within the Federal Ministry of
Housing and Urban Developmentand the wider
architectural community, | extend my most
sincere heartfelt condolences to his Family,
Lwed ones, and all who were privileged to know
im.

May God grant them/us comfort during this
difficult time, and may his gentle soul rest in
perfect peace AMEN.

Arc. Chioma Wogu-Ogbenna, raa.

It Wice-Presidant Mid.

Diractor/HoD Federal Public Assets Malntenance
Department (FRAM), Federal Mindstny of Howusing and Urban

Development (FMHLIDE

TRIBUTE

The passing of Chief Femi Majekodunmi has
been received with deep sadness,

An accomplished architect of distinction, he
made a notable contribution to his profession,
leaving behind a legacy of vision, discipline and
axcellence, He will be remembered not only For
his professional achievements, but also For the
dignity and integrity with which he conducted
his lifa.

To our Family, Chief Majekodunmi, together
with his late wife, Aunty Vicky, shared a
longstanding and trusted friendship with the
late DIG Jenkins Coker (Rtd), our mother, Eki
Coker, and the wider family — a relationship
founded on mutual respect, warmth and
enduring goodwill. In addition to this close
family bond, he reposed great confidence in me
professionally, entrusting me with his legal
affairs, both personal and those of his firm,
FMaA Architects — a responsibility | regarded as
both anhonour and a privilege.

He will be remembered For his quiet strength,
considered wisdom and gracious manner, and
for the valued place he held within our Family's
history.

May the Almighty grant him eternal rest and
comfort all who mourn his passing.

May his soul rest in perfect peace.

Mr Kofoworola Coker



TRIBUTE TO CHIEF (ARC.)

FEMI MAJEKODUNMI

FNIA; RIBA, PPNIA, PPUIA

Uncle Femi, as | called him, was very close to my
parents. It was the early 1980s, and his firm,
FMA, had just completed a design For my mum
on her land inthe then-new Lekki Phase One.

Iwas an architectural student in the UK, writing
my thesis for my BA Arch degree titled "The
Yoruba Courtyard House.™ | was back in Lagos
conducting research and had secured a
meeting with him through my dad.

On the day, | drove myself to the FMA office on
Odunlami Streat. As | waited in reception to be
called in, | was impressed by the quality of the
office: you could have been in an architect's
office in the UK.

Aftera couple of minutes, | was usheredinto his
office. As | walked in, nervous and star-struck, |
asked him if | should leave the door open or
shut. He bellowed, "Open, of course, just asyou
met it — or are we telling secrets?” He then
gave me a reassuring smile that lic up his face.
This was one of his great qualities: he had the
knack of putting people at ease.

He was President of the MIA at the time and
was, in Fact, about to be interviewed by a news
anchor from NTA. Part of the discussion, if |
remember clearly, was the spate of fires in tall
buildings, as the NECOM House building had
caught fire and caused great concern within the
international architectural community.

Uncle Femi was quite pleased with my topic
and, after discussing my future career path,
immediately switched to his current project —
his new house in Victoria Island, which he had
designed as a modern interpretation of the
Yoruba courtyard house, using some of the
principles explored by an Egyptian architect
friend of his.

Uncle Femi treated me with great respect. He
invited me to accompany him and the reporter
to see the progress of his house and personally
explain his designintent.

He even introduced me to the reporter as a
young architectural student from the UK and
encouraged her to ask me questions on the
topics being discussed.

| was both humbled and excited, and | shared
my thoughts on how such fires could be
prevented, detected, and Foughtin the Future,

This encounter marked the beginning of a
lifelong mentorship between Uncle Femi and
me.

By the time | returned to Lagos, he was there as
a springboard for me to share ideas, seek
advice, and test my thinking.

Uncle Femihad a remarkable gift for mentoring
others. wWhether he was building his practice,
developing woung professionals, elevating
staff into leadership positions, or raising his
family, he approached each responsibility with
the same level of care, discipline, and
generosity.

He often spoke about his own journey with his
children, particularly Deji, and emphasised the
importance of being fully present as a Father
despite the demands of a successful
professional career. He would describe how he
moved effortlessly between the roles of
Managing Partner and Dad, never allowing oneg
to diminish the other.

In fack, Uncle Femi was a gentleman
extraordinaire and shared many stories from
his student, professional, and family life that 1
have tried to emulate.

One story that still resonates with me is that, if 1
remember correctly, after completing his
degree he went to work for an architecturat
firm in Washington, D.C., in 1963 — the year
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated.

He told me how, as the most junior architect in
the office, he was sent to a store to buy a
transistor radio, around which the entire office,
including the partners, gathered to follow the
proceedings of President Kennedy's funeral
He described it as a real watershed moment for
the world, and he found himself at the heart of
ic. | often reflect on how that period of his life
must have helped shape the architect, leader,
teacher, and mentor he became.



I was recently reading through my past
WhatsApp messages with Uncle Femi and came
across his response to a message | had sent a
few years ago informing him that | had been
elected into the College of Fellows. As always,
he responded promptly. He said he was proud
and concluded with words of wisdom and a

prayer.

My colleague Deji, the entire FMA Family, and,
by extension, the Majekodunmi family, we have
all lost an icon. You have lost a father,
grandfather, brother, and boss.

He has left a lasting legacy, one of which you are
now the custodians. May his gentle soul rest in
perfect peace.

LP GREGS, SIR.
Sunneo.

Ade Laoye ruw rEasrchitet
FOUMNDER & MANAGING BARTNER, ECADARCHITECTS

TRIBUTE TO ARC. CHIEF
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

Chief, you were more than an architect, you
were a builder of people.

In an age when titles often bred distance, you
walked humbly into a hall of students at the
University of Lagos in the late 80°s shared your
wisdom and then did what Few masters would:
offered your time For free to mentor young
architects still Finding their Footing.

That was you, abreask of technology, towering
in authority, yet choosing to kneel beside the
nexkgenerakion.

You found joy not just in drawings and
struckures, but in lifting others to see beyond
the blueprint. Your legacy will not only stand in
buildings, but in the architects, you
encouraged, the minds you shaped and the
humility you molded.

Migeria's architectural space is quieter today.
Butwae tocarry your light Forward.

AdieuSir.
Restin peace and thank you For building us too.

Arc.Hamza Mohamed Shuaibu seas
Lirban ideals Lid

Abuja

A TRIBUTETO AN ICON
OF THE PROFESSION OF
ARCHITECTURE

| first met Arc. Femi Majekodunmi at the M4,
when | was serving as an Assistant Secretary in
the early eighties. He was very jovial and full of
life and ideas. He was also very hardworking
and focused. He encouraged us ko join the ILUFA,
with Arc. Dada Marquis of blessed memaory and
others leading us the young upcoming Female
Architects. He encouraged participation and
inclusiveness.

when | wanted to contest for the post of the
Mational Treasurer of the Institute, he lent his
support. He was very generous. He paid the
international dues of the MIA for decades.
Having participated Fully in LA, CAA, AUA, it
was not surprising that he carried us along. At
the international conferences, e.g. IUA, he
ensured that the ladies in the contingent were
well taken care of, fed well and so on.

At the end of my tenure as the President of NIA
in 2003, | wrote a small booklet titled "The
Memoirs of Madam President." He was so kind
to write the foreword to that little booklet. He
said among others, and | quote "Her success is
not just because she is the first woman
president of the Institute, but because, in spite
of her other responsibilities as a mother, wife
and Permanent Secretary in one of the busiest
ministries in the Lagos State Government, she
has managed to successfully steer the affairs of
the Institute with such grace and Fflair, and
broken much new grounds for the practitioners
of the profession in what has been a difficult
social, economic and political terrain in the life
of our nation today.” 1 really appreciated that
thenand still do now.

He was always there for us in the Institute to
settle disputes and misunderstandings. Even
when young Architects speak brashly and out
of ignorance, he can be trusted bo correct
wisely and with accurate information. When
the MlA building at |dowu Taylor was renovated
during the tenure of IPPNIA, Arc. Mobolaji
Adeniyi, he was the first Past president, outside
myself, who came for a General Meeting in that
building, thereby encouraging the IPPNIA. One
can go on and on. He was a member of the MIA
Board of Trustees, and he was the Principal of
the College of Fellows for along time.



Every good thing must come to an end but we
are unhappy that this end has come so soon. At
the recordings for the 65th Anniversary of our
great Institute, which was held in his house; I,
Arc. 0. C. Majoroh and himself had very deep
and intimate discussions, after others had left,
mainly about what pranks they had played
while young, some mistakes made while grown
up and how they are managing to cope. He was
sure of where he would go after leaving this
world and this is a comfort to me, as this is very
important in the life of a person.

S0, even though an Iroko has fallen, even
though an lcon has changed address, we can say
af him that he has fought the good fight, he has
finished the race, he has kept the faith. We give
God glory that he lived a good life. He impacted
the lives of thousands of people and he has
ended well.

Good night, sir, our dear Father Figure and
continue to rest in the bosom of our Lord till we
meet to part no more.

Arc. (Mrs.) Olubukunola Ejiwunmi=tia, rrria zoot-
2003

TRIBUTE TO ARC.

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI
FNIA PPNIA

It is with a deep sense of gratitude and
profound respect that | pay tribute to Arc
Olufemi Majekodunmi, an ocutstanding
architect, visionary leader, mentor, and one of
the true giants of the architectural profession
inMigeria.

Arc. Majekodunmi was more than the Founder
and Principal Partner of Femi Majekodunmi
Associates (FMA), one of Nigeria's Foremost
architectural practices. He was a builder of
people, a cultivator of excellence, and a shining
example of what dedication to one's profession
can achieve., Through his leadership, FMA
delivered landmark projects across MNigeria,
South Africa, and other parts of the world,
leaving an enduring legacy on the built
environment and on generations of architects
who had the privilege of passing through the
Firm.

| count it a rare privilege that upon my return
From the United Kingdom, | had the

opportunity to serve as a Senior Architect at
FMA between 2000 and 2001. Though my stay
at the firm was relatively brief, the impact of
that period has remained with me throughout
my professional journey.

Working directly under Arc. Majekodunmi’s
supervision on the Federal Ministry of Finance
Project in Abuja was a defining experience in
my career. He possessed an exceptional eye For
detail, a relentless pursuit of quality, and an
unwavering commitment to professional
excellence. Every drawing, every decision, and
every design review was approached with
diligence and purpose. He taught not merely
throughwords but through example.

Beyond the boardroom and project sites, |
remember with great fondness the numerous
trips we made from Lagos to Abuja For the
Federal Ministry of Finance site meetings.
Those journeys revealed a side of him that
many may not have known. We would often
stop at the Sheraton Hotel along the route,
where he delighted in purchasing generous
quantities of confectionery. He had an
unmistakable sweet tooth, and those moments
of laughter, conversation, and shared
refreshments remain treasured memories.
They allowed us to see not only the
accomplished professional but also the warm,
relatable, and affectionate human being
behind the distinguished architect.

what impressed me most was his ability to
combine technical brilliance with humility and
humanity. Despite his towering achievements
and reputation, he remained approachable,
encouraging, and genuinely interested in the
growth of younger professionals. He
challenged us to think critically, work diligently,
and uphold the highest standards ofintegrityin
practice.

The lessons | learned under his guidance helped
shape my outlook on architecture and
professional leadership. When | eventually left
the FMA Family to establish Q Dasign
Consultants Ltd., | carried with me many of the
values and principles that he
embodied—professional excellence, discipline,
integrity, and a commitment to delivering
quality service.

Arc. Majekodunmi's influence extended
beyond the professional sphere into our Family
life. He was greatly loved and respected by my
husband, Maj. Gen. {Rtd.) Obashina Ogunbiyi,



MMI, whom he affectionately adopted as a son.
Their relationship was built on mutual respect,
affection, and admiration. The bond they
shared reflected the generous spirit of a man
who was always willing to embrace others,
encourage them, and make them feel part of his
extended Family.

Today, as | reflect on his remarkable life, I
celebrate not only his achievements as an
architect but alse his immeasurable
contributions as a mentor, father figure, and
friend to many within the profession. His
influence extends Far beyond the buildings he
designed; it lives on in the lives, careers, and
accomplishments of the countless architects he
inspired and nurtured.

Migeria has lost one of its finest architectural
minds. The profession has lost a respected
elder statesman. Many of us have lost a mentor,
father figure, and friend. Yet, we are comforted
by the knowledge that his legacy is firmly
established in the structures he created, the
institution he built, and the many professionals
whose lives he touched.

Fareweil, Boss.

Farewell, Menkor.
Farewell, Father.

Farewell, Senior Colleague.

Thank you For your investment in people, your

service to the profession, and your exemplary
life.

| shall Forever remain grateful for the privilege
of learning at your feet. The lessons you taught,
the values you modelled, and the confidence
you inspired continue to guide my professional
and personal journey. Your Footprints remain
indelible, and your legacy will continue to
inspire generations of architects to come.

Live on, our dear OM. Forever in our hearts.

Arc{Mrs) Abimbola OgunbiyiF

FAREWELL TO A GREAT

LEADER. ARC (CHIEF)
QOLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

It is with gratitude to God for a life well lived
that we are humbled to celebrate a great leader
and a beautiful soul.

Iremember the first time | saw him order a plate
of white rice with Ewedu in the office canteen; |
was taken aback like who does that.

OM as fondly called by the FMA Family was
down to earth, approachable, humble, cheerful
and extremely accommodating.

OM will stop to say hello, ask how you are, he
will chat freely with everyone and anyone
irrespective of yourstatus.

¥You were always eager bo share from your
wealth of experience during the weekly
meetings anytime you were available,

OM was deliberate in mentoring the younger
generations; he gave his time and resources in
the service of humanity, We are honoured to be
a part of the FMA Family, you built the firm not
justas aworkplace but a large-hearted Family.

You will be sorely missed but your legacy lives
on.
Continue torest inthe bosom of the Lord OM.

Bldr. Folayan & Arc Olawumi Fagboyegun
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EERIN WO! AJANAKU
KOJA MO RI NKAN FIRI!!
A GREAT MAN IS GONE!!!

| still saw him on Monday, 30th March at the
celebration of FO upon her retirement He
could still easity make us laugh in his usual
uniquestyle.

Just about a week later, | heard the sad news
that his daughter passed and I could only
wonder how a man his age would take such a
blow seeing his wife passed not too long ago
too.

Arc (Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi

Arc (Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi was a
visionary, a mentor and a good leader. He
helped in shaping the architecture and design
industry, and Training various Architects in
Migeria. in doing so his impact has been. He was
e beacon of hope, principle, excellence, kind
hearted and a humanitarian. | am glad | got to
meat him. He will ba greatly missed.

Gbenga Koleowo

EPITOME OF HUMILITY A
ND CLASS - TRIBUTE TO
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

| First heard of Architect Olufemi Majekodunmi
in 1992, At the time, my older brother, Architect
Olufunsho Oyewo, had just joined FMA
Architects Ltd in Lagos. It would bacome a life-
and career-defining moment For him, as FMA,
by the grace of God and because of the person
of Architect Olufemi Majekodunmi, has given
him a fulfilling and rewarding career.

| went on to have several encounters with
Architect Majekodunmi, as my brother often
reached out to me through him when he
wanted to transfer funds to me. The prompt
attention he always gave me spoke volumes, It
was as if he Felt obliged to provide prermium
sarvice. He trusted the information | provided
and never, For a single day, negotiated
anything. He was just happy to be a courier, and
| never batrayed that trust. Whenever | had to
sea him, he accorded me such respect and
regard that one would think he was indebted to
me. On one occasion, when | reguested a
donation from him, he sent someone all the
way toAgbara Estate to deliver the sum.

On another occasion, we met on a flight to
Abuja, and the way he treated me with
recognition exceeded my expectations -
despite being old enough to be my father and a
very successful architect. He always spoke to
me on the phone in a measured, decorous
manner, as if addressing an equal Whenever he
missed my call, he returned it with apologies
and explanations.

He is quick to grant favours when they Fall
within his purview. He often told me to ask, and
if he could, he would do so without delay. | recall
asking him to help someone who had applied
for a housemanship position at Saint Micholas
Hospital. She was promptly shortlisted.

| once sent him a complimentary copy of my
book, and upen receipt, he asked how much it
had cost so he could pay for it. He came across
as a man who enjoyed serving others, and his
humility was infectious. Through it all, | came to
know Arch Majekodunmi as a man of class,
though he wore it with such humility that you
might missit if you were not watching.

| will remember him as a man committed to
being good to others and always focused on
doing things right. Adieu until the merning of
the resurrection.

Pastor Adeoye Oyewo

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

FNIA, PPNIA, PPAUA, PPIUA, (1940 -2026)

It is with ubmost submission to the Almighty
God that we celebrate the life and sarvices of a
dear Friend, Father, mentor and a greatleaderin
the field of Architecture.

| want to unequivocally state that, we are
gathered here to eulogise and celebrate the
life and legacy of a giant in the architectural
profession in Migeria, and among the
Commonwealth nations. A man whose
influence did not only positively affected
Migeria but by extension, the entire globe. Aza
Former President of the Migerian Institute of
Architect, first General Secretary of African
Union of Architect and Former President of
International Union of Architects, Chief did not
only leave the print/mark of his impact on
Migeria alone, as earlier said but on the global
stage.



I 'will ever live to remember him because of the
fact that he was the reason UNILAG got the
validation of the Commonwealth Association
of Architects (CAA) validation, a milestone
achieved because he was there for us. His
encrmous support and sacrifice will ever be
remembered by us all

Difficult to forget still, is the exceptional
privilege of having him honour my request to
handle the final year post graduate students of
the Department of Architecture on
Professional Practice course at the University
of Lagos, UMILAG. A task he handled with
passion, taught the students and impacted
them with a life changing lesson that
transformed the lives of the students till date!

As you keep resting in the Lord, my dear mentor
and leader, we pray that your legacy will
continue to Flourish. Generations after this
time will continue to celebrate and remember
the legacy you left behind. People will live to
make reference to your impacts. Your
achievements and work done before your
departure from this mother earth will be Felt
and experienced, especially in the field of
architecture. We all in the field of architecture
will live to keep celebrating the impact you
have made onour profession and society.

Thank you For the relationship and time we
spent together. Thank you For your mentorship,
your friendship and wisdom exhibited to put
some of us in the right direction through your
support and guidance.

You were indeed a rare gift to our profession
and our nation, Migeria.

Bye bye till we meet to part no more, Love you
greatly, my mentor and rareicon.
Your greaktest friend,

ProFessor (Arc.) Olaniyi OKEDELE, ina, recineg,

DFRSN, ARCCM

CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

It is with deep sadness that we at Eltees
Properties received the news of the passing of
Chief OluFemi Majekodunmi.

Chief Majekodunmi was, in every sense of the
word, a gentleman. Kind-hearted, generous,
and a thoroughbred professional — these waere
not merely gualities he poscessed; they were
values he lived by. Our dealings with FMA
Architects were always a reflection of the man
himself: principled, gracious, and excellence-
driven.

He leaves behind a legacy that will endure long
after him — in the buildings that stand, the
professionals he shaped, and the lives he
touched.

On behalf of the entire Eltees Properties team,
we extend our deepest condolences to his
Family, colleagues, and all who had the privilege
of knowing him.

May his gentle soul restin perfect peace.
For and on behalf of Eltees Properties
Limited.

A TRIBUTE TO ARC FEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

A Few great men have shaped my adult life in
many different ways from my formative years
and through my professional and business life
and career. One of such men that truly stands

out in that journey is Architect Femi
Majekodunmi.

| remember the first-time walking into the
penthouse of St Micolas building as a young
fresh and nervous graduate architect starting
my First job in FMA architects. | had only been
interacting with Arc Roti Delano the then
Managing partner but would meet Arc
MajekodunmiForthe first time.

He immediately called me into his office and
had a sit-down pep talk with me about life,
business success and architecture. Lessons that
have stuck in my head till this day.

Thevery next day | would see myselfFriding with
him in his car to meet up witch the then
inspector general of police. On the ride there
he told me how he had met the 1G while playing



golf and how they had built a relationship over
the course. When we got to him he amusingly
introduced me as his colleague and made me
exchange numbers with him. He taught me my
first lesson in the power of connections and
relationships in business outside of being
technically smart and encouraged me to try to
join social clubs, pick up interesting hobbies
and build my network.

Thiswasjust my second day and | would go on to
learn so many vital life skills beyond
architecture, design and project management
{including the all famous number series of
construction drawings) in my short time there.

| join all the many FMA alumni, the world of
Architecture and Nigeria at large to pay tribute
toatruly greatand incredibly humble achiever.
God bless yousir. Till we meet to part no more.

Ghotemi Kuki
M5 Ok Heirs Limuted

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
ARCHITECT OLUFEMI

MAJEKODUNMI
(1ST MAY 1940 - 5TH JUNE 2026)

| first met Chief Architect Olufemi
Majekodunmi in 1992, while carrying out my
duties as an estate surveyor at the firm of Ismail
and Partners. He was a close Friend of my late
boss, Otunba Tade Ismail, and also our client. |
had the privilege of handling his real estate
matters on behalf of the Firm, and through that
WwWork, we grew close.

What struck me most about him was that he
was both a thorough professional and a perfect
gentleman — someone who would speak
plainly to you about life and business. Every
conversation with him, whether a Formal
meeting or a casual exchange, left you the
better Forit.

when | chose to join the Metropolitan Club, he
encouraged me wholeheartedly and even
seconded my application. That was the kind of
man he was — always ready to listen, always
ready to advise, and always willing to stand
behind the people he believed in.

FGR ARC [CHIEF] GLUFEHL&,; an architect, he was among the finest

MAJEKODUNMI A PPNIA

I was heartbroken to hear of the passing of Arc
[Chief] OluFemi Majekodunmi FHIA PPMIA. He
was more than a boss to me - he was there for
me during hard times when | needed guidance
and support most. His kindness, patience, and
steady leadership made a lasting impact on my
life and career.

We've lost a remarkable teader and mentor. My
deepest condolences to his Family. May his soul
rest in peace, and may they find comfort in
knowing how many lives he touched.

Enyadike Godday

Migeria has produced. He built one of the
counkry’s most respected architectural firms
and, throuah it, trained several generations of
architects who continue to shape the
profession today. His influence will be felt long
after those who knew him personally are gone.

He lived well and he gave generously — of his
time, his wisdom, and his encouragement. We
commend his soul to God, grateful for a life so
fully and so faithfully spent. To his family, we
say: be proud of his legacy. Carryit forward.

He will be dearly missed.

Joe Akhigbe
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CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI TRIBUTE

On behalf of the Rammopo Family in South
Africa and the United Kingdom, | pay tribute to
a human being of remarkable character, in the
personof Architect Olufenmi Majekodunmi.

A kind, caring soul who saw humanity in every
person, whether highly or lowly regarded by
society.

His numerous and remarkable charitable acks
changed lives in different spheres of society.

He was a friend, uncle, and adviser to members
of my Family, and will be sorely missed.

May his loving soul rest in eternal piece and rise
inglory.

Dr Maledi Kotu-Rammopao
Fretona

A TRIBUTE TO LATE
ARCHITECT OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

We pay solemn tribute to the memory of Late
Architect OlufFemi Majekodunmi, a
distinguished gentleman whose life was
marked by vision, excellence, and enduring
service, His passing represents a profound loss;
yet the legacy of his life remains vividly present
in the structures he helped shape, in the many
lives he influenced, and in the lasting value of
his contributions.

My own association with him began in 1983,
when | first had the privilege of meeting him, in
person, at the Annual General Meeting of the
then Western Chapter of the Migerian Institute
of Architects. He attended as the spacial guest,
while | had the honour of speaking on behalf of
the younger architects. Whereas my remarks
bore the enthusiasm of youth, his response was
measured, gracious, and marked by uncommon
poise. From that day onward, | held him in the
highest asteem. In later years, | was Fortunate
to know him more closely through my service
on the NIA Council and during the formative

period of the Association of Consulting
Architects, Nigeria, when he generously made
his office available for our meetings. He spoke
with insight drawn from wide experience,
offered wise counsel on life and human
relationships, and gave sound professional
guidance, often with a touch of gentle humour.
He would also call from time to time simply to
enquire after my wellbeing—a thoughtfut
kindness which, | came to understand, he
extended to many others.

Architect Olufemi Majekodunmi will be
remembered not only for the distinction of his
professional accomplishments, but also for the
grace, dignity, and steadfast dedication that
characterised his life. In a profession that
demands imagination, discipline, and Foresight,
he distinguished himself as a consummate
prefessional, one who understeod that
architecture is not merely the design of
buildings, but the shaping of spaces that confer
[l}eaniﬂg, comfort, and identity upon human
iFe.

His work bore the unmistakable stamp of
guality and a deep commitment to enduring
value, Through his designs, his leadership, and
his devotion to his calling, he made a notable
contribution to the built environment and to
the advancement of his profession. As one of
the leading lights of the profession, he helped
shape not only the physical landscape of our
nation but also the standards of
professionalism and excellence to which
succeeding generations of architects continue
to aspire, Beyond these visible achievements,
he will long be remembered Far his wisdom,
guiet strength, and the encouragement he
extended to colleagues, Family, and all those
whose lives were enriched by his presence.

At moments such as this, we are reminded that
the true measure of a life lies not in its duration
but in its purpose, its influence, and the
memaories it leaves behind. Architect Olufemi
Majekodunmilived sucha life.

May his soul rest in perfect peace, and may the
example of his life continue to inspire present
and Future generations of architects. His works
endure, his influence remains, and his memory
shall forever be cherished with honour,
gratitude, and abiding respect.

Olusegun Paul Adetokunbo Ladega res



TRIBUTETO OM

The news of OM's passing was completely
saddening. Even though | did not know OM
personally, | knew he was very nice and jovial
from the time the interns got to introduce
ourselves to him. | have come to appreciate the
remarkable legacy he built through his vision,
leadership, and dedication. FMA stands as a
testament to his passion for excellence and his
contribution to architectura, | am honoured to
be part of the organization he founded. His
impact will continue to be Felt through the lives
he touched.

My sincere condolences to his Family and
Friends. May his memaory remain a blessing and
an inspiration to future generations.

May his soul restin peace, OM.

Caleb Mosugu, /7 Student

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

It is a deep sorrowful pain that our beloved
friend has departed to eternity and we
understand that death isinevitable. We believe
that he would find beatitude in eternity as
eternity is a better place. His life was decorated
with profound success and marvel as he was a
seasoned icon. We extend our heartfelt
condolences to the family and pray that
almighty God would strengthen them during
this mournful time, He would sorely be missed.

Toluwalase Okewo

In writing this tribute, | would look at 5§ areas of
the life of Arc Olufemi Majekodunmi that have
remained a challenge to me.

Hummility - on this occasion when we were to
hold a meeting in his 5t Nicholas House office,
Arc Olufemi Majekodunmiwalked in & minutes
past the hour the meeting was to commence
with so much urgency apologizing profusely For
his lateness and asking us all For forgiveness.|
most of us were in our forties and he was over
70). | sat there staring at him not even knowing
how to respond.| believe the same thought was
running in the minds of others as | could hardly
make out the mumbling words that came out.

Courtesy- | never knew him to address anyone
without respect.|t didn't matter whether you
were his personal staff ,or you were much
younger than hischildren.

Even when someone felt offended by a remark
he made, he was quick to apologize.

Esteemed others: About a month ago when we
went visiting him over the passing of his first
daughter, he told us how well the new partners
of FMA were doing.in his own words" they
have run the practice far better than | did".

Love For Humanity .

Arc Olufemi Majekodunmi was writing a book
and wanted all donations For the book to be
given to the Paccelli school of the blind.

Love For Architecture

When | was FAN Chair, and instituted the FAN
Best Student Award, Arc Majekodunmi
influenced FMAto donate the award sum For 2
consecutive years, in addition threw their office
doors for the awardees for Industrial training.

On a personal note, in 2021,Arc Olufemi
Majekodunmi paid for over 100 publications of
Building Quarterly magazine for more than 20
Schools of Architecture all around the Country.

| recall on one occasion calling to thank him For
all he is doing fFor the profession , he said well he
is doing all he can because nobody ever dies
taking anything with them..

As we reflect on the legacies of Arc Olufemi
Majekodunmi may they remain challenges to
us all bo be

a little kinder,

a little humbler,

love humanity and our profession better in
Jesus name.

Arc Jemi Ogisi



TRIBUTE TO ARC(CHIEF)
FEMI MAJEKODUNMI!

The news of Arc. Femni Majekodunmi came to
me like ashot out of the blues!

I've always known Arc Ferni Majekodunmi since |
got back From the UK, as one of the leading
lights of the Built Environment in MNigeria
indeed Africa.

He was not just a Leader, he was also a great
Mentor irrespective of your area of speciality in
the industry.

He had a soft-spoken, not too assertive voice in
carrying out his duties as a Project Leader. This
indeed was a good tonic, a great attribute that
brings great laurels to him as a leader as well as
endeared him to the youmg ones in the
professionsasa'goto’ person,

He made a great and enduring stride in his
chosen career, Architecture.

The FMA Flagship in Marina, the iconic, Old NAL
Headquarter, now Sterling Bank, headquarteris
an eloguent testimony of how he had carried
his simplicity and unique urbanist into his
architecture service delivery.

He was one in discussion with him, who always
believed that the Construction Industry is best
cserved when everyone stays within their areas
of compatence, He preached it, and he acted it
inall ramifications.

Arc Femi Majekodunmi, you have run a good
race and have left an indelible mark in the Field
of Architectura globally.

Your legacy will live long among the young ones
who had the opportunity to meet with you and
many more who have heard or will hear only
your name in future.

The Construction Industry, have lost a leader,
anerudite professional, a great organizer, and a
trail blazer.

May your path back to the luminous home,
paradise, be laced with floodgates of grace and
mercy from the throne of acceptance of
pravers. Amen.

Adieu Chief Arc. Femi Majekodunmi

Segun Ajanlekoko
Post Presidant af the NIQS

TRIBUTE ARC. OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

Arc. Femi Majekodunmiwas a towering Figurein
the Migerian architectural professional space.
His personal and professicnal lives were built
strongly on relationships. He impacted
everyone he had a contact with. He treated his
staff as family members; so, he did not see
them as expendable resources. Through his
empathic relationship, he became a
professional Father to a generation of
architects. 1 am one of them. Arc. Majekodunmi
was proud to admit that, since inception of the
FMA Architects ltd, more than 50 architects
have gone to established their own successFul
firms after leaving the FMA Architects Led.

Good leaders are known by the leaders they
produced.

Arc, Femi Majekodunmi established FMA
Architects ltd in the most humane manner and
kept it so, He was very particular about the
comfort of the work space. The general
environment and the personal space of each
staff. He ensured that office provide free lunch
for the staff. He personally provided the down-
payment For several members staff members
to buy the Jakande flats. He also ensured that
all the staff members enjoy proper medical
breatment.

we call him "OM". That's what he preferred to
be addressed. Thats how he signed his letters
to any staff member. That was how humble he
was. He was simple and easy. He preferred to
keep only one car at a time and maintained a
low profile despite being very successful, He
was very kind, jovial, respectful, and
approachable. His sense of humor was
somethingelse.

Arc. Femi Majekodunmi bypically "settled” staff
members that has served well after resigning
From his Firm. He would do so, sometimes, by
allowing the person continue running some on-
going projects that the architect was already
working on. The remaining fees would be the
parting gift. That helps the young architect to
start well in his or her new company.
Sometimes, he would simply write a check For
good amount of money. Some draftsmen,
Adminstaff, and drivers have also gifted.

QM discoverad me while | was still a student at
the University of Lagos. He mentored me, and
took personal interest in my professional



development. He sponsored my trip to attend a
design competition in Montreal, Canada in
1990. Since then, he became a permanent part
of my life. | stayed in his house in Victoria |sland
for a while. | worked for him for 10 years - in
Migeria, Botswana, and South Africa. While in
Botswana, | worked on a building for him in
Mairobi, Kenya.

We had a long talk a few days before he passed
and | re-confirmed that the whole of my family
would be visiting him in London this week. He
said that he was really looking up to the visit.
My bwo sons are going with their girffriends. It
was supposed to be a 10-day family trip that
includes a visit to Arc. Femi Majekodunmi. We

CELEBRATING THE LIFE

AND TIMES OF AN ICON

- ARC. CHIEF OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,
PAST PRESIDENT NIA (PPNIA),

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL
UNION OF ARCHITECTS (PPUIA)

The MNigerian Institute of Architects and the
global Architectural community have lost avery
rare gem in Arc. (Chief) OluFemi Majekodunmi,
PPMIA, PPUIA. He was not only a distinguished
professional and leader, but he was also a
father, colleague, teacher, pacesetter, and an
unrepentant and passionate supporter of his
beloved profession - a complete embodiment
of humility and friendship. There has been such
an outpouring of glowing tributes For the 10th
President of the Nigerian Institute of
Architects, he was truly larger than life. Arc.
Olufemi Majekodunmi, PPNIA called to enguire
about my late Father's health a few years ago.
When my father (Chief Arc. Fola Alade, OFR)
passed away, he called again to commiserate
and shared with me how my dad had played a
role in the early days of his (FMA) practice.

He was like a Father fFigure to me. The
Architects’ WhatsApp groups will greatly miss
his very active participation on the chats -
always peculiarly courteous and gentiemanly
on social media - amazing - offering advice,
words of wisdom and excellent comments on
many valuable posts that he comes across,
made by anyone from any generation. |t was
touching to see him fellowship with everyone
at all levels. We will miss his participation onthe

are packed, ready to go but he won't be there.
we shall land in London on Friday 12th of June
(as planned). The exact day he would be buried
inLagos. How sad!

| hope there is a consolation register at his
wimbledon residence. | need to make a note.

| mourn the loss of a father, mentor, and a
friend.

Goodnight, Egba chief. Olufemi Majekodunmi,
RIBA, FHIA, PPNIA, PPUIA.

Ola Banwo
Digllas, Texes

WhatsApp platforms. His kind-heartedness,
subtle humour, and immense support for his
dear Architecture profession and the
institutions of learning will never be forgotten.
| extend my most sincere condolences to
architect Deji Majekodunmi and his Family, his
siblings and their families, Arc. Femi Agboola
and the entire FMA Architects Limited family.
May the comforting arms of our Lord surround
you always. Amen. His remarkable enduring
legacy stands out as a signpost for that kind of
Architect who has raised professional
standards for generations yet to come.

ljoin everyone to celebrate the life and times of
our father, a quintessential Migerian Architect
who has made a truly lasting global impact. May
his gentle soul rest in eternal peace. amen.
Farewell sir.

Arc. Yinka Williams, s
6 June 2026



A GLOWING TRIBUTE TO
AN ICON OF THE BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

Arc. OlufFemi Majekodunmi FNIA, PPMIA,
PPRAUA,

The Kogi State Chapter of Our Great Institute,
the MIA, The Architect's Registration Coundil of
Migeria ARCOM, & the entire Architecture Family,
Mationally & Internationally sympathizes with
the entire membership of our noble profession,
Over the painful demise of Arc. Olufemi
Majekodunmi FMNIA, PPNIAPPALA.

We cannot forget to acknowledge, a life of
service, total dedication and commitment to
our noble profession as awhole.

May the good LORD receive his soul, comFort
and console his family, friends and associates &
the Architecture Family at large.

Adieu Sir. Arc.Olufemi Majekodunmi FHIA,
PPHNIA, PRALA.

Fair thee well, to eternal glory.

Arc. John Ochune Attah s

Chairman,
MU, Kogd Stabe Chapber.

DEAR OM,

| know i didnt get to have a one on one
experience with you sir, but going by the
testaments of everyone that have been around
you and also here at FMA Architects limited,
indeed you have left an indelible mark on

everyones lives and the Architecture
profeesioninextension.

It saddens to hear the news of your departure
but we will only take solace in the believe that
you arein greater place.

May the lord continue to console and
strenghten the beloved Family you left behind
and your memories will remain hinged on our
hearts.

REST EASYSIR..

Olatunde Aiyesa (Arc)
FMAARCHITECTS LIMITED.

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,
FNIA, RIBA

Very Few people could inspire a young man
growing up the way Chief Femi Majekodunmi
did. | First knew of him through my maternal
Benin family, the Akpataline.

One summer, while spending the holidays with
my uncle, Chief Tayo Akpata, he came home
with a giveaway plastic tray bearing the picture
of this handsome man, whose wedding he had
chaired.

His name was Architect Femi Majekodunmi.

My next encounter with Architect Femi
Majekodunmi came when | was accepted as a
summer intern at the FMA offices on Odunlami
Street, Lagos. It was an inspiring experience. |
met Roti Delano as a young associate, lbare
Akinsan was my direct boss, and Architect
Brown was a partner. The overwhelming
authenticity Ffor me was being in the midst of
Femi Majekodunmi himself.

He was a tall, handsome, deliberate, and almost
debonair architect extraordinaire, He
epitomised refinement and knowledge,
qualities that younger interns and architects
tried to emulate.

His initials, OM, were brandished at every
opportunity, and we were allin awe of his cross-
country and international journeys, as well as
his exposure to the wider world.

when | gualified, | applied to join Godwin and
Hopwood only because | knew Olufemi
Majekodunmi was a director there after having
worked For a fewyears.

when | eventually set up practice on my own
and was trying hard to emulate him, | found
myself in Botswana and visited his offices
there, hoping to establish practice in Southern
Africa.

In between these times, | served as an early
secretary to the building committee at Our
Saviour's Church, where John Godwin was also
an adviser. When FMA was chosen as the
architect for the new church, we were all
relieved, and the testament to FMA is clearly
seen in the building, which remains a standard
For churches in Nigeria.



in the intervening yvears, Architect
Majekodunmibecame a mentor to a great many
af us. When ACAM was created, he gave his
support, even though he had also wanted the
Migerian chapter of the RIBA to be established.
He always put his country and his institute first.

The last time | interacted with Chief
Majekodunmi was at Our Saviour's Church, but
not before he delivered a most glorious speech
at the memorial service of John Godwin in
London. My interaction with him confirmed
what many of us already knew: here was an
elder statesman who could deliver great
oratory in a relaxed, jovial, and meaningful
manner. His wit, knowledge, presence, and
skilFul oratory were not lost on an international
audience. His legacy as a pioneering architect
and professional statesman, whose leadership
on the Migerian, African, and world
stages—from secretary to president of our
professional bodies—exemplified a man of a
generation we cannot replace. His integrity,
Foresight, and Forthrightness will always be
remembered by the next generation, jusk as his
buildings all over Migeria and beyond will
continue o add to his everlasting legacy.

| pray that his Family will take some solace in the
Fact that their father, grandfather, brother,
uncle, and mentor to architects and building
professionals around the world was a great
Migerian whose legacy is cast in stone. | pray
that his soul will restin perfect peace. Amen

Ayoola Tokunbo Onajide

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI
(1940-2026)

It is with profound sadness, yet deep gratitude
to God for a life exceptionally well lived, that |
pay tribute to Arc. {Chief) Olufemi
Majekodunmi, an icon, statesman, mentar, and
one of the Foremost Fathers of the architectural
professionin Migeria.

Chief Majekodunmi was the embodiment of
excellence, generosity, philanthropy,
authenticity, and grace. His remarkable
contributions to architecture transcended
professional practice and academia, leaving an
imdelible imprint on the architectural landscape

of Migeria and beyond. Through his visionary
leadership, professional integrity, and
commitment to nurturing younger
generations, he mentored countless architects
who today occupy distinguished positions in
both practice and academia.

His contributions to the Department of
architecture, University of Lagos, were selfless,
immense, and transformational. His wealth of
experience, dedication, and guidance
significantly strengthened our academic
programmes and contributed meaningfully to
the successful validation of our programmes by
the Commaonwealth Association of Architects
{CAA). His impact on architectural education
will continue to be felt For many years to come.

Ona personal note, | count it a rare privilege to
have enjoyed a close relationship with Chief
Majekodunmi. The life stories he shared with
me—about his birth, childhood, struggles,
triumphs, and journey through life—remain
some of the most profound lessons | have ever
received. Each conversation revealed a man
whose life was undeniably a product of divine
grace. It is perhaps no coincidence that he was
born on the 1st of May, a month many associate
with grace. His life was a testament to what God
can accomplish through a yielded and diligent
vessel

One treasured memory | will always cherish is
the precious old Bible he gifted to me. To many
it may have appeared an ordinary gift, but tome
it was deeply symbolic—a reflection of the
Faith, wisdem, and values that guided his
extraordinary life and accomplishments.

| also recall vividly that over ten years ago, while
| served as Head of Department at the
University of Lagos, Chief Majekodunmi
expressed his desire to withdraw from his
appointment as an Associate Professor
because of age. Recognizing the immense
value he still brought to our students and the
profession, | pleaded with him to reconsider.
Graciously, he accepted. To ease the demands
on him, | arranged for the Master’s students
under his supervision to meet him in his office
rather than requiring him to come to campus
regularly. Sometime later, he shared with me
how rewarding that arrangement had become.
Both he and the students Found the
interactions exciting, impactful, intellectually
stimulating, and deeply Fulfilling. That
experience once again demonstrated his
passion for mentoring and his unwavering
commitment to developing Future architects.



lalso remember with nostalgia his encouraging
comments after attending my Inaugural
Lecture on 10th May 2017. He described the
lecture as “insightful, educative, impactful and
incomparable with any he had ever attended.”
Coming from a distinguished architect,
accomplished academic, and respected elder
statesman whose standards were
exceptionally high, those words were
profoundly encouraging and remain a
cherished source of inspiration to me.

Today, we mourn the departure of a giant, but
we celebrate a legacy that death cannot erase.
His life reminds us that true greatness is
measured not merely by achievements, but by
the lives touched, the values imparted, and the
pathways created for others to Follow.

As you sleep in the Lord, dear Chief, we pray
that your legacy will continue to FAourish.
Generation after generation will rise to thank
God For your life, your vision, your generosity,
and your enduring impact on our profession
and society. The seeds you planted will
continue to bear fruit, and your influence will
remain woven into the Fabric of architectural
practice and education for decades to come.

Thank you For your mentorship, your
friendship, your wisdom, and your example.

You were indeed a rare gift to our profession
and our naktion.
Love you greatly, Chief.

Restpeacefully in the bosom of the Lord.
With deep respect, gratitude, and affection,

Professor Mike Adebamowo
FormerHeod, Deparkment of Architecture
Universityof Legos

Still in shock especially because we chatted on
25th May! There was no indication from you
that anything was wrong. As usual you asked
what | had been doing over the last year.

It was your regular thing since late 1997, to
send me birthday greetings in May (every year)
and if you had not seen me prior, you wanted a
full update of my progress and what my sons
were up to.

You became the mentor and father figure |
needed in 1997, Syears after | was denied
employment at FMA. | recall challenging you to
a discussion about your differences with our
Unilag curriculum and you calmly explained to
me.

| suppose you might have been trying to
compensate for being denied employment.
God knew | needed that elder who was abeacon
for me. | recall speaking to you when | decied to
quit mainstream Architecture in 199%._ | tried to
justify it by saying ! would still be within the
built environment. Your comment was that
"Architecture will always be in my blood."

| can confirm that, even till date, Architecture
has never been lost on me. it will never be.

This lossis heartsore. Mow that you are gone, its
time for me tostep up and payit forward, just as
you were there for me, listening to all my
chatter, not withholding guidance as required!

Thank you For being the mentor | needed at a
time | desperately needed one. | will never
forget.

Adeola Adesanya (Ms)
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Ula Past President, Olufemi Majekodunmi
{1950 to 1993)

Dear Family of our esteemed UIA Past
President, Olufemi Majekodunmi.

Dear Migerian Institute of Architects

Dear ‘tokunbo Omisore

Dear RIBA

Dear UiA

I am so sad to learn of Femi's passing, and offer
you all my sincere condolences, we will never
forget him.

I first met Femi and Victoria in Montreal,
Canada at the 1990 UIA World Congress of
Architects when he was elected as the UIA
President, the first from Region V, Africa, and
then in Chicago, Illinois, USA at the 1993 AlA/f
1A World Congress of Architects, where the
1993 UIA Chicago Declaration was adopted by
the UlA General Assembly and afl the UIA
tMember Sections. This laid the Foundation For
the sustaimable and environmentally
responsible architecture we all use today.

He was a leader to all architects, encouraged
young architects all over the world and inspired
all of us to share our knowledge together. We
must celebrate him and his work and his service
to the Migerian Institute of Architects, The
African Union of Architects, RIBA and UIA, He
was a proud mentor to many of us and we thank
him for encouraging us all to be better
architects and to serve our profession in a
sustainable way. |t was great to be with him, to
chare his enthusiasm and to have him at UlA
Council Meetings to help our memory of past
things that WA had achieved.

Kindest regards

Louise Cox AD

International Undon af Architects fUA) Pact Precident (2008
to 2ot i)

704 Blues Point Rond

fcMahans Bodnt, NSW, Austrolia, 2060

Australion Mobite Telephane: + 61 T4 992 367

Emait: fawisa thubbul @gmail.com

LA el site wiwwe e arehitectes.ang

FARE THEE WELL, ARC.
CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

The passing of Arc. Chief Olufemi
Majekodunmi marks the end of an era in
the architectural profession and the built
environment in Migeria and Africa. A
distinguished architect of exceptional
accomplishment, he was renowned for his
ingenuity, visionary leadership, and
outstanding contributions to architecture.
As a Past President of the Nigerian
Institute of Architects (NIA), he served
with distinction and left an indelible mark
onthe profession. He was truly a President
par excellence.

arc. Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi was a
source of inspiration to generations of
architects and other professionals within
the built environment. Through his
exemplary career, he demonstrated that
professional excellence, integrity, and
service to humanity are enduring pillars of
meaningful leadership.

His passing has created a void that will be
difficult to Fill for many years to come.
Indeed, one is reminded of the timeless
biblical lament: "0 death, where is thy
sting?”

Chief Majekodunmi embodied
intelligence, humility, compassion, and
uncommon leadership. He possessed a
remarkable intellect and an engaging wit,
and he was always able to guide
conversations with insight and wisdom
across a wide range of professional and
intellectual subjects. His humanity
endeared him to colleagues, associates,
and Friends alike.

He belonged to that distinguished cadre of
Migerian professionals who could
confidently engage and excel alongside
their counterparts anywhere in the world.
As President of the African Union of
Architects {AUA), he tirelessly promoted
professional collaboration and the
exchange of ideas amoeng architects and
construction prefessionals across Africa,
thereby advancing the development of the
professionon the continent



His life was marked by academic excellence,
professional distinction, social grace, and
dedicated service. It was a life worthy of
emulation—a source of pride to his Family,
friends, colleagues, and the nation at large.

On several projects undertaken by FMA
Architects Limited, For which Costec
Consultants provided quantity surveying
services, | had the privilege of interacting
closely with Arc. Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi.
Those interactions enriched my professional
knowledge and broadened my perspective.
Consequently, his passing is not only a loss to
the architectural profession but also a deeply
personal loss to me.

| extend my heartfelt condolences to his Family
and to the management and staff of FMA
Architects Limited during this period of grief,

A.J. AluFohai

DEMISE OF AUA TRUSTEE

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI
(1940~ 2026)

Pioneering Leadership**: Served as the AUA's
first Secretary General from 1981 to 1984,
taying Foundational governance and guiding
principles for regional collaboration among
architects.

Trailblazing African Presence**: As the first
African President of WA (1990-1993), he
elevated regional voices on the world stage,
championing inclusive leadership and diverse
architectural perspectives.

Passing**: He departed this life last night at the
age of 86, leaving a lasting heritage of vision,
mentorship, and service to the profession.

Impact on Global Architecture**: His waork
strengthened the AUABody of Trustees and
inspired architects and institutiens worldwide
to pursue equity, resilience, and excellence in
designand practice.

Legacy for the Community**: His contributions
continue to inform sustaimable city-making,
professional ethics, and collaborative
governance in the global architectural
COMmmuUniky.

Tokunbo Omisore jcrustes)

TRIBUTE TO ARC. CHIEF
FEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

FNIA, PPNIA; PPUILA

| met Arc. Chief Femi Majekodunmi, FMIA,
PPMIA, PPUIA at the BGM in Ibadan during my
Mational Youth Service in 1983, In that same
year he became President of the Nigerian
Institute of Architects, and even as a young
architect, his presence was unmistakable. He
was as tall as his reputation—elogquent, deeply
knowledgeable, with the refinement that
comes From a truly aristocratic background. His
late Father, a medical doctor and Former
Minister of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, had
set astandard of excellence he carried Forward.

| was awed by this highly acclaimed architect
who later rose to become President of the
Internaktional Union of Architects, and served
with distinction in both the Commonwealth
Association of Architects and the Africa Union
of Architects. He was, without question, an
international figure respected across the
architectural world.

He built more than structures. Through his
renowned firm, FMA Architects, he created
iconic projects across Africa. But beyond
buildings, he pourad his heart into building
lives, legacies, and his beloved Family. He was
charismatic, charming, witty, exceptionally kind
and generous, and thoroughly professional.

when | later joined the NIA Council as Mational
Treasurer, he drilled me and kept me an my
toes. At first | thought him stern, but he
warmed to me as he saw my competence and
real For service, In his Foreword to my book,
Grace Driven Leadarship, launched in
Movember 2025, he wrote with characteristic
warmth and honesty: "The lady was just too
elegant For the rough and tumble of this male-
oriented professional organization... She
became one of the most energetic presidents
our institute has ever had inyears, Even some of
us, her predecessors, cannot boast of having
done so much.” To receive his endorsement was
an honor | will Forever cherish.,

Ona personal note, our relationship grew from
professional leader to friend and confidant. He
was like a Father and role model to me—a
supportive leader who stood by me and
encouraged me through my years as President
of the Migerian Institute of Architects. Though
much older, he accorded me every due respect
my office deserved and was always available



with counsel and help. | doubt we have had any
President who gave as much of his time and
resources to the NIA as Arc. Chief Femi
Majekodunmi did.

Even during his years of grief after losing his
beloved wife, and through his own personal
illness, he still found time te contribute
however he could. His last public appearance
with us was at the MIA BGM last Movember
2025, Despite his health challenges, he traveled
all the way to Abuja to receive the MIA's highest
award. | was honored to present him the Gold
tMedal myself, and he in turn honored me with
his esteemed presence at my book launch. That
sacrifice says everything about his commitment
and love For the Institute,

He was a colossus—kind, dependable, and
present, While others disconnected after their
term, he remained active on our WhatsApp
groups, sharing words of advice, wit, and
encouragement. He never stopped being part
of the conversation.

The MIA has lost a gem. The architectural world
has lost one of Africa’s finest. Our solace is that
he lived a fulfilled life—as a leader,
professional, husband, father, and friend.

His legacy lives on. May his memary be blessed
and evergreen. For to live in the hearts of those
you love is never to die

Arc Mobolaji Adeniyi Fraipens

Chief (Arc.) Olufemi Adetokunbo
Majekodunmi, FNIA, PPNIA, PPAUA, PPUIA A
reflection on a life of service, mentorship, and
uncommaon generosity. Chief (Sir), your passing
feels less like the loss of a distinguished
professional and more like the loss of a
guardian of the architectural profession. What
made you exceptional was not only the scale of
your personal achievemnents, but the way you
consistently used those achievements to
advance others and strengthen the collective
good. Your professional legacy was
extraordinary.

As Past President of the Migerian Institute of
Architects, Past President of the African Union
of Architects, and the first African President of
the Internatiomal Union of Architects, you
elevated the voice of Migeria and Africa on the
global stage. Your leadership demonstrated
that architects from this region could shape
international conversations on design,
professionalism, and the future of the built
environment. Yet the true measure of your
greatness was your generosity.

You invested deeply in architectural education,
mentorship, and institutional development.
You gave your time Freely, supported schools
and students, shared your wisdom with
younger practitionars, and provided financial
assistance whenever the profession or the
Institute were in need. Many architects across
generations carry a part of your influence in
their careers, values, and aspirations.

Chief sir, you showed that success is most
meaningful when it becomes a platform For
service. You embodied the belief that the
profession grows stronger when those who
have achieved distinction defiberately create
opportunities for others.

Your life was a powerful example of leadership
rooted in humility, stewardship, and an
unwavering commitment to the advancement
of architecture beyond personal gain. For this,
your legacy will endure—not only in the
buildings you designed or the offices you held,
but in the countless lives you touched and the
profession you helped build for Future
generations. Thank you for the time you spent
here, Farewell Chief sir.

Minah Nimi BRIGGS seomima s



As students of architecture in Migeria in the
19805, the name of Arc. Femi Majekodunmi
(FM1A) was one that was not only prominent but
also embodied our professional pride and
future aspirations. His visionary
accomplishments and legacy serve as a
timeless source of inspiration, motivating many
of us nationally and internationally, and
Fortifying our resolve to stay the course.

Regarded arguably as the 'FATHER OF
CONTEMPORARY MIGERIAN ARCHITECTURE
PRACTICE', Chief Majekodunmi's contributicns
have indelibly impacted our profession, both in
service and in plying the trade. His conviction
that architecture has to serve a community’'s
reality is largely visible in his firm's portfolio,
aften marked with elegant simplicity and public
appeal.

We will miss his charisma, gentle humour,
kindness, generosity, and above all, his
cherished presence in the Nigerian architecture
space.

Restwell, our dear Father and mentor.

Wale Okubadejo
{fManaging Partner OALC Architects; Post President

ACANIGERIA)

It is with a heavy heart that | received the news
of the passing of Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi. |
was immediately transported back to when |
first met him. In 2007, | worked briefly at FMA,
and | still vividly recall the delightful
conversations we sharedin his office.

What stood out to me then, and what |
continue to admire now, was the generosity
with which he engaged me. He never treated
my views as invalid or inexperienced; instead,
he listened attentively and contributed
thoughtfully to the conversation.

Im hindsight, and with the experience | now have
running a practice myself, | realise he was taking
considerable time out of his day to indulge a
young architect, That understanding only
makes those moments even more meaningful
bo me now. Even years after | had left the office,
whenever we met, he would warmly and
genuinely inguire about what | was doing, never
allowing the awkward distance that can
sometimes emerge between former employers
and employees. He was, in the truest sense, a
statesman and a professional. He set a legacy

for all of us to emulate, while also
demonstrating that it is possible to live a
balanced life and still achieve great success
within this profession. His passing also marks
the end of an important era in our architecturat
history. As a proud alumnus of FMA, | will sorely
miss him and continue to hold his legacy close.

Tosin Oshinowo, nia. kaa, sarvard LOER, Han PR

From an Interview conducted in 2011 for NEXT
newspapers THE VIEW FROM THE TOP You
have to reckon with him. |t might be while
rushing to work along the Marina on a misty
morning, or looking For work Further down on a
sweaty afternoon or it might have been while
speading along the lekki-Epe expressway or
avoiding an accident in front of the Federal
Ministry of Finance headguarters in Abuja .
Love them or loathe them , Archicect Femi
Majekodunmi's buildings are all around us and
some say have helped define the public's view
of Architecture in Migeria in the past 38 odd
years since he set up his practice.

| access the St MNicholas House wvia Catholic
Mission street and bump into Chukwudi
Osakwe one of the 35-40 people working with
Femi Majekodunmi in the lagos office. | ask him
if his oga is around. He says he's not sure but i
should check. | sign in watched over by a bored
looking security guard, go up an ageing
elevator with dimmed lights to the fourteenth
floor, and up a flight of stairs to the penthouse
where the offices are located. Welcoming mein
the lobby are the receptionist and framed
imagesof FMA's achievements.

The Sterling Towers on the Marina. The
Chevron Scheme, along the lekki Epe
expressway, A housing scheme in the same area
and last but not the least, the building in whose
penthouse | am sitting, St Micholas House. With
offices in Lagos, Abuja, Gaborone and Pretoria
Architect Majekodunmi is a very busy man
indeed. He turns up and ushers me into the
company’s conference room with a suggestion
Fora time limit for the interview-30minuktes.

He sits in a crouching position occasionally
looking in my direction through spectacles
perched about a millimeter from the tip of his
nose and tells me to the best of his abilities
what | want to know. In his early life, he knew he
wanted to create buildings and he assumed
engineers did that job, but he was reliably



informed that what he wanted to do sounded
more like Architecture a course which he
defines as "The art of creating what one
visualizes in one's mind in two dimensions in
such a way that it can be created by a builder in
three dimensions”.

He studied that art at the Kingston College of
Arts in surrey, England before coming back
home towork with the husband and wife team,
John Godwin and Gitlian Hopwood who taught
him how to practice Architecture in a
professional and disciplined manner, satisfying
the needs of the clients while running a
profitable practice. With the skills learned , he
set up his own practice in 1973 and he got a few
commissions and follow up commissions based
on the quality of his work and the
reccmmendations from pleased contractors.
The main client in those days was the
Government and unlike now they used to pay
their Fees as at when due. When a client
approaches him, he asks some basic guestions.

Where is the site located? What does the brief
say? How much money is the client ready to
spend? He then goes on to ask for an advance
fee because in an age like ours when defaulting
an payments is commonplace leading to
abandoned projects, one has to secure some
wherewithal at the inception. He is very critical
of modern government institutions due to their
bad habit of defaulting and as a policy his firm
has drastically reduced the number of projects
they handle fromthese , concentrating more on
the private sector. An exception of course is the
Federal Ministry of Finance building in Abuja
where work on the third phase is about to
begin. After ascertaining all the basics, money
included, he sets to work with his design team.

He believes strongly that design is a
collaborative enterprise , especially now in the
era of intense technology. Some people are
experts in certain areas and they make inputs
when needed , while others do research into
various aspects of the project. The program,
materials and methods of construction to name
just a few. He doesn't leave the research to his
asscociates , he does some of it on his own orin
the company of his wife, visiting buildings both
home and abroad, going beyond the facade to
see if it really works on the inside, interviewing
the people using it to sea if they are satisfied .
He has carried out this exercise on the buildings
of one of his Favourite Foreign architects Antoni
Gaudi, The Casa Mila apartment block in
particular.

He concludes that though he Ffinds it
outstanding , the time for buildings like that is
gone. Gaudi in his own time tried to create
something that was keeping in the usage of the
people of his day. Nowadays technology plays a
huge role in building components with central
heating, air conditioning, solar panels, tinted
glass e.t.c included in the design. Due to the
warped and twisted way in which we tend to do
things here in Migeria, he says, there might
seem to be a conflict between the architect and
the engineer but in actual fact both professions
are clearly defined and have a symbiotic
relationship.

There shouldn't be any conflict as tends to be
the case sometimes after the design stage . He
believes the client should be in the best
position to determine if the building is a good
aone or not. He or she is the one who
commissions it, pays for it and would live in it or
with it. A building should satisfy the needs of
the client aesthetically, visually and practically.
Others might see the building and not like it but
in the long run its not their view that counts but
that of the client. | ask him about his views on
the concept of Starchitecture. He grimaces.
"Starchitecture whats that? he asks. | explain it
as a modern concept of the Architect as astaror
brand name, like Foster, Hadid, Koolhaase.t.c

He accepts that some clients try and show off
their knowledge of architecture by boasting
about the identity of the designers of their
buildings buk that those in the know would go
For a big name architect because of the track
record not the brand name. He also believes
genuine Architects shouldn't be too concerned
about who did a building but on whether the
building works or not. | ask him with an amused
smile on my face if he ever dreams of being
awarded the pritzker prize. No he says,
grimacing again. All e does is to do the best he
can in any building he handles. The pritzker
prize may or may not come, After all no actor
goes to a movie set dreaming of winning the
Oscars but rather they focus on giving the best
performance thay can (Colin Firth would surely
agree with that.) Awards like that are simply not
that important to him, instead being a man
going on 71 years of age he Finds other Forms of
Fulfillment like teaching as an associate
professor at the University OF Lagos.

Over the years he had been critical of the
quality of architecture graduates the university
system produced but then he realized being
critical was easy but being a positive influence



was a lot of hardwork but far more rewarding
and so with the prodding of his former bass,
Proffesor John Godwin, he took up the job and
has got genuine satisfaction watching the work
of his students improve and impress.

For a man who has achieved so much in
Architecture he seems genuinely
underwhelmed with his achievements,
displaying the old English habit of downplaying
major accomplishments. I'm just an Architect,
he insists. Yes, an Architect whom some believe
has a built repertoire and management style
which should be studied in Migerian
Universities. He has has seen his indigenous
company Femi Majekodunmi and Assodates,
thrive through all the economic and political
ups and downs of the past thirty eight years
while designing buildings all of us have come to
identify with. As he ushers me cut of his office, |
take a bow and say goodbye. | wish you well, he
replies and for the first time that afternoon, he
Flashes awarm smile.

OluSoega

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Family
during this difficult time. May the Lord give you
comfort and peace in your sorrow.” In 1991, Arc.
Majekodunmi was one of the Architects via NLA
, that led a tearn to the Onafowokan Family at
the demise of Late Pa M.O Onafowokan. His
meating with some of the Onafowokan Family
was remarkable and his integrity Faultless. The
Onafowokan Family also will remember him For
his gracious financial contribution to the First
memorial lecture in honour of Late Pa
Onafowokan in 2022. His donation was the
largest, A True legendary Architect and
philanthropist. You will surely be missed by the
Majekodunmi Family, MlA Family, and Friends.

ONAFOWOKAN CITYSCAPE LIMITED, On
behalf of the Onafowokan Family.

what a charming, affable and inteliigent
gentieman. In 1993 during his visit to Chicago
for the UIA (International Union of Architects)
when he assumed the presidency, he
generously lent his time to the young Migerian
Architects and Engineers and we formed an
organization ONBP (Organization of Nigerian
Building Professionals) in his honor that gave
away thousands of dollars in merit based
scholarships to students of Migerian descentin
the Americas. Following his chairmanship were
the likes of Ambassador Walter Carrington and
a young politician, who at the time was a State
Senator, but would quickly rise to the US Senate
and the Whitehouse, Barack Obama.

I volunteered and became his chauffeur on the
pilgrimage all Architects must make on visiting
Chicago Ffrom MiesVan der Rohe, to Frank Lloyd
Wright to the glittering skyline from Lake
Michigan. What laughs we shared as we
traversed my beloved city. ThankFfully my
erratic driving especially as we ran late for his
flight did not faze him. We stayed in touch for
years and he would run into my mother at Lagos
Lions Club meetings and always tell her about
our bond. The world, and my profession have
lost a giant whose smile will now entertain the
angelsin heaven Sunre o, Egbon

Steven Amu

The Migerian Institute of Architects Abuja
Chapter joins the architectural community in
mourning the passing of Arc. Olufemi
Adetokunbo Majekodunmi, FMLA, RIBA, PPMIA,
PPUIA, an exceptional architect, distinguished
educator, and one of the most influential
figures in the history of architecture in Migeria
and across the world. Born on 15t May 1940 in
Londen, England, Arc. Majekodunmi was
educated at St. Gregory's College, Lagos,
before pursuing architectural studies at the
Glasgow School of Art and Kingston College of
art inthe United Kingdom, graduatingin 1966.

Following prefessional experience in
Washington, D.C., and later with Godwin and
Hopwood Architects in Lagos, he astablished
Femi Majekodunmi Assodates in 1973, now
known as FMA Architects Ltd. Under his
leadership, the practice grew into one of
Africa’s most respected architectural firms,
with operations extending into Botswana and
South Africa. Arc. Femi Majekodunmi’s
contributions to the profession extended well



beyond practice. He was a pioneering leader
who played a pivotal role in strengthening
professional institutions and advancing
architecture across Africa and globally. He
served global Architectural bodies such as the
African Union of Architects and later as
President of the International Union of
Architects (UIA) From 1990 to 1993, becoming a
respecbed voice For architects worldwide.

A Fellow of the Migerian Institute of Architects
and a member of the Royal Institute of British
Architects, he was also deeply committed to
education and mentorship. He inspired
generations of architects through his
knowledge, experience, and passion for
excellence. He will be remembered as a
visionary leader, mentor, advocate, and
ambassador of the architectural profession.

His life exemplified professionalism, integrity,
service, and an unwavering commitment to the
advancement of architecture. On behalf of the
members of The Migerian Institute of
Architects Abuja Chapter (MIAABC), we extend
our heartfelt condolences to his Family, friends,
colleagues, former students, and the entire
architectural community. May his soul rest in
perfect peace, and may his remarkable legacy
continue to inspire generations of architects to
COMEe.

The Migerian Institute of Architects Abuja
Chapter

Dearest Friend, senior colleague, and mentor,
Yourswas an exemplary life, lived with purpose,
grace. You touched countless lives, regardless
of who they were or whera they came From,
leaving an enduring legacy of kindness,
wisdom, and compassion. Your ability to uplift,
guide, and inspire others is a model worthy of
emulation. As you journey into eternal rest,
may God's perpetual light shine upon you, and
may you rest peacefully in the bosom of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May your Family, Friends, and
all whose lives you enriched find comfort in the
love, Friendship, and goodwill you so Frealy
shared. Though vou have departed From our
sight, you remain Forever in our hearts and
cheriched memories.

Are. Oliaku. Okafor-Mbah-Uboma. raarms

Your humility and kindness is known by many
people whose lives you impacted, and that's all
that matters. Thanks for shining the light to the
younger generation.

Ayodele Aribisala

Chief Femi Majekodunmi has left an indelible
Mark in this world. His accolades cannok be
completed in a book or a long Oratory. Having
being Taught in Post graduate School by him
and Professor John Godwin (OBE) as my Thesis
Supervisors, impressed on me their Knack for
excellence and desire to see anyone succeed in
their practice of Architecture anywhere in the
world. "My runaway Architect” az he Fondly
called me because For some reason,| didn't get
to work in his firm immediately after
graduation but was Hired by ATO Architects .
He never once Fargot to ask after your welfare
especially your professional welfare whenever
he got to see me after wards. His Parsonal
Charm and Camaraderie when about his
community of Architects cannot be denied . His
command of the Design and Construction
world could not be brad away..

His Buildings Speak for themselves and better
still, those he of us He has mentored, are
fortunate to have drunk From his well. I'm
grateful To God to have met him in life and be
Impacted by him. Heaven Just gained a Saint
and the Earth can see him as a constellation
when thay look up at the Stars in the Night Sky.
He will be missed . | offer my heartfelt
condolences to his wonderful Family and The
Amazing firm he has left behind . # O went the
saints!

Erere Oyibo

During my Mastar's programme at the
University of Lagos, we were privileged to
receive a beautifully customised hardcover
notebook and a silver pen, the note inscribed
with the title Professional Practice. We were
told that this thoughtful gesture came From
him Arc Femi Majekodunmi, and that he had
done the same for several sets of students
bafore ours. He also personally taught
Professional Practice to many of those earlier
clazses, Although | never had the privilege of
meeting him in person, his impact reached far



beyond the classroom. Through these gifts, his
teachings, and the remarkable body of work he
left behind, he inspired generations of
architects. As students, we studied his works
and admired his contributions to the
profession. His legacy will continue to live on
through the many lives he touched and the
standards of excellence he championed. He will
truly be missed.

Oluwatimilehin Ojo

TRIBUTE TO AN
EXEMPLARY
PROFESSIONAL
ROLE-MODEL PPNIA

"Femi Majekodunmi was a warthy role-model in
all ramifications - as well as a personal
encourager to me_ At different times, our paths
crossed. However, he made the most lasting
impact on me on the platform of his passion for
heritage Migerian architecture - and in
particular, its censervation. Often, whenever
he found any such worthy sample of what
should not be allowed to go to rack-and-ruin
among the nation's architectural heritage, he
would send such material personally to me, and
I would give him my views {e.g. Susan Wenger's
house in Osogbo, and the Branco House,
Kakawa, Lagos). | had the privilege to also share
with him my experience (and eventual
publication) with respect to the restoration of
the Hinderer House at Kudeti, |badan. |
remember his excitement when the NIA set up
a Heritage Committee - ostensibly to galvanise
the Association to play its clearly indicated role
in proactiveness in ensuring Migeria preserves
local architectural legacies. | am aware he
actually donated quite a laudable amount to
the NIA to Facilitate such activities, He
personally spoke to me on the phone about it,
and [ had the privilege of baring my heart to him
on the various "albatross" scenarios that were
bogging us down, preventing us from making
the requisite progresst Dear Papa, truly you
came, you saw-and you conguered! As Faras|'m
aware, the only "opposition® you couldn't
(gracefully or otherwise) conguer was death.
However, even in that, you were NOT defeated;
it is the way of all flesh! Wishing you a truly
restful repose, till the Resurrection Morning...

Cordelia 0. Osasona,

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
FEMI MAJEKODUNMI

Uncle Femi, you were the kind of man who
walked into a room and instantly changed the
atmosphere made it lighter, brighter, and Filled
with laughter. There was never a dull moment
with you. Your humor was mare than the jokes
you told; it was reflected in the way you saw life
and the way you made everyone around you
feel valued, loved, and at ease. You wera
married to my late First cousin, and even after
losing her, you never lost yourwarmth.

¥ou remained a constant presence in our lives
loving us, supporting us, and bringing joy even
during the most difficult seasons, | will always
cherish what you said to me in March after we
lost Funke, your First daughter. In the midst of
your own grief, vou told me, “Busela, thank God
your sister passed before me; she wouldn't have
been able to cope.” Even while carrying your
own pain, you were thinking about someonea
else’s heart. That was who you were
thoughtFful, compassionate, selfless, and
remarkably strong.

Your baby Tiwi will miss you dearly as well. She
remains deeply grateful for the advice and
wisdom you shared with her years ago words
she continues to carry with her and treasure to
this day. Your kindness and guidance touched
lves in ways you may never have Fully realized.
Today, we mourn your passing, but we also
celebrate a life beautifully lived. We thank God
for the joy, laughter, wisdom, and love vou
shared so generously with all of us.

We will miss your voice, your stories, your
infectious laughter, and the warmth of your
presence, Rest well, Uncle Femi. You lived Fully,
loved deeply, and left behind memories that
will continue to bring smiles to our Faces for
years to come. Your legacy of love, strength,
and joy will never be forgotten. ADIEL, UNCLE
FEMIMAIEK...

Busala Afe Genesis
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A TRIBUTE TO ARC.

OLUFEMI (FEMI)
ADETOKUNBO

MAJEKODUNMI, penia, ENIA

The passing of Arc. Femi Majekodunmi marks
the departure of a rare giant—an architect
whose life defined excellence, leadership, and
service. Past President of the NIA and Former
President of the International Union of
Architects, he projected Nigerian and African
architecture onto the global stage with
uncommon distinction. Through FMA
Architects, he built more than structures—he
established standards, strengthened
institutions, and shaped enduring influence
across continents. Baba's greatest legacy,
however, was people. A mentor of mentors, he
gave generously of his time, wisdom, and
personal resources—aquietly sustaining the
profession and advanding its global standing.
He believed architects must shape not only
buildings, but governance and society, and he
lived that conviction Fully. His voice may be
stilled, but his impact resounds—in the lives he
shaped, the profession he elevated, and the
legacy he leaves behind. We do not only mourn;
we honor a life profoundly lived and a legacy
firmly secured. Adieu, Baba Majekodunmi. Your
legacyisindelible.

Emmanuel Etu, Fra
FA140 Frincipel Partner Multiplan Associates 2, Mdon Mfon
Dol Close, kot Abas! thori - Calabar, Nigena

TRIBUTE TO ARC.
OLUFEMI ADETOKUNEO

MAJEKODUNMI,
ENLA, PPNIA, PPUIA

it is with profound sadness, yet immense
gratitude to Almighty God For a life of
remarkable accomplishments, that the
Department of Architecture, Lagos State
University of Science and Technology
(LASUSTECH), pays tribute to Chief Arc.
Olufemi Adetokunbo Majekodunmi, FMIA,
PPNIA, PPUIA, one of Africa's most
distinguished architects, visionary leaders,
educators, and patrons of architectural
development.

Beyond practice, Arc. Majekodunmi was a
tireless advocate For professional excellence
and global collaboration. As a former President
of the Nigerian Institute of Architects (MIA),
former Secretary of the African Union of
Architects, and former President of the
International Union of Architects (UlA), he
elevated the profile of Migerian architecture on
the world stage and inspired generations of
architects to pursue excellence without
borders. His leadership demonstrated that
African architects could compete, contribute,
and lead at the highest levels of the profession.
The Department of Architecture, LASUSTECH,
is particularly indebted to Arc. Majekodunmi
for his generosity towards architectural
education.

His substantial financial donation towards the
development of our departmental library
reflected his unwavering belief in knowledge,
scholarship, and the importance of nurturing
future generations of architects. Even mare
inspiring was his expressed commitment to
Further enrich the library through the donation
of books and professional resources.

This gesture was not merely an act of
philanthropy; it was an investment in the future
of architectural education and a testament to
his conviction that learning remains the
Foundation of professional advancement. To
our students, Arc. Majekodunmi embaodied the
ideal architect—creative yet practical,
accomplished yet humble, globally respected
yet deeply committed to the growth of local
institutions. Hiz life demonstrated that
architecture is not only about buildings but also
about service, mentorship, leadership, and the
creation of opportunities for athers to flourish.
As we mourn his passing, we celebrate a life
dedicated to excellence, integrity, innovation,
and service to humanity.

His legacy is etched mot only in the skylines he
helped shape across Africa but alsoin the minds
and aspirations of countless architects,
educators, and students whose lives he
touched. On behalf of the staff, students,
alumni, and friends of the Department of
Architecture, LASUSTECH, we extend our
deapest condolences to the Majekodunmi
Family, FMA Architects, the Migerian Institute
of Architects, and the global architectural
COMMImu iy,

May Almighty God grant his soul eternal rest
and comfort all who mourn him, His works will

endure, his influence will remain, and his legacy



will continue to inspire generations of
architects yet unborn. *Adieu, Chief Arc.
Olufemi Adetokunbo Majekodunmi, FMIA,
PPMIA, PPUIA* _A titan of architecture, a
mentor of mentors, and a benefactor whose
impact willnever be forgotten.

Arc.Dr. Ajibade Adeyemo
Head, Department of Architecture, LASUSTECH

May your soul rest in peace. You left a lasting
legacy For us all to see. May your memory
always be a blessing and may the Lord comfort
allyou left bahind

Hubart Davies

My sincere condolences on the passing of Chief
Arc Femi Majekodunmi. May Baba's soul rest in
peace.. Till we meet again at the fest of the
Father.. May God comFort the Family, colleagues
and friends he left behind.

Maniba Odunlami

It's with deep shock and heart breaking MNIA
Taraba State Chapter received the unfortunate
news of the the demise of an icon, mentor and
father of Architecture in Migeria, Arc Olufemi
Majekodunmi PPNIA PPULA, an image maker , a
motivator and support to generations of
Architects worldwide.

Our prayers are with the immediate and
extended Families as well as NI1A in particular.

Though you are gone but your legacies will
continue to speak for generations.

May God Almighty comFort and console us all.
Adieu!!

Rest on great Architect.
Amen.

Arc Agbu Dan-Azumi Adashu Fea3
Chiir Wid Tareba State Chapler,

As we reflect on a remarkable career of aur
departed |con,we are reminded that true
architecture is about ebernity.

Arc. Majekodunmimay no longer be with us, but
his spirit lives on in every wall he raised, every
space he transformed, and every person whose
life was enriched by his vision. Restin peace, Arc
Chief Babafemi Adetokunbo Majekodunmi.

Arc Ebenezer Olugbenga Ogunbiyi, s

THE MASTER

ARCHITECT WHO RAISED
THE SKYLINE OF A
CONTINENT

Lo, what manner of man was this, born in
London’s mist, yet his soul forever anchored to
the red earth of Africa? A seed cast betwaen
two shores, he knew precisely where he was
destined to take root.

He walked the cold halls of Glasgow and
Kingston, armed himself with the knowledge of
the ancients, and returned, as the eagle always
returns, to the land that bore his name. For
what profit hath a man to master the art of
building, if he raiseth not his own people's
rooftops toward the heavens?

At bwo-and-thirty, whilst lesser men trembled
at ambition's threshold, he planted his staff and
declared: here shall rise a house. And rise it did,
not one house, but a dynasty stretching from
the lagoons of Lagos to the plains of Botswana,
from Abuja to Pretoria. He did not merely
practise architecture; he became the
architecture of a generation.

Wwhen the expatriate hand dominated the
drafting table and the Migerian voice was
scarce among thirty, he refused silence. He
built when building was defiance. He designed
when designing was declaration. Every column,
a proclamation; every arch, a manifesta that
Africa could Fashion her own glory.

And now the great compass is laid down. The
drafting hand is still. Yet the buildings stand, For
stone outlasts the stonecutter, and design
outlives the designer.



Weep not that the flame is extinguished.
Marvel that it burned so magnificently, and set
somany others alight.

Rest, Arc. Majekodunmi. Thou hast built
encugh for eternity.

Okpakhalu, ADL (Arc),

Secretary ICOMOS-Migaria,

Lagd, (COMO%S-Africa Warking Growp on Emarging
Technolagies (WG-ET)

WHAT IS NIGERIAN
ARCHITECTURE?
— A PAUSE

IN MEMORY OF ARC. OLUFEMI FEMI
MAJEKODUNMI (1940 - 20286)

Good morning - though it is a quieter morning
than most.

We pause thisweek's serjies.

Mot because there is nothing to say about
Migerian architecture - there is much, and we
will return to it next week. But because one of
the people who read these posts most
faithFully, and who responded to them most
generously, is no longer with us. And that
deserves to be acknowledged before we
conktinue.

Arc. Olufemi Ferni Majekodunmi passed away
on Friday. He was B&.

Those of you who have been Following this
series will know that these posts are written
with a specific hope in mind: that they
contribube, insome small way, to a more serious
and more reflective conversation about
architecture and the built environment in
Migeria. Every week, after publishing, there is
always a quiet question in the background For
me - “is this landing? Does it matter to anyone?"”

Arc. Majekodunmi had a way of answering that
question before it could linger too long. His
responses were consistent, warm, and
encouraging - the kind that do not Flatter
carelessly but affirm genuinely. For a weekly
series thatis, at its heart, a labour of conviction,
that kind of readership means more than it is
2asy toexpress.

He was, in that quiet way, part of what kept this
going.

His own contribution to the profession was
anything but quiet.

Born in London on the 1st of May 1940, Femi
Majekodunmi studied architecture at the
Glasgow School of Art and Kingston University,
graduating im 1966. He gained professional
experience with firms in both the United States
and the United Kingdom before returning to
Migeriain 1965.

On his return, he became part of a generation
of architects who worked te develop and shape
modern architectural practice in MNigeria -
bringing a worldwide perspective to his
designs, and demonstrating an ongoing
commitment to working with architectural
organisations to advance the study and
practice of practice of architecture across
Africa.

In 1873, he fFounded Femi Majekodunmi
Associates - which later evolved inko FMA
Architects Ltd - a Firm that grew into a large,
interdisciplinary practice with offices in
Migeria, Botswana, and South Africa.

His institutional contributions were egually
significant. He was the founding Secretary
General of the African Union of Architects, a
past Secretary General and President of the
Migerian Institute of Architects, and the First
African President of the International Union of
Architects - a rare trifecta of continental and
global leadership that few African architects
have matched.

Throughout his career, he was widely respected
For his vision, his commitment to service, and
his support For Future generations of
architects. His work and generosity
strengthened professional institutions and
contributed to broader reflections on ethics,
collaboration; and the role of architecture in
socieby.

It is perhaps fitting that we pause in the middle
of a series asking what is Migerian architecture -
because Arc. Majekodunmi was, in his own
person and practice, part of the answer to that
quesktion,

He belonged to a generation that came home.
That chose, after training abroad and building
international experience, to return and build
something here - institutions, practices, and a



profession that could stand with confidence on
the world stage. That generation did not have
the luxury of inheriting a fully formed
professional ecosystem. They helped createit.

What they built deserves ta be honoured - not
just in words, but in the seriousness with which
those of us who follow continue the wark.

To his Family, his colleagues at FMA Architects,
and the wider architectural community in
Migeria and across Africa:sincere condolences.

To Arc. Femi Majekodunmi: thank you For
reading. Thank you For responding. Thank you
for a life given, with evident care, to this
profession.

We return next week to the series: The
imitation Problem - and the voices that have
pushed back against it.

Arc. Biola Akinola; meas
Director, Education, ICT & Research ARCON

THE PASSING OF ARC.
CHIEF OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI, ppuia, PPUIA

‘A Tsunamic Loss to the Architectural Profession
Locally and Internationally’

I was deaply saddened to when | heard of the
passing of Arc. Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi,
PPHIA, PPUIA, With his passing, the
architectural profession in Nigeria, Africa and
indeed the waorld has lost one of its most
distinguished and respected leaders.

Chief Femi Majekodunmi belonged to a
generation of architects who built the
Foundations upon which many of us have
practised our profession. Throughout his
distinguished career, he combined profeszional
excellence with service, leadership, courage
and an unwavering commitment to the
advancement of architecture

He played a pioneering role in the affairs of the
African Union of Architects (ALIA), serving as its
first Secratary-General from 1981 to 1984 and
helping to establish the Foundations upon
which the erganisation continues to operate
today. His contribution to professional

development and cooperation among African
architects remains significant and enduring.

Chief Majekodunmi also served as the 10th
President of the Nigerian Institute of
Architects (M1A) from 1983 to 1985. During his
tenure, he strengthened the position of the
Institute both nmatiomally and internationally
and continued to advance the cause of
professional excellence within the
architectural communiby.

His leadership qualities were recognised
intermationally when, in 1990, he became the
first African to be elected President of the
International Union of Architects (ULA), serving
from 1990 to 1993. This was a proud moment
not only for Migeria but For the entire African
continent. Through his werk in the MNIA, AUA
and UlA, he demonstrated that African
architects could lead the profession at the
highest international level.

| remember with pride that Chief Majekodunmi
was part of the delegation that successfully
campaigned for the removal of apartheid South
Africa from the Commonwealth Association of
Architects. At a time when many preferred
silence, he stood Firmly on the side of justice,
fairness and professional integrity.

One of the ironies of history was that, years
later, Following the end of apartheid, he was
invited to South Africa by the South African
Institute of Architects. After attending a dinner
hosted by the President of the Institute, he was
informed that he had been admitted as a
member. Egbon later told me, with his
characteristic humour, that noebody had
informed him that the dinner itself was the
interview,

That moment reflected the respect he had
earned throughout the intermational
architectural community and the esteem in
which he was held by colleagues across the
world.

Beyond his achievements and titles, Chief
Majekodunmi was a mentor to many younger
architects. He was generous with his time, wise
in counsel and always willing to support
initiatives that would strengthen the
profession, His calm disposition, dignity and
commitment to ethical practice earned him the
admiration of colleagues both at home and
abroad.



His passing at the age of 86 marks the end of an
extraordinary chapter in the history of African
architecture. Yet his legacy remains Firmly
embedded in the institutions he helped to
build, the principles he championed and the
generations of architects he inspired.

The architectural profession has lost one of its
foremost ambassadors. Migeria has lost one of
its most distinguished professionals. Africa has
lost one of its pioneering architectural leaders
and one of its greatest international
representatives.

As the First Secretary-General of the African
Union of Architects, the 10th President of the
Migerian Institute of Architects and the First
African President of the International Unian of
Architects, Chief Femi Majekodunmi leaves a
legacy that will endure for generations. His
achievements, leadership and dedication to the
profession will continue to inspire architects
througheout Africa and beyond.

| extend my deepest condolences to his Family,
friends, colleagues and the entire architectural
Fraternity.

May his gentle soul restin perfect peace.

Farewell, Egbon Femi.

Your legacy will continue to inspire generations
af architects across Africa and beyond.

Dr.Lanre Towry-Coker, rama, ras, ma Law (L), Fho

Tha passing of Chief {Arc.) OlufFami
Adetokunbo Majekodunmi, FMIA, PPMIA,
PPAUA, PPUIAS, For me, the loss of a statesman
and one of the last great sages of architecture
of our kime,

Long before | met him, his image loomed large
in my architecture firmament. As Past
President of the Migerian Institute of
Architects, Past President of the
Commonwealth Association of Architects, Past
President of the African Union of Architects,
and Past President of the International Union
af Architects (Ul4), he was an inspiration to
many young architects of my generation. His
name became synonymous with excellence,
leadership, and service.

Even before our paths crossed, one of his works
had become part of my daily architecture
consciousness. It was the iconic white MAL
Merchant Bank building on Marina, Lagos, that

stood as a powerful statement of architectural
expression. Back in the day, as | drove through
Marina on my way to work, it reminded me how
landmark buildings can define a skyline, shape
memaory, and immortalize their creators. To
many young architects, Marina was a gallery
and canvas of signature architecture, ang Chief
Majekodunmi's MAL Merchant Bank building
firmly established his place among the
profession's leading lights.

Early in my career, | was assigned projects in
Calabar and Port Harcourt designed by FMA
Architects. Impressed by their design quality,
detailing, and professional depth, | was eager
to meet the architect behind them. When |
finally met Chief Majekodunmi at his Lagos
island office, he left a lasting impression. He
embodied the excellence, confidence, and
stature | believed architecture should
represent.

Years later, we met again in Seoul, South Korea,
where | had the privilege of visiting him at his
hotel by special invitation. As always, he was
gracieus, inspiring, and intellectually engaging.
Those encounters deepened my admiration for
him and strengthened my commitment to
professional service and leadership.

Chief Majekodunmi was more than an
accomplished architect. He was a mentor,
teacher, employer, father Figure, institution
builder, a man of rare benevolence, and a global
amhbassador of Migerian architecture and
architects. He carried his achievements with
humility and used his influence generously to
support, encourage, and uplift others. Through
his leadership, wisdom, and example, he
shaped not only projects and institutions but
also generations of architects who looked to
him for guidance and inspiration.

His passing leaves a profound void, yet his
legacy endures in the profession he elevated,
the institutions he strepgthened, the skylines
he shaped, and the lives he touchied.

The profession mourns a giant, but history will
remember him kindly. His works remain, his
influence endures, and his legacy will continue
toinspire generations to come.

May his gentle soul restin perfect peaca.

Arc.Okonma Danny Sokari-George, e



Years ago in the Department of Architecture,
University of Jos, you donated Drawing Boards
and Stools for our Studios and other Academic
materials. | was then in 200 level. My perception
of who and an Architect is. Mot just for survival
but one who lives to impact others with our
resources.

Any need that arises in the Institute, you will
always give. You have mentored many around
the world including me.

The Architecture Family has lost one of its
fathers and we are saddened by this event.

We commiserate with his immediate {including
our dear 3rd Vice President), the entire
Architecture Family and all who one way of the
other Baba had impacted. May God grant us all
the Fortitude to bear thisirreparable loss.
Adieuour dear Arc. Femi Majekodunmi.

Arc. Olusegun Godwin Olukova s
Chair, AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

EXIT OF ESTEEMED ARC.
FEMI MAJEKODUNMI!

Migerian Architects and Students of
Architecture in Migeria! This is the most
unfortunate, untimely very sad information/
news received recently.

A Giant in Architeckure, Migeria has exibed. It is
more like amirage!

Late Esteemed Arc. Femi Majekodunmi was a
Polished Gentleman from renowned/
prominent, widely internationally exposed,
educated Family of The Majekodunmi's Family.
Yet Esteemed Arc. Femi Majekodunmi lived a
very Humble, Compassionate, easily accessible
Friendly generous life.

Esteemed Arc. Feml Majekodunmi was a
Friendly Jovial, Hardworking, focused,
innovative, accommaodating Gentleman. Amn
Architect whose office had trained numerous
Architects in Nigeria. He taught many
Architects as Students in University of Lagos.
He was a Gentleman endowed by The
ALMIGHTY GOD Our CREATOR with Sound
Intellect and Integrity!

May The ALMIGHTY GOD grant The Soul of Arc.
Femi Majekodunmi Eternal Rest in HIS BOSOM!

-Ibanga Adam Ema-

ADIEU TO A GREAT ICON,

ARC. (CHIEF) FEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

Indeed, the imprints we (eave on people's lives
are never forgotten.

| was that 18-year-cld undergraduate girl,
barely figuring out my journey in architecture. |
remember timidly walking up to you after you
had just taught Professional Practice. | had
always wondered how one of the most
accomplished architects consistently showed
up at my school and poured into others so
freely. | could hardly wait to be in MED classsol
could become one of your students.

| know now that it was simply a reflection of
your generous heart. Perhaps that was what
gave me the courage to approach you and ask if
| could work in your firm. Without hesitation,
you asked me to bring my portfolio the very
nexkday.

Working at FMA Architects under your tutelage
and leadership taught me so much and helpad
shape the course of my life and career. You
were firm, yvet large-hearted, and vou
interacted with every member of your staff
with genuine warmth and cheerfulness,

There is no doubk that you were a truly good
man.

Your memaory lingers in the lives you touched,
the paths you helped shape, and the legacy vou
leave behind through the many people
privileged to have learned From you.

Adieu, Papa.
From Moradeyo Akinde



IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ARC. (CHIEF) OLUFEMI
ADETOKUNBO

MAJEKODUNMI,

FNIA PPNIA PPUIA

A gentle giant whose humility humbled che
proud and whose generosity warmed countless
hearts. Always in awe of your larger-than-life
persona, we waktched from the shadows, yet
you still acknowledged us all; your entire
architecture family. Arc Majekodunmi designed
majestic structures including our mutual Family
church Our Saviour's, yet walked with guiet
grace, giving freely of wisdom, resources, and
love without Fanfare. Mentor, pioneer, Father,
and friend, your selfless light endures. While
you left at 86, the beauty and kindness you
sowed live on eternally. Rest in perfect peace,
Baba.

Erekpitan Omoikhefe Ola-Adisa, 1=
Professorof Arciitecture

Arc. Femi Majekodunmi, FMIA, PPNIA, sun re
ofrest in peace). In 1977 when | decided to
become an architect, it was your office at 52
Cdunlami Street, Lagos that | came ko pick the
list of schools of architecture recognized by
Architects Registration of Migeria (ARCON)
from late Arc. Sanya Browrn.

Iwas at the then Cooperative Bank, locakbed at
30, Marina, Lagos as a cashier, paying your staff
and other customers. My regular visits to your
office were possible as a result of the conducive
office environmaent.

You hardly missed the Nigerian Institute of
Architects (MIA) Biannual General Meeting
(BGM) and | also ensure that | attend the
biggest conference of architects and other
stakeholders. Last year, 2025, at the popular
BGM, at Asokoro in Abuja, | engaged you in a
long discussion and you have always listened. |
did not know that, that would be my last time of
seeing you. My late Dean, myself and late
department chairman at Howard University,
Professors, Harry G. Robinson and Victor
Dzidzienyo talked extensively about you,
African architecture and architects at the
Mational Building Museurn in Washington, D.C.
years ago, where the famous architect, |.M. Pei

came to deliver a lecture. Your Firm dominated
the building designs in Migeria in the seventies
and eighties. That's a testimony to your
excellence in practice. Mow that you are gone,
sharing memaories with other architects on the
relevant past is..., | don’t know. Definitely, the
death of an aged person is a great loss as the
burning down of a library is. Your cousin, a
bosom friend, Arc. David Majekodunmi, FMIA
will step into your shoes more actively than
before, though, your shoes are very big. Good
night and may your soul rest peacefully.—

Arc. Abiodun J. Adepaoju
Wiashington, D.C.

TRIBUTE TO LATE ARC.
[CHIEF] OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI enia, pPNIA

On behalf of the Board, Management, and Staff
of SARM Limited, we extend our deepest
condolences on the passing of Arc. [Chief]
Olufemi Majekodunmi FNIA, PPMIA.

We received the news of his demise with
profound sadness. He was not only a
distinguished architect of great repute, but
also a visionary leader whose contributions to
the built environment and the architectural
profession in Nigeria and beyond remain
indelible. His commitment to excellence,
professionalism and mentorship inspired many
across the industry and his legacy will continue
to resonate For genarations to come.

AL 5ARM Limited, we recognize Arc.
Majekodunmi is a rare breed of professional
whose life embodied integrity, creativicy and
service, His works and influence have
significantly shaped contemporary architecturat
practice, and his impact will remain deeply
etchedin the history of our profession.

We pray that the Almighty grants his Family,
colleagues, friends and the entire architectural
community the strength to bear this
irreparable loss. May his gentle soul find
ebernal rest in the bosom of his Creator.

Farewell, a true icon of architecture. Your
legacy lives on.

For and onbehalf of
SARM Limited
Managing Director



A TRIBUTE TO ARCHITECT
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI (1940-2026)

Hmimm!

S0, my elder Brother, dear Friend and mentor Femi Majekodunmiis gone?

I'was at his home this morning and it was empty. The doorman said Everyone was still at the hospital
but he considered me Family and had to open the doors.

I'was completely alone with those Familiar pictures on the walls and could not stop the tears From
flowing. | knew those pictures buk | could nok speak with them. | knelt down to pray on that chair
where |used to sit next to him. When | Finished, | turned to see Mrlsa the doorman watching.

On the side table at the reception still lay the opened book of condolences For Funke his daughter
and 1st child who passed away recently and is yet to be buried.

It was allsosad. | had to leave. ..

The last time | saw him was with Daeji his architect son and though Femi was sad, he wanted Funke's
burial graciously completed so that he could go and spend the summer monthsin the UK. That is not
ta be now.

Ahugevoid has been created.

Arc Femni Majekodunmi always encouraged me to continue the ALA PROJECT with the same vigor
with which we started many decades ago in 1981, at the NIA Secretariat in Lagos. | personally gave
him my pledge and intend to keepit by God's Grace.

| served under him as Honorary Secretary General of the NIA while he was President (1983 to 1985).
| worked very closely with him in his IUA journey From Dublin to Montreal to Chicago and beyond
{1987 to 1993 etc.).

| remember our visits to the sister professional bodies of the Migerian Society of Engineers,
Quantity Survevors and Planners to seek peace Ffrom avoidable public criticism, hemorrhage and
Fratricide so that the Migerian Building Industry could move Forward. This resulted in the Formation
of the Association of Professional Bodies of Migeria (APBN). The evolution of a shared vision and
purpose Forour joint project For the Migerian Building Profession.

We worked with the African delegation to the UlA general Assembly in Dublin Ireland {1987) to
expel the South African Institute ina Memo | Drafted as the Secretary General of the NIA. After that
FEMI won his election as the Vice president representing the African Region preparatory to his
Future election as President of IUA In Montreal 3 years later.

Somuch toe reminisce about ...

He was generous to a Fault to many persons and aspects of the Architectural Ecosystem:

. Bus to the MIA Secretarial

. Furniture to the Secretariat

. Hosting the MiA Secretariat in his personal office before it acquired its permanent
accommadationetc

Majekodunmi was one of the Founding Fathers of the AUA The then 28 number member country
organization of architects in Africa. He was also the first African to be elected President of the
International Union of Architects (ULA), an achievement that heralded excellent opportunities and
possibilities for African architects worldwide.

As the first Secretary General of the Africa Union of Architects from 1981 to 1984, Femi
Majekodunmi worked with Henry Ssentogo to helped lay the foundation of that organization with
sustainable principles of governance, solidarity, and cooperation that continue to guide its
existence till today. That Commitment to the African Architects project and to the advancement of
our profession remains a precious legacy.



Femi utilized the breadth of his vision, upbringing and aura to embark on actions that have given
our continent a presence and respect in the World-wide community of architects with dignity,
conviction, and connections between a plethora of humankind and inclimations.

Throughout his life, one could experience Arc Olufemi Majekodunm'’s consistent exhibition of
professional excellence, integrity, and the fundamental role of architecture in modelling today's
goal of sustainability, humanness and inclusion in all our urban conurbations. He was truly a
significantinspiration to a swathe of professionals the world over.

His extraordinary career will remain a model of leadership, integrity, and dedication to the
profession.

in the annals of the NIA, Arc Majekodunmi set the tene for happy and peaceful yet purpose filled
MiA gathering Members looked forward bo a time away from their drawing boards to share common
values and funwith colleagues during his Presidency.

In this regard, he was continuing in a long line of predecessors and past presidents VIZ.

1. ARC MICHAEL OLUTUSEM ONAFOWOKAN 1960-1967
. ARC (DR) ALEX IFEANYICHUKWU EKWUEME 1967-1968
i ARCAUGUSTINE AKHUEMOKHAN EGBOR 1968-1970
4. ARCOLUWOLE OLUMUY WA, 19701972
5. ARCJOHNSEYTON KOFIMACGREGOR 1972-1973
. ARCBABATUNDESOBOWALE 19731975
T ARCVIVIAN UKU 19751977
8. ARCDAN EDO AWANI 197 7-1981
9. ARCAKIN CRAIG 1981-1983
10. ARCOLUFEMIMAJEEDDUMNMI 19831985

He was aloving Husband, Father, Generous, a Bundle of Humourwith a surfeit of Charisma
AnEpitome of humane Aristocracy traceable to 3 generations of Egba (Abeokuta) hierarchy in
Education, Industry and Integrity. An example in success yet silent in profound achievement.
Humble, kind, gentle and handsome with a tinge of adventure inhis DMNA.

A Miasma of Intellect, nobleness Comfortably nestling in equestrio - patrician nobility yet
comfortable within the plebeian community. An ingenious natural act of elegance imbued with
easy confidence.

That was the Arc. Femi Majekodunmi, | know and respected my NIA President. | served under as
Secretary General.

wWhonever stopped calling me "Charly Boy!!”

Victoria and Femisat ON THE SAME CHURCH PEW next to Carol and myself every Sunday of worship
with the children for decades. He personally graced my 80th Birthday Church service and
celebrations,

He was truly kind and an inspirational act to Follow.
He was fun to be with while working, travelling, conferencing and generally relaxing when in the
service of our beloved profession.

My deep condolences go out to his Family, members of his architectural practice, the Migerian
Institute of Architects (MIA), and the world community of architects.
May his soul restin peace with the Lord.

ArcCharles Majoroh s,
{Bast President NL4)






TRIBUTE TO CHIEF
OLUFEMI ADETOKUNEBO
MAJEKODUNMI

It is with deep sorrow and profound respect
that we learned of the passing of "Chief
Olufemi Adetokunbo Majekodunmi” on June 5,
2026, at the age of BA.

On behalf of the Korean architectural
community and | offer my deepest condolences
ko his Family, the Migerian Institute of
Architects, and our colleagues across Africa.

Chief Majekodunmiwas a monumental figure in
global architecture.

As the “first African President of the
International Union of Architects (UIA) from
1990 to 1993", he broke barriers and paved the
way for generations of architects worldwide.

His leadership during the 1993 Chicago
Declaration laid the vital Foundation For
sustainable and environmentally responsible
architecture that guides us to thisday.

He masterfully demonstrated how modern
architecture can Fflourish while remaining
deeply rooted in cultural identity—a vision that
resonates strongly with the spirit of Korean
architecture

His extraordinary legacy as a visionary leader,
institution builder, and pioneer of sustainable
design will Forever inspire the global
architectural community.

We stand in solidarity with Africa in honoring
his memaory.

May he restin eternal peace.

HAN Young-Keun

Precident, Federation Inshitute of Korean Archites {(Fka)
LA, Counc! RdifZ3-2a6)

Candidate for Prasident L4

TRIBUTE

Wwhen | think back to the start of my career, |
think of Arc. Femni Majekodunmi. He was my First
boss in the corporate world, and he was an
Architect in the truest sense - not just of
buildings, but of people, hence, FMA was a
UMIVERSITY.

Wwhen people left, | used to say they didn't
leave, they just graduated from the REAL
UMIVERSITY!

He taught us that good Architecture demands
integrity. That details matter. That you design
for the people who will inhabit a space, not just
forthe drawing board.

OM as we popularly called him had a few
notable "FIRST" For me, namaly:

First Migerian Architect to export his firm to
another country, thereby having branches in
other countries.

First to have a fully equipped computerised
firm that was used for architectural drawings.
Mo TD boards, no Tee squares, no set squares.

First to become the Migerian Institute of
Architect's President.

First to have his staff use their name initials
within the office space, instead of the
traditional Mr. Mrs. Oga, Siror Madam.

First Migerian Architect to design notable Head
OFffices for oil companies, banks and a hospital
within the same decade.

OM built more than structures, He built
Architects. He built confidence in those of us
who were just starting out, And he did it with a
quiet pride in the craft, he did it with patience
and respect. He didn't just give orders - he gave
lessons. And he trusted us enough to let us
learn by doing.

The buildings he designed will be part of this
city's skyline for years to come. But his real
legacy lives in the people he mentored - in the
way we still ask, “Would OM be proud of this?™
before wesignoff on adrawing.

Thank you, OM for the foundation you gave me.
For the lessons, the trust, and the example, I'm
grateful | got ta learn from you, and I'm honorad
to carry yourinFluence Forward in my work.
Restin peace.

Wole Eperokun



TRIBUTE TO ARC (CHIEF)
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

My plea to the entire Majekodunmi Family is
that the gravity of our mourning should be
mitigated and the depth of our collective sense
af irreparable loss should also be assuaged by a
peep into history.

Some years ago when | was researching the
history of the Egbas, of which the Majekodunmi
Family is a Formidable pillar, | came across the
following:

"Based on Egba oral history and the book: "The
Egba and Their Meighbours 1842-18727, the
Majekodunmi Family of Abeokuta descends
from Ogundele, a son of Ogundipe. After a
tragedy involving the death of a child,
Ogundele took the name “Majekodunmi™- Ma je
ki odun mi ("Let my year not be spoiled/ let
sorrow not ruin my year.)

That is why you'll see both "Ogundele” and
"Majekodunmi” in 19th century Egba records
referring to the same lineage. Ogundele, son of
Ogundipe, later called Majekodunmi after the
death of his child, is ancestor of the
Majekodunmi house. ‘Majekodunmi” is the
oruko amutorunwa/oruko isele- a name Laken
after an event, not the birth name."

The event to which reference is being made
involved either Femi's grandfather (J1.B
Majekodunmi) or his grandFather who had hired
someone to teach his Favourite son how to ride
a horse. Unfortunately, the child Fell off the
horse and died. The whole of Abeokuta
trooped to the house of the bereaved Father. To
their astonishment, the father bore his grief
with calm dignity and promptly resumed his
business with fierce determination. He bluntly
refused to succumb to pathos or despair.
Thereafter, "Majekodunmi™ became both his
sobriguetand name.

Also, in 1955 when Chief J.B Majekodunmi
(Femi's grandfather) died, my Dad (Chief 1K
Randle), my cousin Adeyinka Majekodunmi and
| drove From Lagos to Abeokuta to attend the
funeral. It was Femi's Dad, Chief {Dr) Moses
Adekoyejo Majekodunmi who invited my Dad. It
was a really grand affair. At the end of the
Funeral, Chief (Dr) Majekodunmi summoned
the Family members to the inner sanctum of the
family house at |kereku. That was seventy-one
years ago when tape recorders had just
surfaced in Migeria. Anyway, Dr. Majekodunmi
had persuaded his father to record a message
onhisdeathbed to be released after his death.

Without any prior warning, Dr. Majekodunmi

pressed the button and what Followed was the
authentic voice (in thick Egba dialect) of the
departed patriarch of the family. He pleaded
for peace and unity amongst all his children.
There must be no litigation or squabbles over
his vast estate. Technology had berthed on our
shoresand landed in Abeokuta.

The audience took to their heels and fled in
various directions. The whole of Abeokuta was
in panic. It was pandemonium averywhere,

Word quickly spread that the departed Chief
1.B Majekodunmi has risen from the dead and
had spoken to his Family.

something else | recall from the Funeral was a
photograph of Chief (Dr) Moses Adekoyejo
Majekodunmiresplendent in his “Aco Ebi” inthe
midst of his closest friends- Chief Obafemi
Awolowo; Chief F.R.A Williams and Chief 1K
Randle. Those who are familiar with Migeria's
turbulent history would no doubt appreciate
the irony and significance of that poignant
photograph. Following the turmoil in the
Western Region of Nigeria, Chief (Dr) Moses
aAdekoyejo Majekodunmi was appointed by the
Prime Minister Alhaji (5ir) Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa as the Sole Administrator of the
Western Region. His first task on resuming in
Ibadan was to sign the detention order which
confined Chief Obafemi Awolow, the erstwhile
Premier of the Western Region to the then
remote {and mosquito infested0 Lekki
Peninsula- and later to Calabar. Chief F.R.A
Williams resigned as the Minister of Justice and
Attorney-General of the Western Region to set
up his law chambers in Lagos. Chief J.K Randle
had died in 1956 atthe age of 47 years,

Last year, | handed over a photograph of Chief
(Dr) Moses Adekoyejo Majekodunmi, Sole
Administrator of the Western Region
worshipping at a Church in Oke Padre, Ibadan.
Standing at attention was Captain Murtala
Mubhammed who was the Aide-de-Camp to the
Sole Administrator.

¥ou do not need to be a historian to remember
that Murtala Muhammed rose to the rank of
General and became the Head of State of
Migeria on July 29, 1975, He was assassinakbed
on Friday 13th February 1976.

At the risk of telling you what most, if not all of
ou know already- what Femiwanted most was
ar his Father who was a titan in the medical

profession to be proud of him_ It is self-evident



that Femi has not only met his Father's
expectations. He surpassed them by miles.

Here is the testimonial to these superlative
achievements:

Arc (Chief) Olufemi Adetokunbo Majekodunmi,
FMNIA: ARIBA (1940-2026)

(i) Personal Background

Olufemi was born in London, England, on 1st
May 1940, to Moses Majekodunmi and Tomi
Agbebi. He grew up in Migeria and attended 5t
Gregory's College, Lagos. He later returned to
the United Kingdom to study architecture at
the Glasgow School of Art, Kingston College of
Art {now Kingston University) and graduated in
1966,

Majekodunmi was married to Victoria
Majekodunmi. They had Four children. He died
on 5 Jume 2025, at the age of B&.

(i)  Architectural Career

Arc {Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi was a
pioneering British-Nigerian architect whose
career Fundamentally shaped the African
architectural landscape. He was the Ffirst
African President of the International Union of
Architects (Ula) and founder of one of the
Funtinent‘; most prominent architectural
irms.

After graduation, Femi worked for some years
with firms in Washington D.C. Afterwards, he
returned to Migeria and worked with Godwin
and Hopwood Architects, Lagos before
establishing his architectural firm, than Femi
Majekodunmi Associates, now FMA Architects
Ltd, in Nigeria in 1973. The firm has grown to a
large practice, with branch locations in
Botswana and South Africa. He worked with
various architectural organizations bo advance
the practice of architecture in countries across
Africa. He was closely associated with many
architectural organizations. He was the First
president of the Nigerian Institute of Architects
and a past president F the International Union
af Architects from 1990 ta 1993,

Majekodunmi was a Fellow of the Migerian
Institube of British Architects and a member of
the Royal Institute of British Architects. He was
a juror For several competitions including WAMN
Awards For World Architecture. He was an
Associate Professor of Architecture at the
University of Lagos.

{iii) Notable buildings/Projects

Botswana Police College; 5t. Nicholas Hospital,
Lagos; Sterling Tower, Lagos: MAL Office
Buildings, Standard Chartered Bank Building,

Lagos; South African High Commission, Abuja;
Total Head Office, Lagos.

(iv)] ProfessionalLeadership

Arch. (Chief) Olufemi Adetokunbao
Majekodunmi was a pioneering Force in African
architecture. As the First African President of
the International Union of Architects (AUA), he
championed African fuerspectives globally and
shaped architectural governance across the
cantinent.

A distinguished architect and committed
leader, Olufemi Majekodunmi made a lasting
contribution to the profession at both regionat
and international levels. He served as the First
Secretary General of the African Union of
Architects (AUA) from 1981 to 1984, helping to

lay the foundations of its governance across
the continent.

From 1990 to 1993, he served as the Ffirst
African President of the UlA, marking an
important moment in the Union's history.
During his presidency, he helped bring African
perspectives more prominently to the
international stage and championed a more
inclusive vision of architectural leadership and
professional dialogue.

Throughout his career, Olufemi Majekodunmi
was widely respected For his vision, his
commitment to service, and his support for
Future generations of architects. His work
skrengthened professional institutions and
contributed to broader reflections on ethics,
collaboration, and the role of architecture in
society.

His passing is a great loss to the architectural
community. The UlA pays tribute to his
remarkable legacy and extends its sincere
condelences to his Family, colleagues, and
Friends, as well as to the architectural
community in MNigeria, across Africa, and
throughout theworld.

(v) Other roles and Honours

The late Chief Architect Olufemi Adetokunbo
Majekodunmi was a globally acclaimed British-
Migerian architect known For defining modern
African architectura. He received prestigious
academic and professional honours, including
the albert Einstein Bronze Medal, and the
American Biographical Institute Medal of
Honours.

{vi) Legacy

Arch {Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi was a
[:xinnéering Eritish-Migerian architect whose
egacy is defined by transforming modern
African architecture, building resilient



professional institutions, and advocating For
African representation on the global stage.

He inherited a legacy of public service from his
father, but ke Forged a unique path through
architecture. Over more than five decades, he
has mentored countless young architects and
helped transform Nigeria's skyline with
modernist structures that balance innovation
and cultural identity.

Femi has Firmly established himself amongst
the patheon of outstanding Migerian
professionals with global Footprints. His most
enduring architectural masterpiece is St
Saviour's Cathedral Church, Tafawa Balewa
Square, Lagos with its iconic huge {and ever
dazzling) hanging cross which is reputed to
possess amazing healing powers. The funeral
service For Femi will hold at the very same
church he designed.

Femi was wvery much a family man and the
centre piece was his adorable wife- Victoria
who sadly passed on 6th March 2023. They
were blessed with four children; Olufunke,
Avodeji, Akintunde, and Olufolarin.

It must have been heartbreaking For Femi to
cope with the loss of his beloved daughter
Olufunke bwo months ago.

For much of his childhood and adulthood, Femi
was in awe of his father. Dr. Majekodunmi had
been a brilliant student at St. Gregory's College
before proceeding to Trinity College, Dublin
whera he truly excelled. On his return to
Migeria, he joined the Civil service and was
posted to Oshogbo where he became both
neighbor and friend to Engineer Adeniyi
williams. Both of them ended up back in Lagos.
Femi fotlowed his father's footsteps and
entered St. Gregory's College but it was a shaky
beginning. He eventually got into his stride. In
spite of his athletic frame, he did not
participate aggressively in sports.

When it came to choosing a career after leaving
5t Gregory's College, it was his step-mother
Mrs. Mora Majekodunmi who steered him
towards architecture. He was sent off bo Britain
and he enrolled at Glasgow School of Art,
Kingston College of Art (now Kingston
University), Kingston, Surrey and graduated in
1966,

AL that time, the British Council ran a hostel at
58-61 Hans Crescent, Knightsbridge, London
{just a stone throw from Harrods, the luxury
store). Femi was a frequent lodger and guest
during vacation.

He was 'u'a?r hip (hipster). He had found
freedom and liberation in London, away from
parental supervision.

He even acquired a guitar which he carried all
over London and beyond. Perhaps it was
inevitable that he would make Friends with
other Migerian students who were not entirely
saintly- all night gambling at St. Stephens
Gardens, Ladbroke Grove with Peter as the
Chief Host; noisy parties at the residence of
Western Migeria's Agent-General at the super
exclusive Kensington Place Gardens, and dodgy
escapades too many to mention. Femi quickly
acquired a reputation which was captured in his
nick name "MB". This is not the appropriate
occasion For Full disclosure. IF you know, you
kmow!!

| must resist the temptation to spill the beans
about Pater. He had rented a basement Flat
which he converted into a den. It was a magnet
for errant students From various universities-
University of London; Imperial College; Queen
Mary's: Oxford; Cambridge, etc, as well as the
drop outs. They mostly had rich Migerian
parents or were on scholarships from the
Migerian Federal Government. Aside from
gambling, booze was available all day and all
night. Plenty of girls were at their beck and call.
Romance was brief and sex was casual.
Pregnancies were not part of the deal. Hence,
abortions were the ultimate conseguences.
Peter insisted that none of these human
Frailties were his concern. His business was
marathon games of poker. On one occasion, a
guy gamblad away the car which his Father had
given him as a present to celebrate his
graduation from Oxford University where he
obtained a degree in PPE {politics, philosophy
and economics) from Brasenose College.

Peter's den was always smoked-filled. He would
boldly attest that the old boys of Kings College,
Lagos only smoked cigarettes. However, he
remained sworn to secrecy regarding what the
old boys of St. Gregory's College, Obalende
were smoking!!

Regardless, Femi remained focused and he
completed his studies. This was Followed by
sUCCess in acquiring the requisite professional
qualifications to practise as an architect. When
he returned to Niegria, he was still single and he
joined the architectural firm of a British couple-
John Godwin and Gill Hopwood (Godwin and
Hopwood). That was when he vigorously
courted Victoria Afe who was then a student at
the University of Lagos. They got married on
12th August 1972,



Femi set up his own firm, Femi Majekodunmi
and Associates on the 10th Floor, St Nicholas
House, Catholic Mission Street, Lagos in
January 1973,

For many years, Femi and his wife lived in a Flat
in a block owned by his Father at 52, Odunlami
Street, Lagos. It was right on the edge of
Campos Square. Hence, Femi could lay claim to
being an "AreaBoy".

it would be a great injustice not to
acknowledge Femi's professional
accomplishments beyond the confines of
Migeria. Having successfully captured Nigeria,
he Found the environment too restrictive to
accommaodate his vast talents. That was what
propelled him to venture to South Africa;
Botswana and numerous other countries
where hiz professionalism was rewarded with
generous amounts of Dollars. | believe those
offices are skill in very good hands, especially
with his son Ayodeji (who is also an architect)
now at the helm of affairs.

At the pinnacle of his career, Arc (Chief)
Olufemi Majekedunmi made his time and
talents available to the next generation of
architects. He became an Associate Professor
af Architecture at the University of Lagos.

Femi was very much what the English would
succinctly describe as ‘Clubable”. Hence, he was
in his element at the Lagos Luncheon Club. I
think he eventually became the Chairman. He
was also a long-standing member of the Lagos
Motor Boat Club. | am not at liberty to disclose
what he got up to on his yatch (or super vatch).
whatever happens at sea, stays at sea.

Perhaps I should add that this tribute is at the
behest of The Metropolitan Club of Lagos,
Victoria |sland. Chief (Dr) Moses Adekoyejo
Majekodunmi was the President of the Club
from June 1983 to June 1988, Femi was a
member of the Club For Forty-eight years and of
Table 4 where old boys of King's College, Lagos
are equal in number to the old boys of St
Gregory's College, Obalende.

Let us draw the curtain by adopting the stoicism
of the Majekodunmi Family. We shall absorb the
pain and sorrow over the loss of Arc [Chief)
Olufemi Majekodunmi (and all other
tribulations) without Flinching.

HENMCEFORTH, MO NEGATIVITY. JUST POSITIVE
VIBES

Bashorun J.K Randle

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,
FNIA, PPNIA

It is with deep respect and solemn
remembrance that we at MFA Partnership
honour the life and legacy of Arc. {Chief)
Olufemi Majekodunmi, FMLA, PPHIA, founder
of FMA Architects Ltd. His unwavering
dedication, integrity, and wisdoem left an
indelible mark on the architectural profession
and the built environment in general.

Throughouwk his distinguished career, he
exemplified excellence, guiding others with
patience and insight while setting standards
that will continue to inspire generations to
come. His contributions are measured not only
by his remarkable achievements but also by the
values he upheld—professionalism, humility,
and a steadfast commitment to service. These
qualities were evident in his stewardship as
President of the Migerian Institute of
Architects (NIA)} and as President of the
continent’s Foremost architectural body, the
African Union of Architects [AUA).

Though he is no longer with us, his influence
endures. We carry forward the lessons he
imparted, the example he set, and the spirit of
leadership he embodied throughout his life and
career.

While we mourn the loss of Arc. (Chief)
Majekodunmi, we also celebrate a life well
lived—one distinguished not only by
professional accomplishment but alsa by the
biessing of longevity, having attained the ripe
age of 86 years.

We pray that God grants his family the Fortitude
to bear this irreparable loss. May his gentle soul
restin perfect peace. Amen.

Engr.Emeka Achebe
For amnd on befaFof MEAPartnerchip
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As we all called ourselves by our initials. That
was an FMA trademark!!

| honor the memory of a remarkable man,
mentor, and Father figure (even to my husband
Patrick, who you were so fond off), whose
impact on my life will never be forgotten. More
than 28years ago, | had the privilege of working
under ywour guidance, but what you gave me
went far beyond a job or professional
experience. You became Family. Mot just to me,
butthe entire FMAArchitect workforce.

As an architect, you saw potential in me even
before | fully saw it in myself. Through your
patience, wisdom, discipline, and
encouragement, you helped shape nokt only my
career buk also the person | became. Yes you
did!"! You attended my wedding with the entire
FMaA Family over 26 years ago, and your
presence was greatly appreciated. You taught
me the importance of excellence, integrity,
creativity, and dedication to one's craft. The
lessons | learned Ffrom you continue to guide me
ko this day. Till date, | proudly let the world
know | worked with a man of integrity- FMA
Architects.

You opened doors, shared knowledge
s@lflessly, and created opportunities that
changed the course of my Future. Your belief in
me gave me confidence to grow, dream bigger,
and pursue architecture with passion and
PUrpose.

You were so family oriented that each time |
was pregnant, you totally understood the need
for maternity leave, and even extended ones at
that! My First son { In Glory) was born a week
after your 60th, which | missed. You always
remembered my birthday each year, even afteri
left FiA Architects, and never missed sending
me a birthday greeting.

Beyond the office, your kindness, warmth, and
genuine care made you someone | deeply
respected and appreciated. You treated people
with dignity and made those around you feel
valued. Thatisa rare gift.

Though many years have passed since we
worked together, your influence has remained
with me every step of the way. And that is why
decades after leaving FMA Architects, it still
fFelt like Family each time | came visiting in the
office. | was always received warmly. Your

legacy lives on in the lives and careers you
helped build, including mine.

Thank you for everything you poured into my
life. | will always be grateful for your
mentorship, your generosity, and the Family
bondwe sharad.

May your soul rest in perfect peace OM. Now
you are all resting in peace, Aunty Vicky and
Funke. It was truly a lot for you. You will always
be remembered with honor, gratitcude, and
affection.

Rest OnOM.

Mrs Ifechukwu Onyeka- Patrick - oo
Former Eva staf

We spoke last with Femi Majekodunmi (FM) in
Movember 2025 when he called to offer
condolences after the passing of our mother,
Miss Hopwood (GH). S0 came to an end a
relationship of Friendship and deep mutual
professional respect that he had with our
parents John and Jill Godwin since they
employed him as a recently qualified architect
inthe 1960s.

His Father Dr Majekodunmi had been their
landlord soon after they came to Lagosin 1953
and he turned to them when he knew Femi was
returning to Lagos From study in the UK. John
{JC) was immediately interested as Femi was an
Alurmni of Kingstoen Polytechnic where John
took a Foundation year when it was the
Kingston School of Art.

Femi started at Godwin and Hopwood he
shared his game plan that he would leave to
open his own office which he did at the time he
and Victoria married. At the time Femi left
Godwin and Hopwood to start his practice, he
was the project architect for the Federal
Science School Victoria Island. This job was
given to Femi, by John and Jill, to complete
under his own name.

At Godwin and Hopwood, he ran the practice
whilst John and Jill went on leave. As a
testimony to his character and dedication to his
role Jill told of when he went "on tour' to



inspect the IDA projects in the north. At the
time the only vehicle the office could buy was a
Ford Transit and part way he had a blowout left
the road and wrote the vehicle off. Undeterred
Femi rented a car and completed the tour and
the office enly found out when he returned to
Lagos.

Compliance with the indigenization decree of
1972 presented a problem for a creative
industry where the only equity in the firm was
intellectual. A solution was found and Femi
together with Frank Mbanefo were appointed
as Mon-Executive Directors.

John, Jill and Femi all committed immense
amounts of time into the development of the
profession in Migeria warking for the Migeria
Institute of Architects. They joined others in
negotiation of a fair scale of fees with the
government following the impesition of the 3%
fee For architects working on government
projects. Femi also served both as NIA and
International Union of Architects (UIA})
President.

The extent of mutual trust between them was
demaonstrated by the appointment of John to
the board of trustees of the Majekodunmi
Foundation.

From a very young age Femi has always been in
our lives. As children the name of Majekodumni
was Familiar to us as it was generally Femi who
was entered as our sponsor on our applications
For Migerian visas when we came home Ffor
holidays. Though we might have seen him
infrequently, he and Victoria could be relied
upon te support John and Jill's marked
occasions. The last time was atthe Memorial of
John where he gave a very moving eulogy
about John, including that he could not speak
af John without speaking of JilL

We give thanks For the life of Arc, Majekodunmi
and the part he has played in the life of our
Family and the Godwin's lifelong connection
with Migeria.

A talented and honourable professional of
greatstatura.

A consummate leader and public speaker yet
approachable and without arrogance.

We give him back toyou, dear God,

wWho gavest him to us.

Yet as Thou didst not lose himin giving,

Sowe have not lost him by his return.

For what is thine isours always, if we are thine.
And life is eternal and love is immertal,
Anddeathisonly a horizon,

and a horizon is nothing more

Thanthe limit of our sight.

Tony and Carey Godwin

A TRIBUTE TO ARC.
(CHIEF) OLUFEMI
MAJEKODUNMI

FNIA, PPNIA, PPUIA (1940 - 2026)

It's extremely difficult to know exactly where
to start celebrating the life of such a colossal
figure whose axistence has been a blessing to
everyone that had the privilege of crossing his
path. Like most Migerian architects, 1 got to
know Arc. Femi Majekodunmi from a distance,
long before | met or interacted with him
personally. As a young architect back in the
days, he was such an embodiment of all the
atcributes | dreamt of having asan architect and
when ! eventually began to interact with him on
a personal level, | was intrigued by his level of
humility despite his towering
accomplishments.

wWithin the NIA, he has undoubtedly made
lasting contributions even in old age to the
sustenance of the Institute, having served as
President and member of the Board of Trustees
in addition to his being a trustee of the African
Union of Architects {AUA) and President of the
global body For architects, the UlLA.

| recall with nostalgia, the various instances we
had interacted in the past but perhaps the few
that stuck with me include my 2015 attempt for
the 3rd Vice-President position in the Institute
when under pressure to step down, he called
me aside and asked me to follow my heart and
the rest is history. Another instance was when
in 2022, he got to know | would be attending
the maiden edition of the Architects
Association of Botswana Conference on the
invitation of the President of the Association
and he asked that | make out time to visit his
office in Botswana which I did and he took me
on a historical journey of how the office came to
be and how he named the building after his wife
—Victoria.



During my Presidency of the Institute, he was
always there to offer wise counsel and even
made huge financial contributions to whatever
cause the Institute was pursuing. Most notable
was our bid to affect an amendment to the
public procurement act among several other
similar interventions. He was also a strong pitlar
of support during the dark years of the crisis
that engulfed the Institute post 2015 even at
the risk af being maligned by individuals much
younger than him.

I recall our last interaction on the 1st of May
2026 during his 86th birthday. | had just Flown in
from an NiA engagement that took me to
Kaduna and Zaria when my wife suggested we
drive straight Ffrom the airport to his home in
Victoria Island to spend some time with him. He
was in high spirit throughout our stay and
shared humeorous banters with everyone
around. Little did | know that would be my last
interaction with him. Without fear of
contradiction, | can boldly say that it will be
difficult to find someone that matches his
humility, generosity and genuine love For
architecture, the Institute and humanity at
large.

| will Forever be grateful For his friendship
towards my Family, especially when he
accepted without hesitation to have my son
internin his office among other acts of kindness
| cannok begin to enumerate. He will be greatly
missed, and | pray for a peaceful repose of his
soulin the bosomof thelord.

Adieu Arc. {Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi the
architect, philanthropist and mentor
extraordinaire.

Arc.Enyi Ben-Eboh ruis, peuis
28th Presidant of the Nigeralnskitute of Architects

TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF)
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI,

FNIA, PPNMNIA, PPAUA, PPIUA

It is with deep emotion and gratitude; and in
recognition of God's grace that | celebrate an
icon, Father and mentor whose impact on
countless lives remainsimmeasurable.

Chief (Arc.) F. Majekodunmi was a
quintessential professional, disciplined,
visionary and committed to excellence. Your
transition to the great beyond has left me
speechless. Your philanthropic acts, kindnass,
and generosity touched countless lives and will
never be Forgotten.

Farewell Baba, May your gentle soul continue
to rest in the bosom of the Almighty God, Sir.
You will be dearly missad.

Mrs. Funmi OLA
ODepl of Morine Soances, University of Logos.

TRIBUTE TO ARC.
OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI
(OM)

Itis with a deep sense of loss and gratitude that
| pay tribute to my late boss, mentor, and
Chairman of FMA Architects, Arc. OluFemi
Majekodunmi, Fondly known to many as OM.

My First encounter with his name was long
befare | had the privilege of working under his
leadership. As the President of the
Architecture Students Association at the
Federal University of Technology, Akure (FUTA)
in 2011, | often heard of Arc. Majekodunmi's
remarkable contributions to the architectural
profession and his influence within the
industry. Even then, his reputation preceded
him.

& Few years later, during my Master's degres
programme at the University of Lagos in 2014, 1
had the privilege of being one of his students. |
still remember his thoughtful gesture of
providing free notebooks For his course—a
simple act that reflected his generosity and
concern for students, He was not just
interested in teaching architecture; he was
interested in supporting and encouraging
Future architects.



in 2019, | joined FMA Architects and had che
rare opportunity to work under his leadership.
it was during this period that | experienced
firsthand the depth of his compassion. When |
Fell seriousty ill, Arc. Majekodunmi personally
paid one of my hospital bills at St. Nicholas
Hospital before my family could arrive. That act
of kindness went far beyond professional
responsibility. It revealed the heart of a Father,
a leader, and a man who genuinely cared for
people.

To many, OM was a distinguished architect, a
visionary leader, and a respected icon of the
profession. To me, he was also a mentor with a
large heart, a Father figure, and a man whose
pleasant smile always made others feel
welcome. His wisdom, humility, and generosity
left lasting impressions on everyone who was
privileged to know him.

| did not know that my attendance at the
Association of Consulting Architects of Migeria
(ACAM) at 20 celebration in 2024 would
become my final opportunity to be in his
presence. Looking back now, | cherish that
moment even more deeply.

The architectural profession has lost a colossus.
FrA Architects has lost avisionary leader. Many
of us have lost a menter and Father figure. Yet,
his legacy lives on through the lives he touched,
the professionals he mentored, and the
remarkable contributions he made to
architecturein Migeriaand beyond.

Thank you, OM, For your kindness, your
leadership, your mentorship, and your
humanity.

May vour gentle soul restin perfect peace.

Restwell, Arc. Olufemi Majekodunmi (O},

Arc.Esther Oluwafunke Adebayo, rres s

TRIBUTE TO OM

To live in the hearts we leave behind is not to
die,

OM made such an impact on so many lives
through his visionary leadership and kindness.

Architecture in Migeria as we know it has been
undoubtedly shaped by his work and | am proud
to have worked at FMA.

His contributions will continue to be Felt for
years to come, and his memory will live on
through all of us.

Adetuniji Inioluwa

TRIBUTE POEM:

O not all heroes wear a cape

Lives you touched Flockingly drape
Uponthe earth that has called you home
Femi Majekodunmi, your name resounds
Everreferred as the human tome,
Mostarchitects say a solid ground

| for one shall be everly indebted.

Maluchukwu P. Edozie






TRIBUTE CHIEF OLUFEMI
ADETOKUNBO
MAJEKODUNMI

The architectural profession has lost a
distinguished practitioner whose vision
reached Far beyond the success of his own firm.
He never viewad architecture as a contest to be
won at the expense of others. Instead, he
believad that the profession could only thrive
when its practitioners stood together in
addressing the challenges that affected us all.

His integrity, professionalism, and willingness
to engage with peers across Firm boundaries
earned him the admiration of many within the
industry. He understood that while firms may
compete for projects, they share a common
responsibility to protect the dignity and Future
of architecture itself. His efforts to Foster unity
among practitioners demonstrated
remarkable Foresight and an unwavering
commitment to the collective good. This was
evidenced by him becoming the president of
the Migerian Institube of Architects(M1A), the
first secretary of the African Union of
Architects (AUA) and a past president of the
International Union of Architects.

One of his most significant contributions was
being one of the key Ffigures to initiate the
establishment of the Association of Consulting
Architects of Migeria (ACAN). He recognized
that architectural practices in Migeria were
facing common issues; professional standards,
industry regulations, economic pressures and
the need For a stronger collective voice. Rather
than accept these challenges as inavitable, he
sought to create a platform where consulting
architects could come togethar, exchange
ideas, and work towards sustainable solutions
for the advancement of the profession. This
was the mark of atrue leader.

His legacy is not measured solely by the
buildings he designed or the projects he
delivered, but also by the institutions he helped
build and the spirit of collaboration he inspired.
He reminded us that the strength of our
profession lies not only in creativity and
technical excellence, but also in solidarity and
shared purpose.

ACCL honours a man who was a unifying force
within the architectural community. His
contributions will continue to resonate
through the lives of the professionals he
brought together and the standards he worked
zo hard to uphold.

The architectural fraternity mourns his passing,
butitalso celebrates a life dedicated to service,
leadership, and the advancement of our
profession. His vision will endure, and his legacy
will remain an inspiration to generations of
architects yet to come.

May he rest in peace, knowing that the
Foundation he laid For a stronger and more
united architectural profession will continue to
stand For many yearsto come.
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We mourn the passing of Past President Olufemi Majekodunmi
(1940-2026).

The first African President of the UIA and founding Secretary
General of the African Union of Architects, he shaped
international architecture with vision, integrity, and a
commitment to inclusion.

His legacy endures. Our deepest condolences to his family and
the architectural community worldwide.
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Tribute ta Arc. Olufem| Adetokunbo Majekodunmi FMIA, PPHIA, PPUIA
By the Nigerian Institute of Architects Abuja Chapter [NIAABC)

Thie MNiperian Insviute of Architects Abuja Chapter joins the architacoural community i mouming
the passing of Arc. Dluferni Adetokuinbo Majekodunmi, FMIA. RIBA, PPN IA, PPUIA. an exceptional
architect, dietnguished educator, and one of the most influendal fgures in the history of
architecture in Migeria and across the world.

Bornon 15t May 1940 i London, England. Arc. Majekodunmi was educated at 5. Gregory's College,
Lagos, before pursuing architactural studies at the Glasgow Schoof ef Art and Kingston College of
Art in the United Kingdom, graduating in 1966 Following professional experience in Washington,
D.C., and later with Godwin and Hopwood Architects in Lages, he established Ferni Majekadunmi
Ascociaies in 1973, now known as FMA Architects Lid. Under his leadership, the practice graw Into
one of Africa’s most respected architectural firms, with operations extending into Botswana and
South Africa

Arc. Femi Majekodunmi's contributions to the profession exstended well beyond practice. He was a
pioneering leader who played a phvotal role in strengthening professional institutions and

advancing architecture across Africa and globally, He served global Architectural bodias such as
the Afrcan Union of Architects and later as President of the Interpational Union of Arch lteces [LIEA)

from 1590 e 1993, becoming a respecied volce for architects worldwide.

& Fellow aof the Niperan Institute of Architects and a membsr of the Hoyal Institute of British
Archtocts, he was also desply commitied to education and mentorshp. He inspired generaticns
af architects through his knowledee, experience, and passion for excellence.

He will be remambered as a wsionany keader, mentor, adwocate, and ambassador of the
architactural profession. His Bfe axempiified professionalism, integrity, service, and an umwavering
cammitment to the advancement of architecture.

On behalf of the members of The Migerian institute of Architects Abuja Chapter (MIAABC) we
axtend apr heartfelt condolances to his family. friends, colleagues. former students, and the entire
architoctural commainity.

May hi= soul rest in perfect perace, and may his remarkable legacy continue to inspire generations
of architects to come.
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE ON THE PASSING OF CHIEF OLUFEMI MAJERODUNMI

Enrﬂrﬁm:guilﬁrrnfm vepresenting ACANgern [Assocation of Connilbng Asclotects,
Migroa| mizired to commisenate with oo fther Cloef Ofnfen Mbpkodhinms, We pever conld Fave
imagined that for muany of us. that wondd be the last tme that we would see han.

The pastong of Cheef Obafemi Mmekodnne i1 o cctotsel Joss for the profesuon and indeed for o
Nmon. ot we ae formaate that he beed e bres, impacted many people wuth Enowisdgs and
rdrmﬂcrmdhlynmnmmuummmmhﬂufhﬂhniﬁmdmthﬂm
and will comtmme to wonch wll never be grantifahis

I spate of hus nmense achievements, be mantamed a bumiliny and genesoutr of spat dufficulr to find
in somecns 5o scoomplished Oz frir edition of Endicmy Lepacies ums dechcated to his life and wodk,
ard be was veoy pratefidl for the recopnibon.

Oy belulf of the Evecitve Commiittes and the entre membership of the Assocubon of
Aschaterts Mugena (ACANpend), pleste accept oiie hedrrfelt condelences on the passng of vour belored
Bather, 3 tre patearch of e padustey, We ace in shock, marhe sren in dencl bap gratefnd that be has =i
i 30 ayach to emember him by

We stand with voo and we shave in youu prief and Enﬂhtﬁ-mi;uﬂﬂrmmdmhn]ﬂhmﬂgﬁ
to bear thes great loss. M the loming memoces of von beloved fathes bong comfodt. and nurr hes soal

gest in pecfect peace
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Dear Parmess of FMA,

CONDOLENCE ON THE PASSING OF ARC. FEMI MAJEKDDUNMI — "OM"

| wrte o express my heamlell condalences o the Management and enfre slaff of FMA Archilects Lid on the
paesing of Are. Femi Maskodunmi, londly snd respecihuly kncwm 1o many of us as O

OM was not only a debnguished srchifect and an outstarding professonal, be was also 3 menior, benefacior,
leader, and Eather figurs fo many who passed through FMA Archilects. His bie and work left an mdelicle mask on
the archieciural profession m Migera and on the many indneduals whose careess he shaped encouraged and
ugifed

My personal association with OM began in 1380 as an ensry-level architect 1o Femi Majekodunmi Assocates and
contrued for over theee decades, dusing which | had the peiviege of working chosely with him and bter cerving as
Partrer and lates as Maragmg Fariner of FWMA Srchifects [id Those years reman a deeply treasured part of my
probessonal purnsy. OM crented an office cullure buili on openness, discplng, excellence, loyally, bust, and
genurs concem for the wellare of staff It is a l=etmony o ks eadership thal many members of 18l cenved the
firen Fahilally for coveral decades.

DM was a man of rare humiliy, quiet generosity, professonal iniegrdy, and pracical compasson. He gave freely
of his inowledge suppored the growth of yourger archiects. contrbuted mmensely to the Kigenan nsitute of
Archilects, and exfended kindress o many withn and beyond the professaon

FMA, Architecty siands as one of the enduring legacies of kie vaon, commitment, and vafuse. As you all mousn
hiz pasmng. may you all, aleo be sirengthensd by the honour of continuing the peolecgional kentags ke buit wh
such dedication and detncbion

| peaiy that Almighty God will comiort hes famdy, the Marmagement and oiaff of FMA Architects, hio colleagues,
mentess, fnends, and all who were Blessed 1o know him, May ks noble soal rest in perfect peace in etemity.
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GHK ARCHITECTS LIMITED
Archilacts and Lrban Plannars
6 June 20246
; W Modgpe Brest GFA ook
BOCMISCIAF PO Bos 2148 Mopna Lsgou
Tal +J34 AIEO0GAT
Mr Deg Mapekodunmi wanil,  ghkighksrcscs coem
FMEH.;IEII'I 1 et O Dwives ghlarch el oom
Penthouss Suite 51 Micholas House
B0 Cathalic Mission Stresl
Lagos
Chear Sir

Chief (Arc) Olufem] Majekodunmi: 1940 - 2026

We were saddened to leam of the passing of Chief Arc. Femi Majekodunmi on § June
20265, We join many others in extending our heartfelt condolances lo his immediate Bamily
and to the entire leam at FMA Archilects

Arc. Majskodunmi is fondly remembered as one of the pioneenng Nigenan architects at
Godwin and Hopwood, now GHK Archilects He also played an instrumental role in ensur-
ing the fmn's survival after the Indgenisaton Decree of the 19704 by sarving as a non-
exgcutrng Direclor

For many years, he shared his expenence as a board member. He was a true
friend to the founders and a model o the genarations who followed

Hes humility and generosty, spoken of by 5o many since news of s passing, are quaktes
we deeply share and honar,

We pray for the peaceful repose of his soul and thal his legacy of service will continus o
bless all whose ves he louched

With deepest sympathy,
7
Y-

GHE Archifects
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dttention: Arc. “Fomi Aghools FRILA -Mansging Perimer
RE: ARC. CHIEF 'FEMI MAIEKODLUMMI Prsois FRiA -1940 - 2024

| am writing o copress my hoartfelt condolonces on bohatt of Conaultonts Collaborstres Fartnership (CCF)
LLF an the passng of Arc. Chief ‘Femi Majezoduneni, the Foundes of FMA Arehitacts Limaad. We wona deeply
eadchaned 1o recoke the nows of s pessing, and oul thoughts and pravers @ with his family, the FMA
Monagemeont, and the entire staff of the firm ot ths ditficult time,

&rg. Chiof Famil Mpjokodunms wad an outstanding architect snd visionnry whoge works helped shspe the

Afchiteciuml sndscape of Nigenia, As one of the pioneers of the profession, he played o significant role in
ﬂ'ﬂmm Piscie of Arghitecture and establishing standands of excellance thal Inspeed EEncTELIONS =1
professionls waha the country

Boyond Migeris, his influencs extendod aoross bondors a8 ho promated fhe prsctce of Anchitesture
micmationaly and progected the strength of Nigerian professionals on the global stage.

His legacy of creativty, lesdership, and professionsl disting lion will fremain b source of poide and insprstion
o thir architochursl community far Many yoars i coma.

Afe Chilef Fermi Majekodunmi will be gheatly frissed, butl his enduing contibutsons i architecture and his
romarinblo legacy through FMA Architects Limitad will continue 10 inspins the profession

&, Enphoro Dedomi FMIA

Managing Fuariiar
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MO&A

A Tribute to Arc. (Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi
It is with heavy hearts but deep gratitude that we remeamber Arc. Feml Majekodunmi today.,

In the Construction Industry, Arc. Majekodunmi was more than a name on a contract or a
signature on a drawing. He was a man of vision who understood that architecture is not just
about buildings — it is about shaping the lives that happen inside them. &s an architect, his
mind was precise. As a business associate; his character was even sharper,

In boardrooms and on construction projects, he brought three things that are rare together:
clarity, integrity, and calm. He could lock at a problem and see the solution before the rest of
us finished describing it. He could disagree without disrespect. He could push for excellence
without losing patience. That was why pecple trusted him. When he gave his word, you could
buikd on it — literally and figuratively.

Our relationship went beyond projects and involces; It was grounded in mutusl respect. He
taught us that the best deals leave both sides better off. He also showed us, often without
words, that reputation is the one asset you cannof insure. Each time he came prepared and
chose integrity over conveniance, he set a higher standard for sveryone around him.

Arc, Majekodunmi believed In bullding things that would outlast him. Bulldings, yes, but also
people, partnerships, and principles. He invested tme in younger professionals, answered
calls he didn't have to take, and celebrated wins that were not his. That kind of generosity is
what turns an associate into a friend.

Today we mourn the loss of a brilliant mind and a steady presence. But we also celebrate a
life well spent. The ckylines he helped shape, the businesses he helped build, and the lives ha
touched will carry his influence forward.

To his famiily: you shared him with us, and we are better for it. May you find comfort in knowing
how deeply he was respected and loved beyond your home,

To his colleagues and friends: let us hanor him the way he would want — by showing up with
integrity, doing the work well, and treating people right.

Rest in peace, dear Arc. [Chiefl) Olufemi Majekodunmi, The foundations you laid were strong,
We will keep bullding on them,

Gone from our sight, but never from our blueprint.

From The Team at MO&A Limited
Engineering Consutting & Development Firm



Sierra Leone Institute of Architects (SLIA)
Government Office Componnd

New England Ville
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*Condolence Statement®
"Sierra Leons Institute of Archilects® (SLILA.)
June 2026

The Sefra Leone Instiute of Archutects notes wilh deep somow the passing of Cheel Olulami
Adelokunbo Majekodunmi on 5 June 2026 a1 the age of B&.

With his passing. Afica loses one of is greatest buliders — a visionary whose work and
commitmeni have iefl an mdefible mark on archileciore across the confinent and beyond

The Sema Leone instivle of Architects honours His kegacy as he was personally invoived in the
formation of ihe School of Archileciure al Fowrah Bay College, University of Sierma Leone. Arc
Majekcdunmi brought in the renowned Professor E A, Adeyem| (Deceased) o formidate the
CurThcuburn Tor the School of Architeciung.

O & personal call between Arc Chiel Mageodumnmi and he SLIA President, on May 151 2026,
A Majekodurnmi was invited (o De the st of i recipients, slevated by the S.L LA 1o receive
the Honorary Fellowship of the Instilule, siated for October 2026 He menbonsd his nabdity 1o
fravel bud stated thal he would name his representalne

The Siema Leone Institute of Architects extends sincéne condolences o s family, loved ones,
the Migenan Insttule of Architects, and [he wider architeclural community in Nigarea, Affica, and

glotaliy, inthe loss of a lowering figure of protessional excellence

REQUISAT IN PACE
and may light perpetual shine upon you

*From the enfire Executive and Membership of the Sierma Leone instiute of Architects®
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{w %; POWERFIELD CONSULTING LIMITED

- #¥ Mechanical o Electrical & Piping~ Consulting Engineers

ADIEV: CHIEF (ARC) OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI, PPNIA. PPULA, ENIA (1940- 2026)
*Founder & Executive {hairman FALA Led.
*An Iroko Has Fallen in Nizgeria's Built Environment.

We at PCL received wath deep sommow the news of the passmg of Chiefl (Arc) Olufenu
Majekodunmi, a colossus in architecture and 2 true statesman of the construction mdustry

For over 50 years, Chief Majekodunmi shaped skylines, meniored penerations, and proved that
excellence married to miegnity 15 a legacy that endures. As Founder and Executive Chatrman of
FMA Lid. his vision did nof just toald a fiom Iv boalt an instrotion that became the pold standard

for archifectural consulting in Nigena and beyond

At PCL. we are direct beneficianes of that vision. The professional patronage we have enjoyed
from FALA Lid over ihe yeamn has been ransfovmational — commercially and techmically. Maay
of our lamdmark projects exist foday becanse Chiell dared o trust, collaborate, and demand the
very best. We ofien say mnternally; perhaps if not for Chiels vision and the froation of FMA. one
can only wonder where we would be.,

His ntles — PPNLA, PPULA, FNIA — speak 10 peerless service 1o the profession. But to those
who knew hum, hes true titles were  Mentor, Bridge-builder, and Visionary.

At 86, he leaves behind 3 profession ncher for his contnbutions, an industry guided by his
standards, and firms like ours strengthened by s Guth m parmership.

On behalf of the Board Manasement and entire staff of PCL we extend our deepest condolences
1o the Majekodunm fanuly, the FMA family. and the entire Nigenian Institute of Architects

Chaef (Arc) Olufemi Majekodunmi — Thank vou for the blueprint. Thask you for the st
Thank you for showsng us what is posable.

Journey well, sir.

Signed
M =i

Management, PCL

Head Office Address:

§1 Jfawssz Fobartiom Sree,

O Mincha B | Ssrwlirn Lagas
TelFas. =54 [ 205 §108

offow ol woom mEmy com
wwn prwerfinlds comsadting com



OM PER EXCELLENCE

As we celebrate the life of Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi, a dishngmshed
professional and role model, five words came to mind: intellectual, soft spoken,

composure wisdom and influence. He did not talk much m my opimon but
when he spoke, people listened.

Your umwaverng commutment to development of generation of outstanding
professionals m the bualt environment 15 unparalleled.

Though you are no longer with us, the value you live by and the lives you
touched shall contime to shape generations

To say, OM 15 one mn a mmllion 15 an understatement.

A man of quiet strength and mtentional grace. His commmtment to upright
conduct and hus refinement of bemng 15 awesome.

Your approach to life shall continue to mspire us to lead with purpose and serve
with hummlity

Journey on 1n strength and peace.
Amen.

Wole Adesanya
ADESANMNYA & PAETHNERS



Chartered Guantity Surveysr RICS

Procuramedt Fconsmisns SRS

The Dawn of an Era

Tribute to a Refined and Respeched Professional, Chief Arc. Clufemi Majekodunmi

it was 2 mme privilege to encounter a consummate Architect willing to take a chance on a young practice sucth 5 ours,
Chaal Are. Olufemi Majekodunmi was that rare figure — & man whose humility, inbegrity, and unparalisled lsadarship

defined hiz legaey.

His contribution to the budt emrronment remains unmatched. Alweirs ready to share knowledge, be gave generoushy of
his me and wisdom, especisdly io the generation that followed him Despite the demands on his schedule, he found
ways to sow into owr lves, offering sdvice and mentorship that shaped our professional jourmey.

During the formative stage of FO. AB Partnership, he stood by us. He encouraped us when the idea was still fragile,
midwifing the practice with countel and support His words gove wi the cowrnge to step owt of our comfort zone into the
uniengsn. Miore than promises, he foliowed through — chedkng on our progress, entrusting us with projects, and
introducing us to dients when our name was yet unknown. He took chances on us that other would net.

Chief Majekodunmd embodied integrity. He tought us that knowledpe, wealth, and expertise would lesd nowhere
without . His own practice, FMA Architects, stood a3 & beacon of feirness, never short-changing collaborators in fee

distribution ar in project partnerships

For s, his influence was not sbstract — it wes comsastently evident in our work from the outset. He believed in FO. AB
Partnarship, and that beliel became the foundatish on which we bullt the firm.

Chief Arr. Olufemi Majelodunmi was more than & colleague; he was incomparable. His life and work remind us that true
Ereatness lies not anly in what we bulld but siso in how we uplift others along the way.

Thank yau, Chief, for believing in us. Your legacy endures in the structures you deslgned, the practices you nurtured, and
the Bves you towched,

fest On Dear Chisf Majskodummi
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Ot eepeat Condolenced

The Architectural Association of Kenya joins the

African and global architectural fraternity in

mourning the passing of Arch. Olufemi s
Majekodunmi, a distinguished architect, visionary ‘\

leader, and champion of the profession.

As the first Secretary General of the African
Union of Architects and the first African
President of the International Union of
Architects, he dedicated his life to advancing
architecture,  strengthening  professional
institutions, and inspiring generations of
architects across Africa and beyond.

His legacy of leadership, service, and
mentorship will continue to guide the
profession for years to come.

We extend our heartfelt condolences
to his family, friends, colleagues, and
the entire architectural community.

OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI

May his soul rest in eternal peace. AUA TRUSTEE (1940~ 2026)

AVAVA



OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI
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A TRIBUTE TO ARC, FEMI MAJEKODUNMI, FNIA, PPNIA, PAST
PRESIDENT UlA

Avrchiteet of Bulldings, Architect of the Profession, Architect of Global Influence

It is with a henvy heart but deep gratimude that we celebrmite the Hlustrious ife and career
of Arc. Femi Majekodunmi, who recently passed on, Today we mourn the man, bat we
abso honour a legney thad has permanently reised the smiure of Nigeran grchiteciure on
the world stage.

For over five decades, Arc. Mapekodunmi practiced with & mure hlend of design
hrillinnce, professiona integrity, and visionary leadership, His buildings gave Nigeria
dignity in conerete nand gloss — but his greatest strocture was the profession he served.

A Towering Comtribwtion 1o the Profession

Arc. Majekodummi did nod just practice anchiteciure; he budlt the institations that protect
und sdvence i His servioe record s unmatched:

1. Chairman. Intemstional Alfisirs Commimee, MIA: He opened doars for Nigerian
prchitects beyond our borders, forging parnerships that broughl global best prsctioe
home and ook Nigerian tlent abromd to Botswam, South Africa, the middle eass and
Lntim Americi.

2. President, Nigerion Instifute of Architects [NLA]: Ar the belm of the Institute, befween
2003 pnd 2005, he led with courage and reform. He championed professionalism,
ethical practice, and the welfare of young architects. Under his lendership, the voace of
Wigerion architects became clesrer in national policy discussiony on  housing,
infrmstruciure, and urban development,

3. Chairman, Bosrd of Trstees, NIA: In this role he bécame the conscience and
guardian of the Instiute. He provided wisdom, stshility, mnd long-range vision, ensuring
that MEA remained nchored in its founding sdeals while sdapling 1o new challenges,

4, First Black Man 1o be Appointed President, Internitional Unlon of Aschitects [LITA]
19H-1993. This was morg than o personal honour it was a continentnl breakihrough
When Are. Majekodunmi ascendesd the global stage as UIA President, be carried the
hopes of African architects with him. Fie used that platfonm o advocate for sustsinable
destgn in the tropics, for fair recognition of architects from the Global South, and fir

Al compspondence should be advreased fo the Evecutive Secredary



architecture o8 @ ol for pesce und development. His presidency repositioned Africa
from the margins to the center of global srchitectural discourse.

A Teacher, Menior and Nation Builder

Beyond titken, he was a teacher. He volunteered as an Associste Professor ot the
University of Lagos, He mentored hundreds of young architects, always insisting tha
“n druwing is & promise to the future.” He tught us that context matiers, that resilience
is o design strategy, and that integrity is non-nogotinble even when projects are under
stress, Many of today's bending firms and educators carry his fingerprints in their
approach to design and practice. He abso donated generously his finances and his talents,
fior the upliftment of his chosen profession.

A Legacy That Outlives Us

Are, Femi Majekodunmi proved that Nigerian architects can lead the world withow
losing their roots, He gave us buikfings that withstand our climate and our time. He
pwmmlmﬁu:ﬂmnmkulrummhmh. He gave w o ploce 3 the

global table that we will occupy for generations.

Chur Conclodences

To his beloved children, and entire family: please accept our heanfel condolences. We
share In vour gricf, but we also share in your pride. Nigeriu, Africs, and the glabal
architectural community have lost o giant, but your father has left us an inheritance of
excelience, service, anid honour,

Inndmarka. You built institutions
I1 that the world had to listen.

Arc. Femi Majekodunmi, vou drew lines that
that will oudive us sl You represented us

lﬂlnpm_wlﬂ profiessional service is now our guide.

Are, Sonny 5,7, Echong, FNLA, FPNIA

id be oddreased fo the Execulive Jecrelary
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FiAa Architects Limited,

Penthouse Sae St. Micholas Catholic,
Mission Stroel,

F.0. Box T860, Lagos.

O behall of Vita Construction Limited, we extend our deepest condolences 1o you, the staff and
the entire FMA Architects family on the passimg of Arc (Chiel) Oldemi Adetokunbo
Mapkodunmi, FNIA, PPNIA

Arc. Majekodunmi was a distinguished professional whose visionary leadership and immnsi
contributions to the architectural profession have left an enduring legacy. His dedication to
excellence and his role in shaping the bullt environment in Migera and beyond will remain a
saurce of imspiration for generations (o come.

We recognize the profound impact ha had on colleagues, assoclates and the wider cormmunity
and we join you bn mourning the loss of such an iconic figure. We pray that his oul rests in parfect
peace and that his family, frends and professional associates find comfort in the cherished
mamories of his remarkabie lie.

Kmndly accept this letber as a formal expression of our sympathy and solidarity during this perlad
of grief. Our thoughts and prayers remadn with you and the entire FMA Architects family,

Yours Sincerely,
oo Vita Construciion Limited

E;.
-’Tmﬂh]:ﬂl':':-i:agduu

Managing Director
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TRIBUTE TO ARC. (CHIEF) OLUFEMI MAJEKODUNMI, fivla, prmi, ppa, ppisa

It wes like Magwbeon Hill was thinkbng abowl Are. (Chiel) Olufemi Majekodunmi  when he
rightfully asseried that greod achievers are men who are slaves to their dreams and visions, and
that it i= these their dremms/visions that drive them, but not for themselves anymore, but for
humanity,

It was early in the New Millenium that Are. (Chief) Olufemi Majekodunmi joined the services
of the University of Lagos as an Adjunct Staff s the rank of an Associate Professor. At that
time, the depantmient could boast of eminent professors like Professor Clumide Olusanya,
Professor Joseph lgwe, Professor Olaniyi Samuel Okedele and Professor John Godwin. Yet the
department described Baba as a priceless assert. This rating consistently grew higher and higher
for the nearly two decodes be was in active engagement with us.

| can confirm without any iota of equivocation that Baba committed on unquantifinble
proportion of his voluable time ond talent towards enhancing the quality of our facilities,
programmes, and products,

He brought inernational reputation into his PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE lectures and his
imeractions with the students. He painstakingly guided and motivated the them. He was always
svailable al departmental meetings, and punciually too,

His presence and wealth of knowledge were immensely wseful during the numerous national
and inlermational acereditation exercises with the Mational Universities Commission (NLC),
Architects Registration Council of Migeria (ARCONY, and Validotion by the Commaon Wealth
Associstion of Architects (CAA)

He single-handedly sponsored the provision of well-oquiped spaces that served as CAA
Secretariat and OiTice for adjunct academic stall. The quality ond standnrd of the office remains
the highest in the depariment 1ill date.

Baba was a generous giver, In 2016, under the hesdship of Profiessor Mike Adebamowo, he
made significant financiol donstion towards the environmental improvement of our premises,
s part of his support for the proposed unbundling of the department of archilectune o o
Faculiy.

His determination knew no bounds. In 2018, under the headship of Professor Kayode Adebayo,
he supponied the depanimentsl library ihroagh book donstions geared owands getting ready 1o
shoulder the respondibilities of a Faculty.

Baba did nent stop there. In 2022, during the period of his birthday, be prayed for the comtinuoues
growth of the department. He unrcservedly expressed his wish in a note be sent 1o the
undersigned, who was the Head of Depaniment. then:

Tal: 23440 803 323 8111
E-mall: swakafuniag edu ng | lonyiweka@gmal com



Much appreciated. May the Almighty comtinee ta shower you with His
abuwndant beasings. Kindly do me the favour of confiraving the status of the
White House . adiocent to the Department of Architectire building [ wish
e b riven the opportenity of spearheading the divelopment of the building.
in order 1o create cdkfitional accommudation for the Department. As the
FCHY, | weill appreciale yowr thowvghes, af yowr sarliest oppartenify, prior o
my approaching the VC. Wearmnest regards, Are Femi Mafekosdomm ™

Baba was very passionate aboul the redevelopment of the White House Building. In fact, he
had plunned 1o name it after Are (Chiel) Onafowokan, Nigeria's first Architect, in recognition
of his pionecring contributions 1o the profession. This was & demonstration of his unending
passion for scademics and special love for archiveciure in UNILAG,

Although the “while house” project is il at the dream stage, we are thankful that Baba
identified with the collective desire for the upgrade of our facilities. His zeal and legacy of
attachment io the “white house” will remain green and nesh.

Maost importamly, the depariment is glad that Baba lived 1o witness the suecessful growth of
the department into becoming a Faculty of Architecture, comprising three departments; with
Professor Kayode Adebayo as the ploneer Dean. By this consummation. we can regand
ourselves &3 co-shearers in the Tullilment of this segment of Baba's carthly mission of ouching
lives through academic decds.

The depariment shall continue 1o celebrate you os one of the greatest achievers of our time, &

gentleman of near perfection, an obvious personification of humility, gremt architect, great
Fathwer, great menior,

Though you have deparied this workl, your legacy continues lo inspire us.

The entire Focully of Architecture (Staff and siudents) bids you farewell, sir, with deep
gratitude for all you did for us.

Your memory lives on,
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Tuesday, 3% June 2026

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF OLUFEMI MAJEEDDUMMMI, FNLA, PRNIA

We jin others in celebrating the life and legacy of Chief Olufemi Majekodunmi, FMNIA, FPMLA, an
accomplished architect and respected leader, one of the foremast icons of the Nigeran built

efAronment.

Beyond his remarkable professional achievements, Chief Majekodunmi’s enduring legacy lies in
the values he instifled through FRas Architects —integrity, excellence, discipline; and unwavering
professional ethics. At a time when swch values are increasingly challenged, FMA remained a
shining example of professionalism, fairness, technical competence, and respect for all project

stakeholders.

Chiel Majekodunmi demonstrated that success is not measured only by the buildings we create
but by the standards we uphold and the people we inspire. Through his leadership and
mentarship, he established a culture that continues to infleence the construction industry

positively.

His passing, though a great loss, but his principles and contributions will continue to five on

through the firm he founded and the many lhes be touched,

May his life remain an inspiration to future generations, and may his gentle soul rest in perfect

peace,

EMMS UF-A



FITZGERALD UMAH

Legpas, Migeric,
734 8O3 33 155, fitpemeka@gmoll com

Juire 8, 2R
A PERSOMAL TRIBUTE TO ARC. FEMI MAJERODUNMI

The passing of Arc. Pemi Magekodunma has left a pmfmnd vioel in the archatechural pmt'n:mn, rioe -nnl:.' n
N@.lm bur acroes Adrca and rhe world, For me, this loss is |:]-|:|.'[|I].' |'||,:n:|1n:1l, as 1 had she pri'rilt_uu af knowing
and learning from him as a sosdent, menree, oolleage, and friend,

My first major encouneer with Baba oras ar the University of Lagos, where he served as my scademic
siprervisoe. Bven as a student, T egperienced his uneonsimed menemosiny with knowledze, his passion fot
exeellence, and B commmitmient @0 merturing young architeets, He challengaed ws wo think beyond baildings ansd
v udeestaind archdtectore a3 o service o soeicty, Those lessons have remadned with me throughout oy
prodeasional jourmcy

Yeears later, | was privileged to reconnece with ki in a protessional eapaerty with the Nigenan Instmute of
Archirecrs. Duning oo tenure ax Charrman of the NIA Lapos Sete Chapter (2016-2020, Baba was a-constant
soaros of encoumpgement and support. He was always avalable to offer guidance and wisdom whenever called
L, His cowmmitmens s the i;'lug}n:-r was demionstraned ot nnl].' rhn:.u_gh his cominse] but also :hrru.lg'h his
Fenernes donariing and ST fear cuar ackiviries arid Programs,

Crne of my mast cherished memaories was our collaboranon in planning Baba's Disnnguished Lecnure in
Albecakua i 20017, The event provided an opposminity for younees ascliiteces ard arudents oo berefin (rom his
vasl esxpenence and wesdom, Also celebramed Tos T Birdday and boasowr i st our Lagos Aschiveers Forum.
His ahility v consicet archieeraral practice, piofessional leadership, and national developrsenn was trualy

inspiiag,

In fume 2018, | had the honeur of meetmg Baba in Boswol, England, dunny the %4h bicthday celebraton of
the late .-";r:.l|uhn Godwin. [1aas a memorable oceasion where, on bebalf of the MLA |..:.gr.u Stare li]ugm:.r, 1
Fln:s-unl:-u-ﬂ an avward to A :I-:rlm G-:h'lwin,_ in rr:l:ng'rul:inn of his immens: contmbothns bo Kiﬂeﬁun
architeciure. Babha's [resente and suUppoet &t thar evene reinforced his belicf in fnluhmnng thesse whie b
mspﬂl nr 'prnr'n:ss.l;nn and PTEsErVIng thesir |¢];ﬂi;'u;"5. frir furre BENERATOS,

As Chairman of the WNTA Library and Peblication Commines (02003 1 wse particalarly pleassd that oar
cormmine: had the appormanity v speak with Baba oo ralle abour his life, professional jourmey, and nemarkabde
biedy of wotk, Capauring his reflections and expesicnces fod posterity remaing one of the cormmittes's s
sgei fieant acesmplishemeocs during ooy eenuns. Itensured thar e penetations of architecs wounld conimes
v ezt from his wisdom and achicverments.

Today, a3 Chatmman of the MLA Intormational Affuaes Commitioe, o pusition Baba himelt cnce hidd wath
dignncoon, | appreciate even maore the magmitude of his contmbutions o the infernatonzlizaton of Noenan
architecre. He opened doors for Xgenan archiseess on the global smge and buzle relationshaps thar
scrmwl:hnnzd LT pr-::-'l"'cuirm's Internatonal ':isal:uili.t]' and relevance,

His achievements resched thear hﬂmﬁr EE[TEREHIN when he hecarme the frst African archirect s serve as
President of the Internarional Union of Architecrs TILA) freem 1550 o 1993, This hisconc ar_n:mnpli,shmemr Wk



nog metely a personal milessone e a vicmsy for Migeria, Africs, and the ghobal architecnaral commuminy,
Through his

leabershipe, he demonserared thar Afeican architects coald conriluare meaningfully mo global discourse dnd
shiape the fiunite of the profossimn wordkbede,

Hatra lived a life of service, exceflence, mentorship, and keadership. He inspired generations of anchirecrs,
supported young professionals, stengthened instutions, and devared the standing of Migedan architecmure
ifthetfaticdlly,

A T reflect on my journey From being his stadent an the Universiny of Tagos o servang in positions he once
pccugsed within the Nigeran Instine of Acclaeers, | rermsdn profouwmsdly geateful for his guidance,

encoutagement, and example.

His legaey will lve oncin the buildings he ereaed, the instiitens be srengthened, the archiveces e menpored,
anel the countless lves T wuched,

Thank vou, Baba, for befieving inous, suppormng as; and showing us whar it means o serve the profession with
distinetion,

Mav yemur pentle soul restin [mrFm:: peace

Arc. Fitzgerabd Unnah, i, iena, s e

Chairman, Intermanonal Affairs {:n:u'nm'irl;i,-.l,:,

The Migenan Inetmote of Architecrs.

Formmer Student ancd Menree of Arc. Femi Majekodunmi
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dre, Sand fhtisham Saulawa, FHLG, PHIA
President
Higerian institute of Architects
Abaja, Migeria

Diear M, Presidant,

A MESSAGE OF COMDOLENCE - ARC. CHIEF OLUFEM| MAJEMCHDLIBMI

On behelt of the Commameealth Association of Architects (CAA), | extend our despest, rmoast
heartfelt condolances to yow, the Nigerian Institute of architocts {Mia), and the family of Arc.
Chiaf Olufemi Majekodunmi an hig passing at the age of 8&,

The global architectural community has lest a giant, a visionary leader, and a dedicated
e iar winise impact will be felt for generations oo oame.

are. Chiel Majekadunmi's [egacy is deeply embedded in both African and global anchitectural
leadership, As the first Secretary General of the Africa Unlon of Architects (1981-1984), he
established the foundations for regional collaboration among architects across the continent
Ha later made history 85 the first African President of the International Uniss of Architects
PER0-TERd) where he amplified african vodces and advancad inclusive ghobal leadership
Through his service on the AUSA Body of Trustees, he inspired generations of professionals and
imstitutions to uphold excallensce, equity, and resilience in architectural practice,

W siand in solidarity with the Mg during this e ol profound griel We join you in
celebrating a monumantal life dedicated 1o vision, mentorship, and selfless serace to our
profession.

Bay his soul mest in atamal prace

Yerirs slresrely,
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ARCH, STEVEN QUNDO, OGW, FAAK, FCLAMD, BLArch (UoN] Hons, MBA (LUoi)
PRESICENT, COMMOMWEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS

+254 733 55607 &5 Portland Flace, Loedaon
info@rcomemanwssal therdhitechs.org W18 140, nred Kinpdam
comiramaealtharthibisld aig Fengistestid LIK Charily Mo, TBE (32






FMA Architects Lid

FMA Partners and staff
thank you For standing with us
during this time of our grief.

May the Lord strengthen all of us.



CHIEF (ARC.)




